oemmunity Alialf SER 
i 


eee issue 


Blocking of the controversial) tion of the Penn Central raill 
ı Penn ¿Central ai road assing| road far ion long in the matter 
er the U. S. IO vas change of the grade crossing alterations: 
sat the city’s weg edge could|to Cherry and Ohio Sts.. in: 
, come before the vend’ of the| Terre Haute on the new %¥" 
! month, -according to ‘a letter'over the Wabash River bridge 
\from Mayor William J. Brightonjon Wabash Ave. a. 
Jto the president.of the giant. but} “Unless Penn Central ” Reait-| 
‘bankrupt. corporation. road commences eorrective 
| The content of the letter 8t*|work measures on said cross- 
be ae Mae pe piisit ings by Friday, Nov. 24, the 
it 1 p) E E ennwAn-|City of Terre Haute will, be- 
Hix GEE hi b- © Ph cause of its governmental re- 
onsibilities to the citizens of 
Mayor Brighton’ s Office. It ja erre Haute, provide a smooth 
as follows nis . Í 
s rface (concret t 
The City of Terre Haute: and a, es d ; 
‘Ms citizens have been forced t 
= ta “The City of Terre Haute. | 


‘end re th ” 
r f naa jna through the Department of Re- 
A development, has negotiated forh 
ver four years in order 10 re- 
Solve this matter and now feels 
dhat time for action has come. 
Mayor Brighton's letter fol-i 
jiowed his recent promise threat- | 
ening such action after a wait- 
img pericd of 10 days for thel 
railroad to show “good faith.” | 
In the meantime, a few 75- 


poa lengths of rail and connect- 
ing plates were deposited along- 
side existing rails near the 
‘Inorthern crossing of the “Y.” 
However. the mayor re oried no 
communication from “he trans- 
portation company concerning 
any work to be done. 

Neither. was there any report 
of a new meeting announced 
earlier in some media. ~ 

Since ‘the new “Y” was 
opened, with the existing cross- 
ing rails*several inches below, 
the adjacent road surface, there’ 


‘have been ep s of damage to 
Cantinued C Page-8, Col. 4. 


Brig shton l 
eee 


automobiles traveling the new 
routes connecting Cherry and 
Qhio Sts. with Wabash Ave. at 
the river bridge. 

At least one emergency 
‘vehicle is said to have been 
damaged and a private auto, a 
1972 model, was reported 
totaled. z 
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Suit and co ue suit seems 

oi Mayor Wil- 
tO atiempt to 
Central Rail-| 
the repair] 
rossing at 


served with 
ing order. Wedr 
sat the request of 
indicated Tater 
imay file its ow 
moving 


= morning 
railroad, 
the city 
tous re- 
the fieid: 
ices and 


ayor added that. in any! 
not allow the city 
: © cost for improving 
the railroad crossing unless or- 
dered to do so by some higher 
governmental authority. 


Wednesday morning Brighton 
was served with a restraining 
order, issued late Tuesday by 
U.S. District Judge James C: 
Noland. temporarily forbidding 
the city administration from 
paving over the two Penn Cen- 
tral crossings here as the mayor 
had ay to do. A hearing| 
On a plea for a permanent in- 
unction will be scheduied within 
10 days. 

Brighton has repeatedly! 
charged the Penn Central with! 
refusing to cooperate in renair-! 
ing the crossings, reportediy left! 
[Six to 10 inches below the red 
‘cently constructs roadbed at! 
the new intere re | 

But Penn Ce 
fs Said they a 
the grade crossings if the city! 
will pay the costs, amd they filed) 
‘the injunction st ; 


| — re-i 
| Continued On Page 22, Col. 6, t 


ral officials; 
Willing to fix! 
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straining order. in U.S. District 
Court ac Indianapolis abnut 4:45 
p.m. Tuesday. 

“The real question in the con- 
troversy,”’ said Brighton, 
about who saould bear the costs. 
We agree that the railroad 
{should do the necessary work 
[but we believe, in the light of 


their failure to meet other fi- 
nancial obligations CG city| 


that the moral respo ility for 
paving is upon them.” | 

The mayor said tue huge but 
‘bankrupt transportation utility 
owes the city more than half a 


million dollars in back taxes 
irom 1969 through t resent. | 
land he said thev reneged on. 
Ipromises to pay $160. toward! 


financing 
railroad overpass on | 
‘ridge Avenue ‘project. 
| Railroad. officials argue. 
jhowever, that the wats and 
"Department of Redevelopment 
created the problem with the. 
new construction and should pay 
the cost of raising the tracks to 
the new level of the roadway. 
Railroad officials aiso say two 


a 
Fruii-| 


‘crossings were created by the Y: 
jinterchange over ae single one 
‘which served Wabash Avenue: 
‘before it was split to direct 
‘throuzh-city traffic around the 
eentonn area. : : 
Mayor Brighton said he has 
‘discussed with the city attorney! 
the possibility of filing suit! 
against the Benn Central “in at-| 
tempt to force them to do what! 
Iwe consider is their respon- 
sibility to repair and maintain 
those crossings.” Al 
| He also indicated the suit, if/ 
“lfiled by the city, would probably 
ttempt to place the Penn. Cen- 
{tral under court order to main- 
tain—an action which Brighton 
said might provide a p lent 
for action by the city inst}! 
other rail lines having rough}, 
crossings in the city. 
_ "In any- case.” Brighton com 1 
mented. “I"m fet gong to ex 
pend the taxpayers money for’ 
the repairs at the Y project 
unless | am ordered to do so by 
ja higher gavernmental 
lauthority.” 
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Milwaukee Road Extends TH 


A kroech (7, wr 3O 


Rail Service Yo’ ‘Louisville ° 


LEM ane ly. Attairg rie 


1973 


The Milwauke Road|railroad’s capabilities as alway for the Milwaukee to pro- 
Thursday extended its Terrejtranscontinental carrier,” Quinn|ceed with its Louisville entry 
Haute service to Louisville, Ky.,|pointed out. under the terms of an earlier 
according to an announcement wt + + Interstate Commerce Com; ‘ 
by William J. Quinn, board! Service eto Louisville. whichimission order. x 
chairman of the Chicago, Mil-lpegan Thursday, followed the All. issues@lintithébee’a se. 
waukee, St. Paul and Pacific/decision on Feb. 26 of a three- Ps 
Railroad Co. judge court in Louisville Ama under which. GIA ee will 

The action will boost railldecision dissolved a restrainin 
jfreight service in the Terrejorder, according- to the -an-|- 
ute area by affording alnouncement, and cleared thet On} z mh 4 
direct route to Louisville via the; ~ : ee ER Louisville — 


Bedford route. i i N 

He called extension of the se ee adain ” am per 
ving pr Bedioug Railroad tracks. are being held 
sie 1 ouisvi under submission for decision 
gate y by the court at a later date. but 
Quinn stated that this would not 
| interfere with the start of Mil- 
watukee Road service Thursday. ! 

Commenting -on the 


mean “new lifi ~ the Mil 
iwaukee's Indiana line and al 
significant impravement in our) 
u = —— Aine. ~ _ — m] 


Se Ee : background of the Milwaukee's 
‘i long-awaited Louisville service 

TO“ NORTHW43 : extension, Quinn said that the 
AND PACIFIC. Lake, Interstate Commerce Com- 

NORTHWEST Michigan mission had approved. thej 

' Louisville and Nashville-Mongn| 

re > Railroad merger subject to't A 

3 ee ee condition that the Milwaukee 


i Road be granted access to 
š Louisville. Although that 
TO WEST ; ' merger was consummated on 
AND. SOUTHWEST July 31, 1971, the Milwaukee's 
j oA ervin Spal S sis 
edford had been delayed byʻa 
INDIANA tseries of procedural details and 
legal actions. ‘ 
; ? + + + 

The Milwaukee Road’ s Jine in- 

to southern Indiana intersects 
the Louisville and Nashvilbe 
Railroad at Bedford. The- 
wauke will utilize track 
rights over the L&N between 
Bedford and New Albany and 
via the connecting Kentucky & 
Indiana Terminal Railroad over! 
ithe Ohio River into the K&IT’s 

‘Youngtown Yard in ‘Louisvi le. 


“THE MILWAUKEE ROAD ‘ ; i 
EXTENSION. 10 7 There the Milwaukee will con- 


LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY i ; nect with the Southern Railway 
to provide fast rail service bet- 
ween the North-Northwest ae 
South-Southeast,. competi ti 

every way with the L& hy 


pointed out. 


Mor 
n d rein ilwaukee’s 
TOS weste y uth and 
KENTUCKY | Louisville will be one of 
- ne  Cetweres longest single line railroad haat 
+ reser : in the United States”, Guin 


MILWAUKEE ROAD EXTENSION — The simplified map of 
the Terre Hauie extension to Louisville, Ky., of the Milwau- 
kee Railroad shows the extension from Bedford which went 
into use Thursday, The broken line indicates the trackage of 
the Louisville and Nashville ‘Railroad. formerly the Monon, 
and the Kentucky & Indiana Terminal Railroad which the 
Milwaukee would use in extending the service to Louisville. 
The Interstate Commerce Commission granted the Milwaukee 
Road entry to Louisville as a condition in the Louisville and 

I Nashville- Monon Railroad merger. 


+t 

The Milwaukee Road plan for 
Louisville service has had the 
support of a large number of 
major shippers and receivers of 
freight, as well as many state 
public service commissions. 
Upon- entering Louisville, the 
Milwaukee Road will operate 
approximately 10,200-miles of 
railroad in 16 midwestern and 
western states. 

“We will be a new amd ad- 
ditional source of freight car 
supply for shippers and will of- 
fer all of the advantages of 
single line service to and from 
hundreds of on-line points which 
otherwise could be reached only 
through interchange” zr Quinn ob- 
served. 

Worthington L. Smith, presi- 
dent of the railroad, headed a 
delegation of Milwaukee Road 
officers: who were | » hosts ta. a 

up: of Louisville civic 
siness people at a 
ay in Louisville. 
ck-off event will be 
“by a series of 
“Louisville Link-up’ luncheons 
and dinners at numerous points 
p" the Southeast and East, as 
vell as throughout the Mil- 

waukee’s 16-state area. — ss 
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Cars D erailed | 


A 9 
Twenty- k E APRS “of a 19230 
Central freight train were de- 
railed at 2:55 p.m. Sunday 
about 1,000 feet west of the Bur- 
nett crossing. 
Crews were called out im- 
mediately and are expected to 
Yhave one track open sometime 
this afternoon and the other to- 
morrow. Both tracks were torn 
up, but no injuries were report- 
ed. The 22 cars, carrying rolled 
steel, were part of a 103-car 
freight headed for Indianapolis, 
and were in the middle section. 
A work train from Indiar- 
ajolis, several Caterpillars and 
bulldozers and about 20 men 
were called to the scene Sunday 
dierncon. 
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L&N Railroad © 
Pays Vigo m 
County Te Taxes, | 


| A $51,570.85 Niece Ba, en 
mailed from the Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad has been 
mailed to the treasurer of Vigo 
County to cover the first install- 
iment of the railroad’s taxes due 
for 1972, according to a news, 
elease from the Louisville, Ky., 
ffice of the railroad . i 
The check should be received 
‘in time to meet the Thursday 
deadline for the spring install- 
iment: of all property taxes. 
Vigo County treasurer Ber- 
nard Sweeney has issued re- 
jminders that his office on the! 
lsecond floor of the courthouse 
peal be open from 8 a.m. to 
p.m. Thursday to accommodat 
last day payments. Those pay] 
ments may also be made at loca 
‘banks or mailed. Any mailed 
payment bearing a May 10 post: 
mark will not-be subject to 
delinquency penalty. 
ee 
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By BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 
| The financially troubled Penn 
Central Transportation 


out’ of its earlier agreement 


viding matching funds fo? the 
installation of automatic flasher | 


lights near ‘he Maple Avenue) 
Elementary School. 


McCormick recently received a 
letter from Penn Central Co. 
chief engineer J. T. Sullivan: 
who stated, “only if the City isi 
agreeable to the full and com- 
plete financing of the subject 
grade crossing protecion can 
we entertain, contract nego- 


The total project cost of 
installing an automatic flasher 
system at ‘he Penn Central 
crossing is estimated at $15,722. 
+++ 
A public hearing was con- 
ducted in Terre Haute February, 
13 by the Public Service Com- 
mission and according to Sulli- 
wan, “the financial plight of the 
bankrupt Penn Central Railroad! 
was well documented in testi-| 
mony at the hearing.” 
| During the February hearing, 
city and county officials met 
with interested area residents} 
jand representatives of the Penn 
Central Co. to discuss the 
railroad crossing hazard. 
Transportation planner Steve 
‘Butwin of the Vigo County Areal 
Planning Department informed 
the Commission that approx- 
imately 5,099 vehicles including} 


‘Tal 
om- r 
y A “were taking a chance every 
pany has apparently backed E mne they cross.” 

eo í ‘| Alex Menestrina. a represen- 
with city of Terre Haute in PrO-l.ati eof the Vigo County School 
Corporation and also Columbia 


oad ‘Backs Out — 


S JUN 2 21973 


12 schoo! buses cross the Penn 
each day. He 
out that without proper 
flashers these vehicles 


Central 
pointed 
jroad 


| Records u 
strong support for the installa- (d 
: ? ‘tion of the flasher lights noting = 
City Attorney B. Michaellmany company employes use E 


See FLASHER LIGHTS A 
On Page 2, Column 8 mt 


——_ 
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Of Crossing 
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P 
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Flasher Lights 


| Continued From Page 1 

the crossing each day traveling 

to and from the records plant. 
Elderly persons living at the 

Vigo-County Home and friends 

visiting the Home also use the 

crossing each day. 


+++ 

The Penn Central chief 
engineer also mentioned in his 
letter “that if the status of the 
Penn Centra) continues to 
persist it could evoke a rather 
dramatic climax within the next 
30 days.” 
“Tn the early months of ou: 
bankruptcy, when the* feeling 
prevailed that'we may be able 
to successfully reorganize the 
company. an attempt was made 
to honor thé lega! directives of 
the various State's Public Com- 
missions. This is no longer 
possible where an obligation to 
expend funds has no direc: rela- 
tion to the operations of the 
railroad.” concluded Sullivan. 

But meanwhile, the Maple 
Avenue railroad crossing 
remains a public hazard and 
now the city is faced with ap- 


voiced 


jinstall the flasher lights. Vi 
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Tribune Staff Writer 
Mayor Wiliam J. Brighton 


Tuesday requested the: Indiana} possible to honor the legal direc-| 


al 


fairs File | 
road 


: -T JUL 10 1373 
By JAMES McHARGUE railroad, 


road will 
stances pay $7,500 for the lights. 


stated that the rail- 
under no circum- 


Sullivan said it was ao longer 


Public Service Commission to|tives of 
ask the Indiana attorney general] Commission. 
Brighton, in an interview with 


to direct the Penn Central 


Transportation Co. to pay their| The TRIBUNE, said: 
“The Penn Central probably 


share of funding flasher lights 


at the railroad’s Maple Ave.}o 


crossing. o 

The total cost of the flashers 
will be $15.000. Ori 
city and the Penn € 
to split the cost evenly, acc 
ing to a ruling by | 
sion. 

In a letter dated June 14. J. T. 
Sullivan, chief engineer for the 


- ~ ee 


e commis- 


wes the 


the Public Service| 


city. and county $i- 


‘million in back taxes. The other 


notably  the| 


inally thelr & N and the Milwaukee. pay 


ord-!tions and are good citizens. 


“T understand the Penn Cen- 
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tral has problems, but I feel 
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| 
i they must meet their obligations 
too. They are able under the 
present circumstances to almost 
i entirely ignore their duties. 
When the Penn Central avoids 
laxes, it’s the average taxpayer i 
that must make up the differ- 
ence and pay the bills. 

“This is unfair and, in my 
| opinion, there is no justification 
for our ‘taxpayers to pay the 
PEN Central’s bills.” 

Brighton said that if the rail- 
Toad owed the ejity $1-million in 
back taxes, it would raise the 
tax rate by 20 per cent. Like- 
wise, if the company paid their | 
taxes, the city property tax 
could be lowered by 20 per cent. 

The mayor’s Jetter was sent to 
Commissioner. David Allen. It} 

| States: | 

“Mr. Allen: 

“Enclosed you will find a let- 
ter dated June 1, 1973 from J. T.} 
Sullivan, chief engineer for the 
Penn Central Transportation 
Company. 

“As you will note, the letter 
States that the railroad has no 
intention of complying with the 
Commission's order to install 
jautomatic flashers at the rail-; 
road's intersection with Maple| 
Ave.. bearing half the còst. 

“Ar recorded testimony indi- 
cates, this is a very dangerous 
crossing used by many school- 
aged children daily. In addition. 

{the transportation company. has 
not met it's property tax obliga- 
I tion to this city for a number 

‘of years and we feel it would 
|be unfair to ask the citizens af 
this community to further subsi-| 
dize that operation 

“Therefore, we request that 
he Public Service Commission 
certify these pieces of mail and 
send them to the Office of the 

| Attorney General of the State | 
{of Indiana asking him to direct. 
‘the Penn Central Transporta- 
tion Company to meet their 
obligation in this matter. ac- 
| cording to the Commission's 
| order.” 

\_ Indiana Attorney General 
Theodore Sendak will have the} 
duty of presenting an opinion 
as to whether or not the Penn 
Central should be forced to pay 
the $7,500. i 

Penn Central has. been de 
cared bankrupt and is currently) 

(in court awaiting a decision as 
jto the railroad’s final fate: 

Indiana Senator Vance Hartke 
has stated that should the rail- 
road go out of business, it would 
raise unemployment in the state 

1 per cent. 
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Penn Central 
Transportation Company 


IMayor Wiliam J. Brighton who 
;claimed, “there is no justifica- 
ition for our taxpayers to pay 
the Penn Central's- bills.” 

Penn Central officials recent- 
ly notified Brighton that “the! 
Penn Central company would 
be unable to expend funds for 
the installation of flasher lights 
at Maple Avenue crossing.” The! 
project cost is estimated at! 
$15,722 and original plans call! 
Ifor a 50-50 split between the| 
icity and the railroad in funding’ 
Ithe project. 


Tuesday, Brighton said pe 
‘would request the Iudiana Pub 
lic Service Commission to ask 
‘Attorney General Theodore Sen- | 
[dak to direct the Penn Central? 
‘Co. to ‘appropriate their share| 
of the funding for the Maple) 
¿Avenue project. 

++ 

“t understand the Penn Cen- 
jiral has problems, but I feel 
jthey must meet their obliga-| 
tions too. They are able to! 
ignore their duties under pres-i | 
ent circumstances, but when| 
they avoid paying taxes, it is 
the average taxpayer that must 
make up the difference andi 
pay the bills,” Brighton said: | 

An earlier article in Thej 
Terre Haute Star stated that the | 
jPenn Central “had apparently] 
backed out of its agreement with 
the city of Terre Haute in pro- 

‘viding funds for the flasher} 
light project.” | 

A letter, signed by J. T, Sul- | 
livan, chief engineer: of thel 

Penn Central Co., claimed the! 
railroad was unable to reor-| 
ganize due to their financial) 
plight and that the company | 
could not entertain contract! 
negotiations unless the city of 

j Terre Haute could provide 100 
iper cent funding. 

! Apparently, Brighton doesn’ 4 


feel the city should provide the! 
entire $15,722, 


so he's seeking] 


jatd from the Attorney General's! 


office. “The Penn Central prob- 
‘ably owes the city and county 
$! million in back taxes. The 
other railroads pay their taxes, 
honor their obligations and are, 


igood citizens,” declared the! 
; mayor, ee | 
4 Li ' 
3 AD L L? 
SPAT A f, D ia Ue te 


WS Hal apne Sii e 


was' 
sharply criticized Tuesday byi 


Statisties have shown that ap-j 
proximately 5,000 vehicles cross} 
the Maple Avenue railroad 
tracks each day. This includes 
12 school buses which carry a 
total of 659 students. | 

Othe? factors which quatfy a! 
need for a flasher light system 
at the Maple Avenue crossing 
include (1) the Vigo County 
Home is located near the cross 
ing and many people walk or! 
ride ta visit persons at the 
home,.(2) a large number of 
employes from the Columbia 
Records plant use the crossing 
at least twice a day, and (3) 
manv‘ smal! children walk to! 
and from the area schools reg- 
ularly and must cross the Penn 
Central crossing. 

Within the past year four aci 
cidents have taken place at the 
Maple Avenue crossing. Fach 
of the accidents took place in 


į the evening. Local officials 


Vi 


claim there are no warning 

Signals prior to the tracks and 
that especially in the night it 
presents a hazard for motorists, 
and pedistrians. 

City Hall officials rernark that 
the original agreement between: 
the city and the Penn Central: 
Co. stated that-the project 
would get underway within six 
months. The agreement was; 
signed in March cf this year. 


; 
‘ i 


A letter mated to Commis- 
sioner David Allea from Bright.’ 
on said; 

“Mi Alen: 


“enclosed you wili find a let- 


ter dated June 1, 1973 from J. T.! t 


Sullivan, chief engineer for thel 
Penn Central Transportation, 
Company. 

“As you will note, ‘the letter 
states that the railroad has n 
ititention of cornplying with the 
Commission's ordec to instal? 
automatic flashers at the rail, 


| fom intersection with Maple! 
Ave., bearing half the cost. 

“as recorded testimony, indi-| 
cates, this is a very dangerous; 
crossing used by many school-! 
aged children daily. In addition, 
ithe transportation company has 
(go! met it's property tax obliga- 
‘tion to bhis city for a number 
of years and we feel it would | 
be unfair to ask the citizens of | 


| dize that operation. 
| | “Therefore, f | 
i ithe Publie Service Commission 
certify these pieces of mail andj 
send them to the Office of the, 
| Attorney General of the State! 
iof Indiana asking him to direct’ 
| the Penn Central Transporta- 
jtion Company te meet their 
obligation in this matter, ac- 
cording to the Commission’s, 
‘order.” 


ae 
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this community to further subsi- ERSE, 


national 
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Continue. | 
- Continhed“Bperktion!9%2 two! 


{Passenger trains through Indi- 
na, at least through Dec. 2, 
s the subject of an order - ta 
mtrak from `the Interstate 
ommerce Commission, accord- 
§ to an announcement from 
he office of Congressman John 
Myers (R-7th Dist.). 

|| Congressman Myers had filed 

a pretest with the ICC over Am- 
| trak’s plans to discontinue runs | 
by the National Limited be-| 
tween New York and Kansas| 
City, Mo.. a move that would 
leave Terre Hate without 
bassenger train setvice. Amtrak 
also has requested permission tc 
discontinue operation of the Flo- 
ridian between Chicago and Mi- 
ami. 

Myers submitted the protest 
after Amtrak announced in July 
tha^ jit would eliminate the 
trains Aug. 2. ‘4 

The ICC said it will hold 
oublic hearings in 21 cities in 
September to discuss Amtrak’s 
brovcosal to drop the two trains. 
Boih will continue in operation 
four monhs while the ICC de- 
cides the results of the hearings. 
ings. | 

The future of the National 
Limited service to Terre Haute 
and Richmond will be reviewed 
at public hearings scheduled for 
9:30 a.m. Sept. 4. 5, and 6 at 
Alndiargpolis. 243 + 
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Legal action seeking to force The Penn Central issue at 
Penn Central officials to make|hand involves an IPSC order to 
good on an agreement to in- the? bankrupt railroad last 
stall automatic flasher signals: March 8 to install the Mapie 
at the Maple Ave. crossing ofjAve. flashers within six months. ı 
the railrcad has been atthor-| Hovevei Penn Central advised 
ized by the Indiana Public Serv-|Terre Haute city officials re- 
ice Commission. cently that ‘‘due to pending 
The authorization came from|bankruptey it shall not honor 
a meeting of the Commission|the legal directive.” 
Friday which aiso saw dis-| A railroad spokesman said 
missal of another area request|Penn Central does not consider! 
for signals. In that action, an'the warning signals to have al 
agreement with the Louisville &|‘‘direct and continuing rela-j 
Nashville Railroad to keepjtionship with operation of the: 
foliage trimmed and instal l|j\railroad.” 
other signs at the L&N crossing; The commission entered the 
in question resulted in the dis-jcase after the railroad was| 
missal. junresponsive to requests by the: 
— icity and Vigo ‘Couaty School | 
Corp. to install automati c! 
devices at the crossing. Thei 
crossing is located immediately | 
east of Maple Avenue School| 


and about one-half mile wesp of 
Terre Haute North Viga Higa! 
School. 7 


The single track connects the 
former New York Central main 
line to the former Pennsylvania 
Railroad . yards. The two 
railroads merged several years 
ago to form the Penn Central. 

In the commission ‘resolution 
adopted Friday directing In- 
diana Atty. Gen. Theodore L 
Sendak to take legal actiom t 
‘enforce the order, the PSC said 
“The commission finds that the 
public safety and public interest 
of petitioners Terre Haute resi- 
deats and other residents of the 
area affected does bear a 
“direct and continuing rela- 
‘tionship to the railroad opera- 
tions of the respondent.” 

The Maple Avenue crossing 
dispute is the second issue over 
which the city and Penn Central 
have clashed during the last 
year, 

When the new Y-interchange 
was completed last fall at the 


east end of the Wabash River! 


‘bridge on Wabash Avenue, the 
railroad refused to honor its 
agreement with the city to im- 
prove crossings on both legs of 
the Y. The city eventually had 
to enter into an additional con- 
tract to finish the project. 
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In sult “Keath wR Spur 


S aus 29 1979 
1 A Wen challenging : the secured permission from the 
i right of a private firm to con-|Public Service Commission of 
struct a railroad across a public] Indiara to construct a railroad 


road or highway will be decided) Spur aeross Ind ue in soie 


oe ae Cova in Vigo Vigo County, as well as five 

p county roads. The plaintiff's 
Final oral arguments were of: complaint contends an error in 

fered by attorneys Friday in la published legal notice resulted 

the case of Richard L. Baker vs.jin an inadequate notice of a! 

AMAX Coal Company. Judge! scheduled PSC hearing. 

pro tem Samuel Beecher Jr. or- + +e 

dered written briefs to be filed! 


by Monaay and said he probably | According to attorney Mann, 
‘would rule on Tuesday. AMAX has acknowledged its 


+ ae purpose in constructing 
ilroad spur is to provide 

Atorney Hansford. C. Mann ee 
represents Baker, plaintiff in| speedier transportation of coal 


Ithe suit, while attorney Thomas 
IL. Spelman represents AMAX. 
Judge Beecher Friday granted 
a petition filed by 288 other ins 
dividuals who asked permissigg 
to join Baker as plaintiffs in the 
action. 
I Baker initiated suit against 
'AMAX after the company, 


oo 


the; 


from area mines. The otaintitPe 
complaint alleges the company 
already has access from the 
imines by road. 

In his courtroom argument, 
Mann cited what he said were 
1913 acts of the Indiana General 
Assembly which. had as their in-| 
tention the eventual élimination | 
of railroad grade crossings on, 
public roadways. 

The complaint also alleges the! 
rail spur would pose a potential 
hazard to the safety of Baker, 
the other 288 plaintiffs and all 
others who traveled the roads 
involved. 
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prevents the AMAX Coal Com- 
pany from continuing construc- 
tion of a railroad spur across 
Indiana Hwy. 46 about three 
miles east of Riley was issued 
Tuesday by*Judge Pro Tem 
Samuel Beecher Jr. p 

In issuing the injunction, 
Judge Beecher’s order now 
voids a previous approval or- 
der given by the Indiana Pub- 
lic Service Commission. It 
also requires the coal company 
to stop construction immediate- 
ly and to restore the highway 
to its original state. 

AMAX had been contiauing 
work on the spur despite pend- 
_ing litigation in Vigo Superior 
Court No. 2. 

The judge’s ruling was in 
favor of the plaintiff in the suit. 
Richard L. Baker, who brought 
the action against AMAX in 
June. Last week Baker was 
joined by 288 other individuals 
who successfully petitioned the 
court to have their names added 
¿as plaintiffs. 

AMAX has 60 days in which tol 
appeal Beecher’s decision. 

Attorney Hansford C. Mann.) 
who represented the plaintiffs. 
-argued that the PSC had erred 
in approving the coal company’s 
Tequest to construct the spur 
line across the highway. Mann 
noted that AMAX is not a com- 


mon carrier, such as a railroad,} 
but sought to install the line! 
simply to gain greater profits. 

` The coal company’s petitioni 
filed with the PSC had stated 
construction of the spur tine 
would save the company a 
substantial amount in costs of 
transporting coal from areaj 
mines. Presently, the coal is} 
trucked. 

Mann also had contended) 
statutes enacted by the Indiana 
General Assembly in 1913 had ' 
as their intention the eventual 
elimination of railroad grade| 
crossings in the state. Construc-| 
tion of the AMAX spur, he 
argued, was contrary to that in-i 
tention. 

Following announcement ofj 
the ruling. Judge Beecher ac-/ 
knowledzed publie safety was a} 


y Aue r 
primary facto on Re fa? 
noted that the proposed crossing 
would constitute a potential 
hazard to school buses and all 
other public vehicles. 

Some construction already has 
been completed at the site of the 
planned crossing. located on 
Ind. 46 east of Riley. Traffic had 


been routed onto a slight detour! 


along the side of the highway 
pate the work was in progress. 

There was no indication when 
AMAX would begin restoring; 
the highway to its original con- 
dition. 

Likewise, there has been no 
indication as to whether attor- 
ney Thomas Spelman. who re-| 
Presented AMAX. wil! file an 


appeal of Judge Beecher's! 
ruling. ` 
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Better.Rail Service Goal”. 


SEP 1 4973" xyil ro wcrKS ma! p 
pleasure hen in-;Haute. The Floridan operates: 


aig JACK HUGHES (formerly: operatétluby the L&N exireme 
Tribune Staif Writer i Railroad) between Chicago andj formed that railroad service to between Chicago and Miami 
s through Terre; Terre. Haute „wouid be con- through Indianapolis with steps 


; |Miami, Fla. 
_Lo ; ave Haute.” he; continued/ “I! tinued. ; , also i isvi nı Birming-! 
a l ayn e|believe that we need continua-| O'Leary commented, “A E o Monde tce Tihe | 
rail passenger service ore of the east-west service and ithe size of Terre Haute with its’ and St. Petersburg. Fla. It is! 
Terre E 2 ee i te ‘hope that it will improve.’ jexpanding industrial picture;the only passenger: train serv-, 
i xpresse e! County Commissioner John! should have the benefits ottered ing Louisville : | 
ott also referred to the vast! by passenger train service. He! The National - Limited, with’ 


Local civic leaders 


hope that this marks a turning! Se 


ain re a a ot A s A 
[P A rowang improved Sefvite.'difference in rail service now;continued, “With the incceasédjtwo tuns in each direction. east 
& erre Haute City Council as compared to several years|highway congestion, Ambtrak'and west, through Terre Haute, 
Presiden! Pete Chalos voiced ago when a number of passen-| may be used a great deal by:is the only rail passenger serv-: 
e concensus as he said, “giger trains > stopped at Terre! travelers if the company olfers ice remaining here rare 
app we need (he [Haute traveling. in all direc-ja reliable service.” ` Chatos ob erved further is 
ee ihip for Terre! tions. ' Sa | Amtrak, the National Rail-'are fortunate that we do navel 
| to lose north-south runs I think we've already felt road Passenger Corp.. an-.the new air commut ervi 
Ta eee) Cie J impact of the loss “of nounced Friday that it will with-! but rail a eye ailersl 
jservice in the past. Now,-{f we} draw a request to the Interstate! convenience for short runs as! 
sean hold onto what we've goti Commerce Commission to drop well as distance trave! as 
and develop more. I believe itlthe National Limited and the|shown by Amtrak’s own jad 
could be a big boost, to _our| Floridian passenger trains | creased ridership reports." 
fan T a industry,” Scott, serving Indiana. The National! Wire service reports — from 
ee Pal i Limited runs from New York| Washington, D. C., had stated 
atrick O'Leary, president |to Kansas City serving several] that Amtrak changed it ind 
of the Terre Haute Area Cham-|Indiana cities including Rich- ; eee 
| ber of Commerce, .expressed|mond, Indianapolis and Terre) Continued On Page 2, Col. 3. | 
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about the Floridian and the Na- 
tonal Limited after ridersnip 
increased substantially in recent: 
manths. Quoting Fioridian fig-, 
ures. the resort said that rider- 
jepi? increased 25 per cent in; 
May. 70 per cent in June and 57 
per ceat in July. . | 
Orizinally Amtrak asked! 
that the Floridian and the Na-! 
tiona! Limited be dropped from 
service Aug. 2. This date wasi 
set over to Dec. 2 when the ICC: 
said it wanted to hold hearings 
to give local officials and the 
public a chance to express their! 
views. i 
Those views are being pal 
pressed voluminously by public 
officials who appear virtually 
unanimous in praise for the 
decision to continue service and 
strongly voice hope for im-, 
provements rather than. cut- 
backs. | 
The first report came Pai 
day from the office of Sen. 
Birch Bayh Jr. who said he, 
jbelieves Amtrak should seek 
I). . to improve the position | 
of railroad passenger service 
rather than simply cut back | 
on service.” j 
Similar views to those of ‘the| 
Democrat junior senator from 
Indiana came from both sides | 
of the political arena with com-| 
ments from Republican Con-! 
gressman John Myers, eR 
crat Indiana Sen. Vance Har'ke} 
and Republican Gov. Otis Bo-} 
wen. = 
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| Myers said, ‘Hopefully, Am- 
trak will now conéentrate its 
fforts on improving. rather: 


than terminating, rail passenger | 


service within our state.” The; 


congressman also reminded’ 
that public hearings on a pe-! 
{tition filed by Amtrak to | 
route the Floridian, south of! 
Indianapolis, will be held in 
Room 221 of the City-County 
Building - in Indianapolis on! 
Sept. 7. | 

Gov. Bowen also said he: 
wants more than just continua-! 
ition cf rail passenger service in: 
Indiana from Amtrak. | 
| Saying he- understands thej 
difficult conditions under which 
AMTRAK is forced to -function,! 
Bowen said it is time for ‘‘creat- 
tive management and promo- 
tion.” thir. 
| The governor said equinment 
used on Amtrak's; service in 
Indiana “ranks among the poor- 
est in its system.” = 

Noting that passenger-use has. 
increased despite” that., Bowen 
said if the Kansas City-New, 
York and Chicago-Florida trains 
are to remain in service. it is 
imperative that immediate steps 
be taken to upgrade the stand-| 
ards of service. ~ 

Bowen urged that the Nation-| 
al Limited ronte either be ex-! 
tended to Denver or connect 
with San Francisco-bound servy-! 
ice at Denver or Omaha. Either 
extension would take better ad- 
vantage of thevear-around tour- 
ist trade, he said 
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Penn 


By MARY ANNE PIERCE 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Penn Central Railroad was 
“hack in business’ Wednesday| 
morning with restrain AE 
specd and an almost unsur- 
mountable task ahead for track 
[repair crews following a one- 
red shutdown ordered by the 


Federal Railroad Administra- 
ltion. 
Bill Martin, supervisor of 


tracks in the Terre Haute area, 
|said the FRA has ordered Penn! 
Central to repair 7,000 miles of 
track which do not meel federal 
safety standards and has 
granted the transportation com- 
pany 30 days to come up with a 
plan ol action. 

The Penn Central main line 


Track Repair niles 


—— 


3s PEA dolt, 


H) 


running through Terre Haute tol we can on an eight hour shift. 
St. Louis was not affected by|The way the money | is we are 
the federal agency’s action, allowed no,overtime.” i 
Martin said, but yard tracks| Repairs, accordinig to him, 
and secondary lines are in- require “digging in a brand 
cluded in the order. new tie every 100 inches:’ 
There are no sccondary and| Martin said the only passen- 
branch lines in Terre Haute.|Zer scrvice affected by -the 
The Rockville branch was|one-day shutdown Tuesday in 
closed some time ago by the|Indiana was the James Whit- 
Interstate Commerce Commis-|comb Riley which operates be- 
sion. In the Terre Haute yards,'tween Chicago and Cincinnati. 
speed has peen restricted to sixjIt now must run at eight miles 
miles an hour. Normally, trains|an_ hour until repairs are made. 
operate there al approximately| ‘Prior to the 30-day grace pe- 
'15.miles per hour. riod granted by FRA, Penn Cen- 
Martin sees the job ahead forjtral was forced to close down 
his crews as “serious.” With 15}about 500. miles of its 2,800-mile 
men, he is responsible for tracks|/track in its Indiana section of 
from Frankfort to Terre Haute!the Southwestern Division, 
and from Terre Haule to Jewett,| The remainder of the state ts 
I. in the Penn Central's Fort 


ee 
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Central mea is Plan- 


thal section, ee covers areas 
of Northern Indiana, declined to 
announce track closings. 

In all, the railroad shut down 
2,790 miles of secondary line 
throughout its system as new 
fedoral safety standards went 
into effect. 

A spokesman for the Penn 
Central in Indianapolis said it 
was not known whether the | 
tracks would be repaired and 
reopened. : 

The shutdown, he said, meant): 
rerouting of 12 to 14 freigh tll 
trains daily, plus the Amtrak) 
passenger train, the James 
Whitcomb Riley between Chica- 
go and Cincinnati. gNo tains 
were discontinued. 

The rerouting of {ne Ril ey 


“We'll just have to do the best) Wayne division, but officials in 
| a m 7 
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Continued From Page One. 


meant, at least for now, that 
cities Such as Logansport. Frank- 
‘fort. Lebanon and Richmond 
|would be served by two pass- 
enger- trains, while places such 
ks Lafayette, Shelbyville and 
Sréens buri would be without 
P assengen service. | 
iiThe Riley formerly = ran! 
through Kankakee, Ill, Lafay- 
ette, Indianapolis, Shelbyville! 
and Greensburg. The Riley. will 
be rerouted through Logansport, | 
iFrankfort. and Lebanon to Indi- 
anapolis, the same tracks used 
ey the Southwind. a Florida to’ 
Chicago passenger train. l 
“'The Riley was detoured from 
Indianapolis to Richmond, shar- 
img the same tracks with an 
east-west passenger train. then 
southward into Cincinnati. 
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he Big Four Bridge 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK; ys oct 23 1973 


On Friday, Oct. 28, 1892, two freight train engines collided on the Big Four 
Wabash river bridge. 

Just before 7 o'clock that morning, a freight? train running at a dangerous 
rate of speed plunged into the engine of another freight train on the river bridge 
with a crash that was heard for a mile. For an instant there was silence, then came 
the second crash, not so loud or startling as the first, but which carried terror to 
the hearts of all who knew the sound. The bridge had given away. 

One span of the iron bridge: constructed in 1881 had collapsed from the tre- 
mendous strain and into the river the two engines were hurled. with Engineer 
Wesley Allison still at his post. Several freight cars were drawn down with the en- 
gines. For some time after the crash nothing could be seen except a cloud of dust, 

steam and flying fragments of timhers. | 
- When the air cleared a little hundreds of spectators rushed to the scene and | 

stood about looking for the supposed dead and ‘wounded. It was reported at first 

that all the enginemen were missing as well as some of the stockmen. This was! 

i to beia mistake. The loss of life was limited to one brave man who 
to his post.and went down with the wreck. tele thin 

Engineer Wesley Allison was psam 

the only man missing. He held | 

the throttle on stock train No. 

42 and was coming in at high 

| speed. He saw his danger and 


CT a_i 


whistled for brakes, but his 
signal was 
either tno Jate 
or the brakes 
f failed to act. 
| The engine, 
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No. 341, collid- § 
ed with No 
320, which was REFEREN ice 

be Be bind 
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standing on` 

the bridge, 

with sufficient S 

force tn drive DOROTHY J. 
| it almost on CLARK 

top of the silent locomotive, 


Í 
i 
| 
f Fireman Sowers, of No. 341, | 
| 
i 


jumped from the engine just 
Qutside the bridge and es- 
caped withnut injury. But the 
gineer went down with the 
wreck 

7 Evgineer Flynn of No. 320, 


| heard Alli f hor- P 23 A PU ppm ~~ 
son's ery of hor Vigg ¢ COUNTY PUBLIC J i LIARS = 


ror as he found himself going Nite 
' down, and a man who lived $ 
near the scene said he saw! TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Allison struggling in the water } 

moments afterward. but he 

was unabie to. go to his as- 

Sistance. Allison’s struggles | 
| were brief and feeble. There} 
was little doubt he had re- 
ceived serious injuries before | 
he struck the water. 

The entire second span of 
the bridge from the east side 
was down. Below in a con- 
fused heap were the remains) 
of two locomotives and eight| 

or ten cars. f 


while from above one car, 


Engine No. 320 was com- 
pletely under water and the 
other engine lay at the base 
of the filer in a broken and 
confused ‘mass. At its side 
lay three or four stock cars. 


hung suspended from each 
Side in a way that the slight- 
‘est jar would send them down 
into the river. 

The stock cars were toad. 8 
ed with cattle and the noise Ñ 
madé by the frightened andj 


injured animals was almost | 
deafening About a dozen head 
of cattle escaped from the 
wrecked" cars and swam to 
land, 207 
One of the waterworks em- 
ployees who witnessed the col- 
lision deserrbed the scene as 
follows: “I heard th en- 
gines whistie. The engine of 
the train on this side had 
reached the dvaw and was at 
a standstill. The eastbound 
train came, around the curve 
at what appeared to be 175 
miles an hour. It was the 
fraction of a minute until the 
crash came. The flying en- 
gine seemed to jump into the 
aic like a living monster try- 
ing to leap over an obstruc- 
tion. The shock drove the mo- 
tionless engine back to the 
other span. Then the bridge 
gave way and the engines 
parted. The second -orash was 
deafening. It took some time 
for the cloud cf dust and 
steam to subside so I could 
see what happened. Then 
I could see nothing but the 
piles of rubbish floating away 
and could only hear the hiss- 
ing of the steam and the bel- 
lowing of the injured cattle.” 
Engineer Allison’s body was | 
not recovered until April 23, | 
1893, almost six months after 
the accident.” The widow and | 


children living at Mattoen sur- 
vived him. 

A similar train wreck oc- 
curred some eight years later 
on the Rig Four railccad 
bridge aver the Wabash River | 
here. On Feb. 23, 1900. a 
freight train composed of 4 
loaded cars, four empties, an 
engine and two cabooses left 
Mattoon at 10 o'clock. 

The freight cars were toad- 
ed with spelter. merchandise, 
baled cotton, bran, meal, pa- 
pec wrappers. -stove ovens, 
bulk middlngs, pig lead, 
bulk clay, wmber, corn, oil 
and wood. 

Engineer Harry Adams, in- 
terviewed at Union Hospital 
where he was being treated 
for injuries, gave the foliow- 
ing account: “When we came 
around the curve just before 
going on the bridge the fire- 
man said to me “All right,” 
which means that the bridge 
was clear. He could not get a 
full view of the bridge, but did 
wot see anything that was rot 
all right. We were going at | 
about 10 miles an bour when 
the engine went cn the bridge. 
Just as we touched it, Ruddell | 
cried out. ‘My God, lcok out!’ 
I tcoked out the window Ay 


i 
| 
| 


saw that the track was out | 


of ine and threw down my 
seak expecting to jump, but 
the next thing I knew [I felt 
the cold water and found my- 
self paddling around in the 
water. I got a hold on some- 
thing and knew that [ could 
keep from sinking. I heard 
Ruddell groaning and called 


HE pRIBUNE “STAR, TERRE Hå 


to hi He said that he was 
fast and burning . He be- 
came so weak ‘that he could 
not keep his head out of water , 
and I threw him a hoard. He 
rested his head on the board, 
and that is all I remember, 
I do aot know how I got out, 
but they tell me that I walked | 
on tne ice, and after they 
pulled me on the bridge that»: 
I walked to the bank. The fire- 
man was parboiled, I am sure, 
as he was jammed between 
the coal-gate and the. fire- 
door. He could not move and 
the escaping steam must have 
burned him. He tried to jump 
when he called to me, and was 
out of his seat and just ready 
to go when he Went down. 
The brakeman had just left 
the cab, and was either ‘going 
over the tank or was on the 
first: car... . If anyone knew 
of the dangerous condition of 
the bridge | they did mot try 
to flag us.’ 
Continued Next Week . 
z mmama ee 
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We expect to have the span 
repaired se that trains can 
pass over within five days. If 
the ice was/not so bad and the | 
weather was better we could! 
have trains over in three! 
: days. The delay to through: 
' Big Four travel will be an} 


hour.” | 
2 The Big Four bridge wreck į 
was the reigning sensation in! 
town, but the sudden cold 
wave kept the crawds down 
that visited the scene. Outside 
of the inconvenience to Big 
Four travel. the loss to the 
company was estimated at. 
$100,000. : 
Fireman Dan Ruddell died} 
at the hospital the night of the i 
wreck, He was terribly in-f 
jured. According to the at-t 
tending physician. Ruddelli 
was able to tell something of; 
the accident. He told that the: 
engineer and himself saw thati 
the bridge was out of plumb’ 
| before they struck it, and that; 
the engineer tried his best ta 
stop the train but they were . 
going too fast and could do 
nothing, 
Charles Baldwin. who had 
boats to rent on the river’ 
bank, and his wife tried to 
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More About Train Wrecks 


P | ommuni Afairs files 
On the. Big Four Brid 


Kou [roads hjt iy) 
Gs NOV 4 i873 By DOROTHY J. CLARK 
Last week's, cglymn told of the Big Four railroad bridge-over the Wabash river 
here at Terre Haute and t etwa maior disasters connected with it since it was c&n 
structed in 1881. The, first big: train wreck on the old iron,bridge occurred hetwagtvr 
two freight trainson Octy2 "1B 92, The second wreck occurred Feb. 23, 1900, and 
was also betyyeen Ah rele f trans. í at 
Big Fout allroad Superintendent Duane (for whom Duane Yards ig named). 
said: “The pier which gave way has been standing for nearly thirty years, and to! 
all appearances was as good as the day it was put in. The manner in which it was | 
undermined precluded. all possibility of its condition being:discovered in time te 
avert the accident..The water had sapped the foundations:fer down below the 
water line and until the weight of the train disclosed the'fact that the structure 
was unsafe, we had no knowledge of it.” gi, qe 
L. E. Short, of Mattoon, was the conductor in charge of the ill-fated train ahd 
was ridingiitthe caboose with the brakeman when the bridge gave way. Ê Eee 
The brakeman, with rare courage and presence of mind, sprang out on ie 
platform and set the brakes, his action preventing the dozen or more cars Jef , 
standing on the track from plunging into the river with the rest. 


a Bar” A 


| Short was be- 
l be ginning to 


Conductor Short said there 
were 49 freight cars in the: 
train and all fell into the river 
except 13. The conductor | 
jumped as soon as the brakes 
were set and 7 
the brakeman 
did likewise, 
both escaping 
without a 
scratch. 

Conductor } 


George Wilson, Harry 
Brown and Charles Williams, | 
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the train at Paris and so far 
as they knew there were no, 
other tramps in any of the! 
cars. ee 

A fortunate combination of; 


| circumstances was responsi- 


ble for the fact that the loss of; 
life was not something horri-’ 
ble. Train No. 11, which. was 
$ the Scuthwestern Limited, one 
of the fasteflying passenger 
trains over the road, had or- 


probably savedstwo lives was 
the breakisgstiown of engine 
No. 438. When the train was or- 


stop the train, as they noticed: 
hit was swaying to and fro. but! 
| they were not in time to do it. 
although they tried to do so. 
Engineer Adams and Fire-i 
man Ruddell both lived as, 
neighbors at Brighitwood. Rud-f{ 
‘dell was caught in the ganz-} 
way of the engine and pinnerl! 


pan ent 


| was fast 


' 


Bh rascal 
down under the wreckage. He 
against the 
boilerhead and his enture body 


caught fire from a sky rocket: 
that was fired with a line: 
from one side of the river to! 


think he bore ders to meet train No. 438. was scalded from the escap- 
a charmed Nae which scum i the high ing steam, 
life. as he was DOROTHY J. rate of spe t which the | As soon as he saw the 
in a smash-up CLARK | 2 train was running. Had he bridge was going away.: 
3 the week before and came out | x decided to tak@ a siding west Brakeman Whiteman started 
| unhurt, He was riding in his | of the river WW wait for the back on the train, but only 
caboose, the same as this | £ ‘fast passenger as would not | reached the top of the tank 
time, when a wreck occurred E have been out. bt the ordinary. when the crash came, He was 
in which his car was totally < ithe Southwest@rn Limited. caught between the first car 
demolished. Short jumped for with its “loaded passenger and the engine and both of his 
his life and stood by while his fas cars, woul e been hurled legs were badly crushed. f 
caboose was being ground to T to the bette De river. The next morning the 
pieces, e Another cidence that wrecked cars in the river 
$ 


a trio of tramps, were in one Í 
of the middle cars when tne 
bridge collapsed, but managed į 
to get out unhurt. When the 
engine went down there was a 
jar which shook the entire) 
train and the tramps sprang Í 
to their feet and Ianked out. 4 


* They made haste in getting} 


| 
| 


cut and a few seconds after jį 
they reached the ground their 
car had plunged into the river 
and became a part of the 
wreckage under the water. 
The three men were given 
lodging at the jail that night 
and left town the next morn-’! 
ing. They said sthey boarded | 


dered it, hashibeen decided to 
run a doy djeeheader to Terre 
Haute. Thejine prairs on No. 
438 could not he completed 
in time, hence the train was 
run with a single engine. The 
‘train men who escaped went 
to their homes at Indianapolis | 
that night “on the Knicker- | 
bocker, which was run from | 
Paris to Terre Haute over the | 
tracks of the T.H. & P. | 
Supt. W. M. Duane, of the: 
Big Four told a GAZETTE. 
reporter: “We put a hundred ; 
men to work repairing the | 
broken span of the bridge to- ! 
day and will put another shift | 
of another hundred on tonight. | 


the other igniting the cotton.} 
The flames soon spread and) 
the fire became so threatening; 
that it was necessary to call 
out the fire department to. 
save the bridge. A car of oil: 
and the baled cotton helped. 
spread the fire which ham 
pered the wrecking crews and 
threatened the wagon bridge 
as the flaming wreckage: 
floated downstream. | 

Enterprising citizens were 
salvaging the bales of cotton 
and other freight from the! 


, river and charging ten dollars: 

| a bale from the railroad. It's, 

pan ill wind that blows no 
1 
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‘Signa ae lization... File 


Three ee crossings in! 
{Vigo County that have been 
labeled as among the 25 most 
dangerous in the state may te-; 
|ceive automatic warning signals 
in the near future. 

A Public Service Commission 
ruling on proposed installation 
of the automatic warning sig-! 
nals at “25 of the most danger- 
ous railroad crossings” is €x- 
pected within a few weeks. 

The PSC heard evidence Tues- 
day on the proposal, authorized 
in a $500,000 appropriation by 
the i973 General Assembly. 

Stephen, E. Butwin. transpor- 
tation planner for the Vigo 
County Area Planning Depart- 
ment, reports that the three 
crossings in Vigo County are: 

i --Penn Centrai at Maple Ave. 
inear 29th St. 
—Penn Central at 3rd St. in 

Sandford. 


—Louisville and Nashvifle at 
43rd St. in Otter Creek Town- 
| ship. 
| Butwin commented that the 
locations were selected by the 
Railroad Department of the 
IPSC. He added that the Area 
Planning Department had alco | 


Continued On Page 14, Col. 2. | 
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been contacted for recommen- 
dation of sites. 

The railroads were originally 
to share in the costs of the in- 
‘stallation of the signals, but 
‘hearing examiner Dale B. Mc- 
Laughlin said Tuesday that this 
is no longer certain. 

The signals will cost from 
$16.000 to $43.000 per crossing, 
averaging, about $20,000. The 
railroads will take care of main- 
tenance. 

There was no direct opposi- 
tion to the program at the PSC 
hearing, but George Hopkins. 
assistant public counselor, 
questioned the method of select- 
ing the first 25 crossings. ) 

Indiana, has 10,868 railroad 
crossings, third largest tatai in 
the nation. Only 3,004 have ac- 
tive warning signals. 
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When Streetcars Came,’ . 


- Commpnity Affairs File ons 
Sireet Names Changed 


Ts DEC 25197 gy DOROTHY J. CLARK [Ca beads. CTh 


: Public transportation in the City of Terre Haute was provided for by the | 
Common @eurcil in 1666 when they authorized John H. Barr, President ‘of the 
Terre Hatite Street Railway Company, to lay tracks in the city streets. 

The tompany was authorized to lay a single or double track on the’ follow- 
ing streets: Wabash, Ohio, Cherry, Walnut, Mulberry, Poplar, Eagle, Swan, Chest- 
nut, Oak, Lafayette Road, and north and south streets from First to “Tenth 
streets. They were allowed to lay the above-named tracks plus any necessary 
turn-outs for side-tracks and switches. . Belin nes 

iThe railway ears and carriages to be used on these tracks were operated by 
animal power only, and could not connect with any other railway on which any 
other power was used. The street railway was to be used for no other purpose 
than to transport passengers and their ordinary baggage. , 

The tracks were not to be elevated above street level so as not to interfere 
with the passage of wagons, carriages, etc., along or across the track at any point. 
All tracks were to be of uniform gauge, not exceeding five feet in width, laid in the 


center of the streets only. 

The first streetcars were 
not allowed to go more than 
six miles an hour.- While the 
cars were turning corners 
from one street to another the 
horses or 
mules were 
not d ‘than n 
fasver than a 
walk. A dis- 
tance of 200 
feet had to be 
kept between: 
ears running 
in the same à 
direction i 

There were DOROTHY J. 

all sorts of CLARK 
safety rules including ‘‘con- 
ductors shall not allow ladies 
or children to enter the cars 
while in motion,” and ‘‘cars, 
after sunset. shall be provided 
with signal lights.” A fine up 
to fifty dollars was. levied on 
anyone convicted of hindering 
“or stopping a street car after 
the driver or conductor had 
rung the warning car bell. 

By the first day of October, 

1863, the company was 
| obligated to have a street .car 
| line in operation from the cor- 
ner of First and Wabash to 
the Passenger Depot on 
Chestnut street. The charter 
was granted for a thirty-year 
period and for four years the 
company was exempt from 
City taxes: The faré was set ‘at 
ten cents on any one line in 
the city. 

On July 7, 1368, the Com- 
mon Council passed an or- 
dinance “‘prohibitng all 
pérsons. not in good faith in- 
tending to use them as a con- 
veyance, from jumping on 
Horse Cars in the city, while 
the same are in motion.” 
i There was a fine not to exceed 
1$25 for this offense, 


eae eee 


- At the same session of the 
Counci! a similar ordinance 
was passed relating to 
railroad trains within the city 
limits while in. motion. This 
violation carried a $50 fine. 
Many ordinances adopted by 
the Common Council pertain- 
ed to streets and -public 
transportation. They found it 
necessary to regulate the use 
of stagecoaches. hacks, drays 
and other vehicles for 
transportation of passengers, 


ann 


Dorothy Clark, 


freight or other articles to and 
from points within the city for | 
hire or pay. They. tried to pre- 
driving.” aoe tie + , 
vent “‘immederate riding or | 
driving.” Sal 0 

Traffic hagards‘over a cen- 
tury ago (included the “running 
at large of cattle, horses, 
swine, folws, and other ani- 
mals.” The Council tried to re- 
strain and’ prohibit this prac- 
tice. ' ; 

They found it necessary to 
regulate the speed of horses, 
carriages, locomotives, etc. A 
tax was established on om- 
nibuses by the 1873 Acts. 

The planting, maintaining, 
and protection of shade trees 
along the streets and in public 
grounds was their 
responsibility in 1865. They 
also compelled the owners of 
lots bordering on those streets 
and public grounds to do the 
same. They could specify 
what kind of tree and how it 
was to be planted! 


Com*mont 


ry Atfal 


rg Fete 


REFERENCE 
DO NOTCIRCULAT® 


ta 
X 
F 


BRARY 


PUBLIC LI 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


t 


Į 


a0 00 


i 


fa 


In 1871 the ‘Council passed 
an ordinance changing . the 
name of some streets and 
naming others. The street 
running east and west from 
the south line of the Female | 

į College grounds sw amed 
College street. Shpéts” street 
became Crawford. 

Wabash Street was changed 
to Main street. The ‘street : 
known as ‘Spruce and Tyler 
was renamed Spruce from the 
river to 13th. Pine was renam- 
ed Tippecanoe. The first 
street north of) Lowaat! owas 
named Early; (therseadhi0thes 
came Third Avelisthenshiid d 
became Mack;i:thesfalirttebe=5 
came Sixth Aves therfifthl:be-3 
came Seventh, Avet and the 
sixth became (Bighth Ave.. s3 

Market street was, S A 
| Third street. The, street bet- 
| ween Sixth and Seventh ;was* 
; changed to Center., The street 
running north and south 
recorded as Eighth was 
changed to Seventh. The name 
‘of the first street east of the 
Terre Haute House, recorded 
ag Ninth. was changed to 
| Eighth. The street recorded as. 
Tenth was changed to Ninth. 
Broad street became Tenth 
street. 

Elk became Eleventh; 
[Fawn became Twelft h; 
Prairie became Thirteenth. 
The street between Thirteenth 
‘and Fourteenth was caked] 
Centre Ave, ~ 

The street running torth | 
and south, west of Jewett’s 
third subdivision, and east` of | 
Jewett's first subdivision, was | 
named Fourteenth street. The 
mext street east became Fif- | 
teenth; the next one east be-’| 


came Sixteenth; and the bhird 
. streel cast became Seven- 
teenth street. 

Cherry -street was changed 
to Mulberry; Mulberry to. 
' Eagle: and Eagle street be- 
came Chestnut. In 
researching ‘locations before 
and after 1871, the above 
changes become very impor- 
tant to remember. 

In 1873 the Philadelphia 
system. of numbering houses 
was adopted in Terre Haute. 
Using Water street as a base 
for east and west streets, the: 
odd numbers were on the) 
right hand side and even num-! 
bers on the left- hand side. | 
With Main street as base for 
north and south streets, odd 

numbers were on the west, 
even numbers on the east side 
of streets south of Main; while 
odd numbers were on the east, 
even. numbers on the west 
Sides of the streets north of 
Main. 

The growing pains of Terre 
Haute’ over a century ago 
_were evident In the streets 
and street cars and their 
problems even as they are to- 
day. 
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Now Is The Time To Push For New Rail Service 


It is time for Terre Haute officials to push, 
for the reestablishment of rail passenger service 
linking Terre Haute and Chicago. In view of -the 
energy crisis, the growing demand for mass, trans- 
wportation, aad Terre Haute’s poor connections, both 
Yagrahd thighway, with Chicago, this is the time 
to move on new rail service. 
1 Rail servites jbekween -the%tiwo cities was discon- _. 
jdanued ingthe mld-60s by tHe'Chicago..&- Eastern ° 


= with réquests. However, the state should be—and 


quickly. Unfortunately, the Hoosier state has rarely 
been known jto be in the vanguard of anything, but 
new rail serice might be something the state could 
repioneer in. 

After all, Indiana and Terre Haute was served 
by an impressive network of interurban lines and 
ee ey rail passenger service up until World 

' The tradition is there. Perhaps it only 


War 
igilinois Railroad. The 2 Evitisville to Chicago Trai» “heeds kde aed 
line-wad!Sibsequeritlf.,sold to e Louisville oN” 
will Railroad! which yses, it. apmlnsiv ely. ‘freight 
ies rice. fuiet Iss 


Service ts Chicago is an obvious need and rite 
be ¢ canoriicaliy feasible. A route from Terre Haute, 
throggh Danville, Ill., and on to Chicago, could be 

ve Perre Haute gurrently is served by Amirak, east hangcgl with new proposed self-propelled equip- 

“ii, esti: Thescdlational s nae, aimost chopped... meht.eAnother alternative would be to explore the 
off by Anitraletai few months“ago, was given) maf-zi feasibility of a longer route, perhaps to Evansville 

“prieve anc businéss is reported PR as is all busines -afd bêyond. r 

on the: Amtrak system. = ssil | a E Riano north-south interstate serving the area 

'_ For the past two years, Amtrak ridership* has ank W: ‘tthe spectre of a continuing gasoline short- 

been rising about 12 per cent a year, the first tint age haute: travoj may Bo hamperétt between Terre 

in two. decades that ridership has increased. Dur- | ‘Hnute Rna hgo. Air travel “is Rede the answer, 

ing the last few weeks, ridership is up 25 per cent «ejthet Agent commuter service is valuable, 

over last year and reservation calls to Amtrak of- but the? thd! Of equipment will limit the demand. 

fices have gone as high as 64,000 a day, ‘threex = Rail. šęryice is an answer and it should be ex- 


to five years ahead of projections. 4 lone 
=“ plored. now- 
State officials have been flooding Amtrak With oe ae Sp JAN 5 74 


bids for new routes. “I’ve had to put a map on my +~ oa 
wall showing all the inquiries and expected in- 
quiries. It looks like a bloody spider web,” an 
Amtrak state-relations official says. 
Indiana is not among the states flooding Amtrak 
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Detained. ih 
Deraiiment’ 


a JAH: € 
A “high cae Bs Kia 
I| was delayed, by. derailment of 
empty cars ón another long 
freight ‘Satutttay' at Terre 
Haute, according to authorities 
| who declined io reveal the des- 
tination of the coal train. No in- 
juries were reported. 

Other sources reported the 
northbound freight was travel- 
ing from Evansville to Chicago 
when the derajlment tore up 
abou? 1,200 fe got LAN track 
north of the city. 

The track ad just been 
patroled on Friday, one report 
stated. 

Offical fnformation — staled 
that 18 empty: cA of a Fouis- 
vile & „Nashville - Railroad 
freight train eft the tr&ck, de- 
laying movement “of a high 
priority coal train. 

Crews immediately were dis- 
patched to repair and clean up 


Coal Train °°") 


the nearly quarter-mile section| 

of track and roadbed damaged 

in the derailment, the report 
continued, to permit the coal 
train to continue, 

The derailed cars were re- 
ported about 11 cars behind the 
engine of the 110-car train. The 
approximately 80 cars remain- 
ing on track behind the derail- 

pment Teportedly were towed to 
Ithe Dewey siding by the engine 
ot the coal train halted by the 

d accident. 

The faet that no injuries were 
| reported was attributed to alert) 
i crewmen who warned ey 
| “Brace yourself, we're slacking 
them up!” 

No estimate of time required 
for repair of the track was re- 
ported. It was observed, how- 
ever, that the roadbed was soll 
under a crust of hard ground! 
and Was damaged exteusmaly 4 
L N 
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By DOROTHY iz CLARK blame. Because of the daisies 
eS and distance, from ithe tower. 
A half century aga” most the operator could not. have 
unusual train wreck happened noticed the signal arm and light 
on Terre Haute’s south side. ii (standing clear. The wreck, no 
Early om the morning. of dan.|doubt, could have beeti averted 
17, 1924, with the thermometer bad it been daylight. The 
standing “at ‘4 degrees below] operator in such a case, noting 
zero, Exigine’ No.. 8287 of the|the signal standing ‘cléar,; could 
Mitwaukee Railroad left the|have cleared the derail until the 
West Clinton. Yards ahd’ headed | trouble with the signal was 
south. for, Terre “Haute and ascertained and remedied. 


southern teins coal fields. At 


fireman,:and Iler G. Boyd, com- 
ductor, in charge of the slowly 
moving, train of about 50 empty 
coal cars.. `` 
| About 25 miles south ot West 
\Clinton, near the south edge of| 
Terre Eaute’s city limits, as the 
train ayproached the C. & E. I. 
(now L. &° N.) “Railroad cross- 
ing. the engineer found the top 
arm end the green light of the 
home signal-indicating that the 
|way was clear and that he could 
proceed. ~~ 

However, although the signal 
showed clear. the derail was set 
|for derailment and the huge 


Conductor Boyd, who was riding 
in the cab at that lime, all 
leaped to safety on the. fire 
man’s side and ae: sennu 
injury. - 

Investigators - the “wreck 
scene found the Aed and fro- 
zen body of a mouse in the elec- 
tric mechanism box which con- 
trolled the home signal of the 
Belt Junction interlocking plant. 
Because of the great distance 
from the interlocking plant or 
tower to the sigrals and devai's. 
Belt Juncticn tower was entirely 
electric while most inter!>*ckin? 
plants were mechanical. The 
body of the mouse was thought 
to have caused'a short circuit 
which in tumn caused the signal 
not to furction properly. 

The crew ef Estr: 3997 and 
the tower ecperator. Millard S. 
French. were abs. wed of all 


‘Mouse, „Seeking Shelfër 
Derails Freight Train 
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With fe 7 een. 
at’a cost of $2,400:00;and after a| 
thorough check and averhauliag, 
Engine 8287..wasiilater placed, 
back'on the rails: andicontinued 
im .service on the Milwaukee 
Road. However, m a general re- 
numbering program “6 f“ lo- 
comotives, the member’ was | 
changed to 568 in 1939,°* ~ 

Millard S. French, ‘the tower 
operator, is now deceased. The 


Tyger 
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three crew members have bees 
located. They ace Engineer Ho- 
vey Anderson, who lives at RR 
3, Brazil, Ind.; Fireman Dor 
Hunter, 2611 Poplar St., Terre | 
Haute; and. Conductor Ner G.) 
Boyd, 1181 S. „Adagai Fort 
Worth, Texas, — x 


ST wed s A 
red in Terre Haute50 years ago when a tiny mouse 
wereviio injuries in the mishap—except j 
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Affects:T.H. Area 
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„More than 200 Indiana towns, | caster, Howesvile, : 
including 19 in the Terre Haute| Case, New’ /Lebanor, 
tail district, never again could: Station and Riverton. 
hear the sound of railroad cars; Some’ of tie communities 
traveling over 2,350. miles of | which would be affected by the 
track under the Department of! Vincennes T eN GNE 


Dugger, 
Noram 


would 
Transportation’s proposed <railiclude= Géspor ts: RSE: 
plan announced Friday. dan, Sperneg < Worth- 
“However, the plan must clėarfington, Patricks Coal: City, 


a number of hurdles and could 
not be put into effect for at 
least 20 months. 

Communities in the Terre 
Haute zone which would be left 
without direct or spur line rail) 
Service. according to the zone 
maps issued with the report in- 
clude; St. Bernice, West Clin- 

i ton,- Bradshaw, Sanford, St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods,. Tecumseh, 
Fontanet, Coal Bluff, Carbon, 
Riley, Cory, Clay City, Lan- 


Jasonvitte; , Linton,” Bloomfield, 
Switz City, Lyonsand New Hani 
mony. 


In. the e district 


some of the town Mea 
would include: Rockvilleg Ro 
dale, New Ross, ts erghi 
Hillsboro and Darii ONTAS -o 

The. report., 


fon ay des 


SEY, ; A 
and Mid west I aligodds..said 
25 “pet cent’ vof “trackage: 
two areas eee or 
redundant. < Si ae" a 3 

The report: j 

rail Service down into 17 zones, 
with, Terre Haste Serving as a 
hub of one ofsthe-zones. ° b- 
t Governor Bowen following ‘th 
announcèment said he- had con- 
ferred «with, Transportation Se- 
\cretaryn Claude Brinegar. | 
| “Mr. Brinegar stated tnat the 
federal government recognizes 
| that the information upon which 
the. Zone Rail, Services Report 
is based is insufficient to make’ 
the final determinations and that 
he welcomes our participation,’ i 
Bowen, said. ‘‘A wide range. of 
loptions is open...in preserving: 
‘essential rail Service.’ Tre | 

The communities - . represent 
part of the 25 per cent, of north-: 
eastern. and midwestern _rail- 
iroad mileage, the DOT, contends. 
is, uneconomical -òr -redundant 
and- which, it-claimed could be, 
abandoned; with only minor 
impact- on; shippers. .or ee 
gers.» day Tere 
Included in the proposal v were 
| suggestions to.reroute .two pas- 
lenger trains, the James Whit- 
comb Riley.» between Chicago 
and Cincinnati, and the Broad- 
way Limited between: Chicago 
and New York. 

The DOT proposal suggested) 
running the Riley over Chesa-| 
ipeake & Ohio track, eliminating 
a stop at Indianapolis, and re- 
routing the Broadway through 
‘Akron or Cleveland, eliminating | 
its Pittsburgh stop.. That would] 
{probably shift the train through | 
|South Bend, bypassing Fort 
Wayne where it now stops. ` 
; William J. Watt, Governor 
Bowen's administrative assistant 
‘said DOT Secretary Claude S. 
| Brinegar talked with Bowen be- 
fore the announcement of the; 
release of the three-volume re- 
port. a 
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fall, Greentown, S 
KRA Tron pase One. RICHMOND — ; - Fountain 


< a OOKVE Me i - Malton. 


Denver, 
Michigantown: 
n, Sharpevilisy Wind- 


a E 


Mooreland,| 

iddletown. Honey: 

AR Springport, Mount 
Milroy, lays, | 


SOUTH BEND _ We ter, Ri 
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d the people 
ilities in this! 


system report g 
the extent of 
{have in this ss@ 


vilie, Frankton. 


‘Elizabethtown, 
A errison, Freetown, 
jenna, Lexington, Hope, 
Paris, Commiskey. 
Whorntown, 


—_ 


Adag ation an- i 
1 to reroute’ § 

: around In- | 

ad. “For one if 


tlanta, 3 
ville, ‘Durbin, 
_ Bargeravillc, 
dinburg, Pit- 
Jamestown, 


f £ Wilcox, 
b rherfeld, - ! 


nyson 
* Stockwell, “| 


am to Hoosier com- 

, by rail which! 

‘could ha ervice eliminated. | 
Cort alae the routes not 
iprogramm into the core sys- 

tem could’ be ‘acquired ty other 
‘profitable “railroads, new com- 
‘|panies or” government,” he! 
suggested. A group of shippers | 
along one route might combine] 
to form a company to haul! 
freight over an abandoned route, 
he said. 

The state, he added, ` would 
ne: get into ownership of any 
abandoned track. “The state 
has no business getting into the| 
raiiroad business.” 

Preliminary estimates foresee 
six per cent of the tonnage 
shipped by rail in Indiana would 
be eliminated by the DOT pro- 
posal. However, Watt said the: 
forecast provides no estimate of: 
what the spinoff effect might be. | 

Abandonments previously pro: 
posed by the railroads were ex-' 
pected to remain stalemated 
until action on the DOT pro-. 
posal is taken by Congress. _ | 

Among the communities and: 
railroad designations which 
; would have rail service curtailed 
‘or abandoned, according to Sen. 
Vance Hartke’s. office, were} 
these. by area: . 
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Ry JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Stall Writer ^ 


The dream of future rail 
: travel — in the near future, that 
is! — which will offer at least 
some of the advantages that 
‘now are part of the past, is the 
dream of a number of people in 
| Terre Haute. ; 

Some of them-aire 
buffs’ who simply 
everything about trains. 

Some of them are simply 
weary travelers, tired of fight- 
ing a steering wheel in order to 
get somewhere, and wanting to 


they're going. . 


among ‘those. -who: 


sees 
possibility of turning a problem 
might be found jn one Terrejinto an opporunity for progress, 
Hautean who is trying to do/rather than simply to complain 


A little bit of both ‘groups 


something about it. about the problem. è 

He is Patrick O'Leary, presi-| The Chamber president, who 
deut of the Terre Haute Aréalalso is the president of Terre 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“railroad 
enjoy 
reports and observations ot) duced speed limits, 
transportation generally | portation’ such as one or two- 
O'Leary has launched an inquiry| car trains seems more accept- 
into the possibility of restoring) able than it one did.” i 


rail passenger service between! Of the Terre Haute-Chicago 
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Haute Concrete Supply Corpora- same time laying groundwork! 
Stimulated by both good news/ticn, says, “With: the advent ofjfor future a in Speed: 
and bad news in recent railroad|the energy fuel crisis and re-|and convenience. 


‘pooled trans-|poadbeds are (re 


Kieti ‘ 
Community. 


‘ t 
ti 


rs. File, 


e 


{ 


Teo 13197f * ss 3 

a @ o iesen BE 

s s paan aa 

ervice 

È 5 eh < = | 

Aa ia Fiz umaa. S¥B se | 
geo dak EEEH 

eG ia ER EE v5 | 

osed, = Ta reports gaydirament officials“... Gon-| 

bbained to date! sider the péssibility of rail pas-i 


senger service to benefit westi 

That information suggests|central Indiana and our neigh-! 
that, even without the high|bors inseastern Illinois.” 
speed service that is an aim of! The “Chamber president 
the future, present capabilities|reports that support he is find-} 
can offer worthwhile service toling ahd other developments are! 
passengers with increased reves|ancouraging:’- ~ < é | 
nue to railroads while at thaj rie midst recent hes of tbati 

l a was -eported in the 
ribun’ last Saturday. 

The item, 2datelined Spring- 
ported Jiggy 7 ‘Arn. 
capable of handling 40-60, miles ae Eo AA 
per hour rail service,” O'Leaty|.ythermalineis from Dubuque, 
says, adding with an eye to the lowa. toM@Aiio. The inaugural 
future, “I would: imagine, tj run of the; new train — thej 
iy spe tne me see Jape Blackhawkses-is Wednesday of 
roadbeds -wou proper this week with regular service 
upgrading. 


soma ' in both directions to begin} 
“So, to begin with, this ie Thursday. | ų 
make Terre Haute to Chicago : What’ = 4 rpe. 
| A =. tec s more, it will employ 
An approximate, [ounour he thre self-propelled passenger 
And ths. could=very well be acars to carry up to 230 people. 
daily ay a A early ening And that's the kind of service 
heparture ..and eatly. “even IC, Mea 
return,” ‘he advises. It is’ also being investigated for proposal 


À her, if Amtrak čan be persuaded 
noted that with Terre Haute as 4 : 
a’ terminal point, dependable to look at the Terre Haute-Chi- 
schedules could be assigned 
ali gg Eg delays asso-| With the aid of a $239,000 s t a t e 
ciated with “waiting for the subsidy, will leave Dubuque in 
trans taie UTET AN RUTE the moming- and return in thej 
‘Waa halt are hi sia fh a évening. Stops will be.at East 
| O'Leary also observes, “‘Am-|Dubuque. Galena, Freeport, 
trak, with its short tenure ofj Rockford and Elmhurst, accord- 
operation, has done much to en-ling to Saturday's story. 

courage rail passenger ser-| The distance between Dubu- 
vice... And, pointing to e€x-)que and Chicago is almost ex- 
penditures for targe metropoli-jactly the same as that between 
ian areas, he suggests that/Terre Haute and Chicago. 


cago potential favorably. 
The Blackhawk, established 


Claims / 


tc 
A reren ao a the Lots- 
‘ville and Nashville Railroad 
has contested statements by 


About an e Untrue 


test urging Gov. -Otis R. Bowen! safety hazzard and put 450 area 

not to sign the measure, whichjtruck drivers out of work. 

is expected to reach his desk| +t oe 

[State Sen. .Herman Fanningithis wee “The potential: dangér- of two 

and State, Rep: R. Jerome fat. + unit trains per day compared 

Kearns in ‘opposition to a bill| Richard Aw O’Brien, district| with „150= or _ more‘ trucks on 

[that could-permit AMAX Coal| sajes manager of the L&N, toid comi Tid: wat Ëe. ¿Mminimal, ri 

Company to construct a spuriThe Sta® that Fanning ahd O'Brienssabd S Sapi 
“poripg our’ preset. energy 


line across Ind. 46 abe four| Kearns; had been ares in 
Vigo County roads. , their statement that ‘‘proposed|shortages; T also Wish cto. point 
legislators, bothishiprents would be-by Penn|to the Jan. 7 se of NAM 


The two 
Terre Haute Democrats, have/ Central Transportation - Com- 
See AMA 
On On Page e 1 Eolima: 4 


o 1974 


called for a massive public pro- pany, whichybas not paid- a 
penny cf tax to the State of In- 
diana for years.” . 

“This statement is incorrect,” f 
Q'Brien said; “Shipments will 
be. handled hy the Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad by a lease 
‘where they? operate over the}; 
Penn Centra! tracksy The L&N 
'has: and will cont&hue to be a 
taxpaver ingVigo: “Cainty as well 


as the surrounding counties.’ 

F] 
t Fanning fand 4 K£arns claim 
the cross ings. Would enable 


AMAX tof increase its profits 
by cutting/the costs of shipping 
coal to tte Indiana Michigan! 
Electric Company. The two lez-| 
islators said construction: of the 
spur ling would constitute a 
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Continued From Page 1 | 
Reports, published by the Na- 


turers,” he added. i 

“Freight trains can move 190 
ton miles per gallon of fuel, 
compared to a minimum of 60 
tæn miles per gallon for trucks,” 
O’Brien commented. “This 
savings in fuel alone would 
greatly benefit the citizens of 
Vigo County should Gov. Bowen 
sign House Bill 1278.” 

Controversy surrounding~ the, 
legislation flared last week pr 
the House un ctedly ‘re 


lthe measure and sent it to’ the 

jgoternor. Eee, ise the bill must 

rst be pre red th Printers 

‘and examined the’ attorne 

igeteral, expected | 

to Yreceive i filer this) 
rii Š 

et Ba 


os s+ It Bi 
| .. The; Sen apparently had 
Killdd the bill last Wednesday 
when Fanning led a 26-22 vote 
against, a, coai ererice committee 
report on a gnéasure. However, 
jon Thursdayethe House rescind- 
ed ‘its origifial ‘objection | to 
amendments _pdded by the Sen- 


ate, thus ating the need for 
the conferenge committee’ 'ac- 
tion. . 


Fanning and Kearns criticized | 
ithe-House. action in addresses 
\Thursday before their respective 
legislative colleagues. 

Glaiming "me power of the 


dolla has spoken”, the two 
legislators sai@jthe preposed rail 
crossings constitute a 
e a schod arses and ail! 
othér public fare 
While. H.B wais action 
by the gove m. Circuit 


al Orisdiction in 
@ suit pe p g against 
AMAX. SRT 


Filed last summer by Richard 
L. Baker and 283° er residents 
of © western Clay and eastern 


Vigo -eounties, uit seeks ta 
prevent AMAX construct; 
ing the crossings, 4 iting threats 
ito public safety. suit claims 


the coal compa has no legal 
right to construct the crossings. 

Last week the Indiana Su-| 
preme Court ruled that Special 
Judge Samuel E. Beecher had 
inot acted within prescribed 
amount of time on a motion to 
correct errors submitted by the 
coal company., The high court 
said Beecher had not -ruled 
within 30 .deys, because he 
thought he had 45 days in whic! 
to act. 

An injunction against con- 
struction of “the crossings, is- 
sued last August by Beecher, 
remains in effect, pending pos- 
sible rulings by Judge Hamilton. 

Atlomney, Hansford C. Mann 
jrepresents the plaintiffs in the 
ocal suit, while attorney 


Thomas Spelman | represented 
the coal company: 


Freight ( Cars 
Jump Tracks, 
Halt Traffic 


‘ J FEB 261974 i 
i By JACK HUGHES | 
Tribune Staff Writer | 


A Penn Central freight train! 
‘derailment just north of down-! 
~town Terre Haute emia 
closed crossings on north-south | 
streets between 3rd and 7th Sts. i 
Tuesday and halted eastbound 
rail traffic for about 10 hours. . 

Kari Kalsow, Penn. Central 
district manager, told the Tri- 
_bune that equipment damage in- 


| 


volving 11 cars and one crossing}. 


signal was estimated roughly at 


about $15,000- following thej: 
' §mitial survey. -An estimate ofj 


damage to freight, ; ranging 
from plastic pellets to household 
appliances, remamed to , be 
completed. . | 

L. D. Everts; wreckmaster |! 
with a crew from Avon, IIL, 
said he expected to clear the 
‘derailed cars by early at- 
= ternoon. z 

2 Although street ‘traffic À was 
stopped from 1st St. to 13th St. 
| by the derailment shortly before 
midnight Monday, 7th. 8th and) 
9th Sts. were opened to autos by 
the rush hour period Tuesday 
: moming. Wreckage appeared 
-confined between- 5th -and.6th 
Sts., but wrecktram operations 
kept other crossings closed bet- 
„ween 3rd and 7th. Traffic on 3rd 
| St.. was bumper-to-bumper for 
about half a mile about 8 a.m.) 

Kalsow reported, ‘‘Seven cars 
on an eastbound train derailed 
‘Just west of ist Su and damag- 

‘ed? four cars. on a westbound 
train." adding.. “We've. got 
westbound traffic and hcpe- to 
_ Clear switchovers for eastbound: 
‘in a few hours.” _ 

He said additional equipment 
was en route to assist in the 
clearing cperations. - 

The railroad district manager 
reported further. ‘'Fortunately,. 
rail damage appears to- have 
been relatively mincr.” as hel 
said that rail traffic should bej 
moving in both directions by af- 
'termoon. ‘The west bound line is| 
open and running now.” he said. 

The derailed cars included 
two hopper units carrying 
plastic pellets. two empty tank 
cars and boxcars carrying ap- 
pliances such as washing 

. machines. dryers and.the like, 
according to Kalsow. 

Earlier reports quoted 
„another railroad official that 
between 290 and 250 feet of 
track were torn up in the derail- 
ment. Early reports also sug- 
gested that ice in the roadbed 


—— 


may have caused cars to rock | 
more than usual, resulting ini 
‘the § ‘one passing” train 
jeri h the other. 
i) No injuries were reported in 
|the’ derailment which occurred 
labout 11:45 p.m. Monday. 
Derailed cars took out the au- 
tomatic signal on the south side 
of the crossing at 5th St. as the 
wheel trucks on one of the: two 
cars ‘carrying plastic pellets 
sheared off, the car coming to 
rest on its side on the north 
side of the tracks just east of 
(the Sth St. crossing. ~ 
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Terre Haute, where local lead- 
ers appear to expect no serious 
effect from the JOT proposal in 

Congressman John T. Myers|the rear future. However. iong- 
(R.-Ind., 7th Dist.) urged the) range effects are under study. 


4reports 
‘@lated for verbal testimony and 
|, 400 written comments to betin: 
jgluded in hearing data. { ba 
i> Little concern was voiced m 


aed | 


pany and others are complain- 
ing that! they. cannot get enough 
‘coal for their plants.” To disrupt 
the. delivery of coal to power 
plants in Indiana, as this plan 
twill do, seems ludicrous in the 
face of the energy shortage. 
“TLoreabize the rail proposal 
will net take effect immediate- 
ly, but neither do the experts! 


ae a ee iii juniu AnaS, TAS service from a Penn Certral! 
R ir q F Sen som i spur was less than adequate.: 
s a © Cc iON ; “.. . a car now and then, is! 
i what it amounts to,” Rose went} 
Ra rend ‘Gr 4’ on to say, “We're more inter-| 
. $ ested in some rail improvement! 
, ; rather than abandonment.” Hel 
O nN C a rn S re A j also commerted that the feel-| 
` ying among businessmen in some} 
34 a i smaller communnties that they! 
F MAR 111974 were “too small t¥ do anything: 
By JACK HUGHES about it,” contributes to thel 
Tribune Stalf Writer appearance of apathy. _ | 
A number of people in small) 
communities, however, are at- 
‘tempting to do something and 
U.S. Department of Transporta-| Some discrepancy is indicated that interest is being expressed 
tion (DOT) to “. .. go back to|in the proposal. accordmg to to government through various. 
the drawing board.” as opposi-|sources who advise that the officials, including Cong. Myers) 
tion developed in Indianapolis; presence of St. Bernice on the whose testimony to the Indian- 
hearings this week on the DOT DOT list of towns to be affected apolis hearing, as reported in, 
railroad abandonment proposal. | suggests abandonment of the advance, includes the followirg 
Declaring that the abandon-| Milwaukee Road through there, , comments: i ] 
ment of 37 per cent of railroad; the only rail line presently serv- Congressman Myers said the. 
lines in Indiana “. .. wouldling St. Bernice. However, Mi- i proposal is based on “shoddy 
have a disastrous effect on in-|nois towns on the same line ‘research, il-cpnceived in its 
dustry and agriculture in the; are not included in the listing |realizaticn of the economic im- 
“state,” the congressman said,|for that state, the sources re- jpact on rural Indiana and totally: 
“To improve the system is one’ port. t lacking in ary recognition of the. 
matter. -To eliminate service} Paris Mayor William Quinn PTA CrISIS. ae 
altogether is quite another and says he has written to“. . . our: att ue conclude am my 
I urge the DOT to go back tojcongressmen, senators, the rail. |T&4 tha ll oi thé Sir ntik 
the drawing board armed withiroads and the Interstate Com- haa T IR 5 Ay pA a not 
the facts presented here this| merce Commissior and every-} eee 4 M sendi Se the 
week and produce a realisticlone with a strong case against] om N soa Hise pa Bap 
plan which takes into considera-| (the proposal) . . . It will hurt sant gin te tell tha story 
tion the urgent needs of the peo-|our community very much.” | af thousandsilof jobs SONNET 
ple of Indiana’ 2 3} He’ mentioned in particular! |aregs of thousands of bushels 
Congressman Myers, Senatori Illinois Cereal Mills. Inc., which of grain, and of the millions of 
| Vance Hartke (D.-Ind.), Gover-) he said.is.a big operation Bae o tons of power-producing coal. 
“nor Otis" Bowen: and representa-/bigger. than “many people real} |" «Agribusiness, on which a ma- 
_ tives. froma number of busi-|ize, They keep crews busy 24; lior part of the economy of the: 
‘nesses and communities in thel hours a day loading and unload- ‘Seventh District is based, will] 
(Terre Haute area were among} ing (rail shipmerts).” -| \suffer tremendously if this plan 
individuals expected to state op-| Floyd) McRae, president of] ‘is approved. In tum, the con- 
¿position to the proposal'as hear-|phar.*company, told The] sumers of America. will suffer 
ings got underway Monday? m TRIBUNE: Monday. “I “the! because of our inability to move 
ithe ` Indianapolis | Convention present proposal is accepted by/ the farm products from the farm 
jCenter and elsewhere. Approx-| the Congress, there would be-no! to the dinner table in a timely 
grated 500 statements. pro and! ra. service to | Paris, Hi.” and efficient manmer. 
¥ already were ‘indicated: as Noting that Paris” presently_is "Secondly; the coal industry 
noted 200 witnesses served only by: Penn Central,; in our part of the state is sec- 
McRae went on to say that thel ond only to farming and even 
y proposal. shows continuing ‘now Public Service Indiana, the! 
service on another set of tracks. 
“. 2. but the (rail)road indi- 
cated was abandoned two years 
ago,” and would. not handte-the: 
weight of ‘freight traffici re- 
quired. * Š PEON - g Bia 
"We've buta case" for our 
plant and are presenting it (to 
hearings) in St. Louis tomor- 
row,” the cereal milis president 
reported, adding that more de-| foresee any major relief in the 
tailed information on the com- energy shortage. We must en | 
pany’s position may be forth-) courage the mining and use of 
coming after the appearance in our vast coal supplies, not dis-! 
St. Louis. Hearings are being courage such development as 
jconducted there and in Chicago, this rail proposal would do. 
(as well as in Indianapolis, ac- “Thirdly, this plan contra- 
‘cording to reports of the current gicts all the rhetoric we have! 
series of hearings. heard in recent years about en- 
| Concern has. been reportedicouraging the development of; 
|among businessmen, particulat-jryral America to relieve pres- 
ly grain elevator operators, andi cures on the metropolitan areas. 
in chambers of commerce in a! rr industry is forced to leave 
[number of area communities.’ pural areas because of a lack 
‘including Paris, St. Bernice, onal 
Clay City, Rockville, Spencer, 
| Bloomington and others. 
Rockville Town Board Chair- 
man Glenn Rose, asked about 
tailrcad abandonment attitudes 
in his community, said, “We've 
got a lot of concern about that.” 
_ Observing that existing rail 


\Indiana-Michigan Electric Com-t 


| of shipping facilities and réturn! 
kto the already - overcrowded] 
Peities of America. then we have! 
| dealt the death blow to all the 
efforts to make rural America 
mere attractive to industry and 
worker alike. j 

In Lebanen, Frankfort, Craw-, 
fordsville, Linton, Spercer and 
a half dozen other areas where 
grain elevators are located, I. 
am told certain industries will 
¡have to close and relocate if rail) 
j service iis curtailed. Representa-' 
itives of these industries will be 
jhere this week to explain in 
detail their problem. 

“I do not contend that all the 
jtrack labeled as excess in the 
Į Secretary's report is absolutely 
| necessary. I do contend that 
pe report proposes a tremend- 
ous overkill far. beyond that 
| what the people of our part of 
Indiana can afford. 
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ened 


Rendvation, 


myi nity Anairs 
A $200,000 railroad track reno- 
vation program on Penn Cen- 
tral’s main line between Terre) 
Haute and Marshall, IN., hasi 
begun. 

Bil Martin,- track supervisor 
here for the Penn Central 
Transportation Co., said tha! 
crews are at work in Marshall 
and West Terre Haute on the 
program’s first phases. The en- 
tire project will require about 
four months to complete. 

A 47-man crew is retying and 
surfacing two miles of track at 
Marshall and an 18-man crew 
15 surfacing the main line from 
West Terre Haute to Dennison, 

I, 

Retying is the replacement 
of railroad ties. Surfacing in- 
volves raising the track approx- 
imately an inch and putting new 
stone under and around the 
track, 

Martin said other phases of 
the spring and summer pro- 
gram would involve retying and 
surfacing two miles of track 
west of Marshall; Retving 
through Dennison; DI and at 
the MeKeen crossings rétying ma — eee ~~ 
and surfacing hetween Martins- Lomminify Affairs Fife 
ville and Casey, N1. ;vand- ren- FA 
novation of crossings at Third 
and Tippecanoe streets aki at 
Fifth and Tippecanoe streets 

-in Terre Hauie. 

‘The Fifth Street crossing was 
the scene of a March. 1?.derail- 
ment involving a vinyl chloride 
ae car. The dexgilment forced REFERENCE 
the threelay evacuatie of 
residents neal the scene. DO NOT CIRCULATE 

Martin noted railroad crews 

< would he working 10 hours per 
day, four days a week during 
jtne four-menths needed to 
.compiete the project. He said 
1 $500,009 worth of equipment is 
jinvolved in the work. 
4 Martn said work on the Terre 
‘Heute crossings is contingent 
jon the appropriation ef neces- 
teary railroad funds. The work 
¿lso needs the approval of city 
and state officials. 
$ No more than haif of Third 
Street will he clinsed at one 
time when {he crossing work 
is underway there. Mariin said. 
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r 
wiye rs. eel G 
oNecads Ch. Kt.) 
Ry JACK HUGHES * icone several years ago ‘ve communities, 


said. “I believe if we instituted Danville, MI.. 


Teihune Staff Writer Clean’ etlicient 


| 
{ Terre Haule-Chicago rail pass- 
enger service proposals re -|\would be surprising  sup-; O'Leary also p 
ceived support [from Congress- port. as he went on to say Haute’s critical 
iman John T. Myers (R-Ind., | that ‘simlar rail 
vith Dist.) this weekend as he|service ‘. . . has been success-jhe points to the 
ireleased word of a request to 
jthe U.S. Department of Trans- 
iportation. 
| “This is the hest news on 
jtransportation we've had ina 
ilong time,’ declared ‘Terre 
Haute Area Chamber of Com- 
merce President Patrick 
O'Leary, spearheading local ef-|think that rail passenger service 
forts for improved public trans-|and air passenger service com- 
‘portation, as he was advised of|plement one another and will 
Rep. vers’ proposal. jcomhine to offer the best public 
The Congressman. recalling transportation available for the! 
gant patronage of ihe C&Kilperpie of the Terre Haute arca 
Railroad Chicago-Terre Hatile and others.’ He notes that com-|possible to mak 
passenger service before it was | munications’ with leaders of|propeliled cars 
~ — | 


jand I believe it deserves serious|well help in this 
examination.’ Myers further 


nationwide demand for better|cars, 
ground teansportalion.. particu-|locomdtive-pulled 
larly. in relatively short hauls.:the new service. 
Leary saiys, “I can’t help but 


Dubuque, Iowa. 


Harrod, 


ful in other parts of the nation} better rail service 


munity: Affairs 


such 1ag 


also previously 
on-time service: lserv ed by the C&EI passenger 
between these two cities, there |trains, -support this view. 3, 


oints to ‘Terre 
need © for. mn 


passenger|provement in mail service” 


possibility . that 
PAM might 


need."2s¥*." = 
suggests the 


Commenting: on the growing|/use of self-propelled - railroad 
instead of conventional. 


“trains” in 


This suggestion is in keeping 
with existing service recently 
initiated “between Chicago and 


and with cur- 


rent proposals.offered by Terre 
Hauie railroad enthusiast Ray 
who asserts that it Is 


e use of self- 


al speeds pres- 


Ri FERENCE 
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Tt ee N 


Rail Im 


Y 


provements 


ently ` permitted ` by existing 
roadbeds, and deliver high 
speed: service with the’ same 
equipment later on, when rail 
roadbeds. Tecelve. needed im- 
provement: At A 
a Hattod,,‘ieticed from civil 
servite,’ is pursuing! a life-long 
interest. in railroading and 
backs -up “his proposals . with 
personaly studies conducted both 
before and after he was grad- 
vated from the then Rose Poly- 
techni¢ Institute ‘in 1936 with a 
degree in mechanical engineer- 
ing. coy 

Harrod. “also states, ‘‘The 
Terre Hatite- -Chicago- run is the 
perfect eae to prove the ee 
bility of, such service—needed | camo {ype of service will he, 
throughout the country, nof instituted, eithér on an exper | 
only because of the energy sil” mentai" or- a moře” permanent! 


tation, butto. meet the grow- j| basis.” i 


ing need [nr better public trans- 
portation on the ground.” 

Bep. -Myers, in his request to 
the Department of Transporta- 
tion, said that studies conducted 
along the 180-mile corridor indi 
cate sufficient interest is “par: 
ticularly strong in smaller cities! 
which are getting little or na; 
Service from ‘he airlines.” j 

“At the time C&EI discontin | 
ued Chicago to Terre Haute! 
service seven years -ago,”’ the, 
report continues, “the train was| 
still well patronized. i 

Asking that DOT “. . . give; 
the request every possible con-| 
sideration and report back . 
as. spon as possible.” the con-} 
gressman. stated. "I hope that: 
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` tral agreed t put up 
pa ya not in operation at. 
cag lights are ce ot Pho u ipward) 


Ea se at, Photography- 


oo} ; o 
Federa! Railroad Administr 
_ tion (FRA) and Penn Central): 
Mh. d officials Thursday 
“sumed their inspection of tracks 
- on the Penn Central main line 
between St. Louis. and Indian- 
-apolis, including Terre Haute. — 
A’ Penn Central official i 
í Terre Haute said that fed 
` officials along with the | 
` road supervisory perso 


| carriés bo 
 fréight ser 


Wed 
is hopeful the state 
again he hit by Ve 
acks like last week 
me warning fr em fed- 
U horities. 


‘in| 


said Penn í 
ad advised the | 

nspectior 
lis-St. Lovis 
e also was told *' 
parallel ‘lines 
north-south and i 
sible to switch lin 


a: nd i 
Ses, a 
a d pl 


o asime respons 
; inspection 
await reviews! by, At 


A 
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| Confidence 


‘Communit; 


By RICHARD C. TUTTLE 
| Star Staff Writer 
| Representatives of the leocal 
| news media 
line officials of the L & NI 
Railroad at noon Thursday for). 


| munity-railroad relaticns. 
Representing the L & N were! 

E. Leo Koester, 

public 

Louisville; Lonnie Brown, 

tant trainmaster agent; ” 


sales manager. 
Also attending were 


Thomas, president 
Council; and Fire’ 
Shi 


y, representing the city; 


iservite 


an informal discussion of com: oe ai 
S, 


manager of we do 
comm u nications, ability,” Koes ter explain 
sis-{ You would 
ndlcost per mile required for such 


Richard A. O'Brien. district ed both equipment and: 
s rail.” ~ st 


Ralph Tucker, executive vice'hour. 


pre nt, 
‘Chamber of Commerce; 


Terre Haute Area pleased to hav 


| Offici 


í { CSHGWF- 


n Grow 


not have the investm 


be amazed at 


Evansv 


Ck 
tly Of Area 


als Express 


his ri ‘ » WF; 
Yerough Tatte uahial 3 = wa 
|Koester replied that high speed 

‘train technology was far ahead 


et witht Téeal andi capital investment ability. 
| Pritt 


+ 
“In other words, we have 
capable of high 


and know what type 
ils have to be installed, but 


enf 
ed.) 
the 


Mayor: He further explained that high 
William Brighton. Kenneth speed equipment and rails were 

the City|being tested at Pueblo. Colo.. 
icf LeRoy and passenger trains had reach 
led speeds of 160-175 miles per 
He said L & N would be 
e Amtrack use 
and\the rails between 


ille 


School|and Chicago, via Terre Haute 


University. a y 


d 


economic conditions 
reflect a “oer ecto 


———————— 


the 
that trans 
would’ a 


ral 


Jack Goebel, dean of the 
of Business, Indiana State and Danville. but the decis 
‘ would have to be made by Am- 


il development, 
ie nation has 
n policy, involv 


jon 


two factors as deter- 


(1) 


no 
ing 


sete F e: and highway 
: Im! modës; 1 B (2) no energy 
dex than other sections of the policy. He said because of these 


dustry. plus other strong factors);,y operates from crisis to 


nation due to diversity of in- two distrurbing facts, the coun- 
| 


centributing to the community’s! crisis, 


' welfare. i r 
/ "EEE PS 


“We are spending seme $3) procedures be 
this| rai] management, and 


| million in improvements 


Koes 


that 


‘year in the Evansville Chicago) per cent of each: $1 of rail 


$600,000 annually just to main 
tain the lines and auxiliary ser- 
Brighton remarked) 
& N was a “good 
| neighbor, a gocd citizen of the 
| community, and had proven 
must occperative at all times 
| when he asked for assistance. | 
| The question was asked of the 
| extent of cooperation of the rail 
and coal industry in the 
development of use of Indiana 
ecal. Koester replied that he 
was confident the railroads) 
serving Indiana and other areas} 
(of high sulfur coal, would lend 
every cooperation. -~ n | 
Discussion of Amtrack 
service focused 
trains and 
north-south 


toer explained that the 
Railway LaborsAct govrened all 
tween labor and 


ii 
in- 


\ sector.” Koester reported. come was disbursed in wages 
“Other than this, it costs | and salaries. 


eft), district. sé 
Tight), assistant _trainmasler-agen! iscuss economic and 
Goebel (cetaa dean of "School of siness, India} na pon | 


wa 2 


A ; 
Kaa: lamado TH) 
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Terre Haute’s future in rail; 
transportation may ba influenced 
by a meeting next. Friday „in 
‘Indianapolis, according- to 
reports this weekend of growing 
interest in the sessi slated for 
hearing in the nate pplis: Hil- 
ton. ee ese s 

Described as “a seminar on 
new concepts in, high-speed 
inter-city transportation, the 

“day-long series. of panels and 
open discussion: “periods, . is 
sponsored :-b-y- Congressman 
Wiliam H. Hudnot II. 

“Local leaaers Imerested in 
results of the meeting, some of 
whom expect to attend or be'rep-, 

. Tesented threes include top offi-| 
cials in government, education, 
civic and business organizations. 

* Among them. is Patrick 
O'Leary, ‘president of the Terre 
Haute Area Chamber of Com. 
merce, who somé~months. ago 
began efforts toward ‘restoration 

_ Of “rail passenger. service be- 
tween Terre Haute and Chicago. 
f Other interested individuals 
include Vigo County Com- 
missioner Harry P. Brentlinger; 
- Dr: Edward L. Goebel of the In- 
diana State University School of 
Business; Sister Jeanne Knoer- 
le, president of Stz/Mary-of-the 


Woods College; and Raymond! 

Harrod, a local; mechanical 

- engineer with. 3 long-standing, 
streng interest in. the potential 
of improved rail service. 

In addition, a iétter from 
members. of the Terre Haute 

' City Council was prepared this | 
weekend for delivery to Rep., 
Hudnut, expressing the local| 
desire for improved rail} 
passenger service through Terre | 
Haute. 

Councilman Pete Chalos ini- 
tiated the action with specific 
request for attention to the need | 
for rail passenger service be- 
tween Terre Haute and Chicago) 
as well as improvement in exist- 
ing east-west service. . 


Be Part o 


onina 


Local interest in passenger | 
service to the north centers on 
the kind of transportation ot- 
fered currently between Chicago 
and Dubuque, . lowa. Self- 
propelled rail passenger cars 
run daily in each direction on 


. the route» across northern nli- 


nois. a ; 

And that type of operation is 
the kind of service long pro- 
posed by Harrod who, in semi- 
retirement, devotes much time 
and expertise seeking solutions 
to the many problems currently 
plaguing the railroad industry. 
His interest, dating back“ to 
boyhood, is rather more -an 
avocation than simply a hobby, 
dedicated to practical benefit | 
fof the railroad industry and the! 

veling public. — 


* tt was the serious rerouting of 


‘rail traffic around Indianapolis. 
including the shifting of Am- 
trak's Floridian to LAN tracks 
through Terre Hawe, which-led 
to next Friday’s meeting. Begin- 
ning as a rallying point for con- 
cerned citizens of the: Capital 
City area, the meeting has 
taken on the aspect of impor- 
tance beyond district pnd state 
boundaries. 

Monday is said to be the 
reservations deadline with a $15 | 
fee covering luncheon and} 
materials. Reservations are) 
being addressed to Rep, Hud-} 
nut’s office in Room 441A of the; 
Federa! Building in In: 
dianapolis, 46 E. Ohio St, Tne: 

- zip code is 46204. 

‘piday s meeting is scheduled | 
to begin at 8:30 a.m. in the In- 
dianapolis Hilton, 31 West Ohio} 
St., with an introduction to high} 
speed inter-cily rail concepts by 


Stephen D. Brumbie, manager | 


e, May 


i 
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men aman manm 


a2 AAA 
` 


é 
So 
> We 
-~ 
A | 
TER 
7.39 


f Session: 


of transit systems for Vo ; ic i i 
gt, on the econòmic impact of rail 
Sage & Pflum, consultants, ofisérvice moderated by State Rep-| 
| 


Bloomington and Cincinnati, 


Ohio. 


The first panel discussion ‘fol- 
‘lows with William Watt of Gov. 


: moderator 
for panelists William Loftus of! 


‘Bowen's office as 
ithe Federal Railroad Adminis- 
tration; David -Watts of .Am- 
trak; Jean H- Losure of the Rail 

»|Services 
Ronald Park, US Railway 
Assqciation. That association is 
slated -to release.a report on 


current -railroad reorganization} 


proposals the end-of the month, 
The luncheon is to be address- 


Planning Office: and! 


resentative E. Henry Lamkin) 
Jr., MD. Members of the panel! 
jare to include Fred L. Madorin, 
Bo, ‘of ` the - Indianapolis 
Department of Transportation; : 
John Barnett, director of the In-| 
diaria State Chamber of Com- 


merce; J. `T.” McNeal. state 
director of the United Transpor- 
tation Union; James Kohls, 


| chairman of the Coalition for 
Adequate, Transportation, and 
Indiana , Public Service Com- 
mission chairman Larry. J.} 
Wallace. d 


ed by John Walls, chairman of 
the board of the: Indianapolis 
Transportation Corp.“ r 

_ The meeting resumes ab} 
p.m. with a report by Robert E. 
Mahewaid, state senator and 
chairman: of the Mass Transpor- 
tation Study Commission of the 
Gereral Assembly, °° + 


Fhe- open -discussion period 
then is scheduled to fill the 
balance of the day with adjourn-| 
ment at 4:30 p.m. `. ee a 

Meanwhile, interest in local: 
concerns continues with Cham-; 
ber: “President O'Leary a focali 
point for the gathering of sup-! 
port toward improvement in‘rail) 
passenger `: service for” Terre! 


' ; panel discussion. will follow 
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In Days of Interurbans 
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To many hundreds of the elite patrons-of the interurban Rs “whistle stots 
were a joke and merely something to liven Conserve at parties; but to- thag 


sands they meant home: 


The first interurban systèm in our area realiy did nat touch Terre Haute as “it 
ran only from Harmony to Cottage Hill, one-half west of-Brazil. There is very lit- 
tle history: of that line to be found, but it was in cxistence several years before the 
line built from Terre Haute reached Cottage Hiil and reconstructed the old line 


` 


for the use of the new system.” 


‘This was the first interurban. line ot 
“completed by 1900. It was part of the system founded: here by Stone ‘and Web- 
‘ster, but in 1903 work was begun an 4 Jine to reach Clinton. Following this came 
ajline projected to reach Paris and a hy corporation known asi The Terre- 


Haute and Western Railroad covered t that portion. of. tře line from the state l line.. 


aon 


‘to: Paris’ 
During the construction of. 
' this“ latter line a promoter 
with eastern connections pro- 
cured a fran- 
chise from the 
City Council 
to build a line 
to Sullivan. 
This promoter 
went, east to- 
get the finan- 
<e ial support 
necessary for 
h.és venture. 
-Imhis ahsence: 
-the Stone and- 
Webster or- 
ganization diverted’ all ship- 
ments of poles, wire, rails, 
ties. and other material nec- 
essary and had them shipped 
ta poims om the Evansville: 
“and Terre.Haute Railroad. 
which paralleled the- proposed : 
“route to Sullivan: =") £ 
* There was’ nothing in thes 
shipments to. connect. them” 
with ‘the - “Stone. and> Webster: 
| outfite and work which was | 
“started. at “once was ap 
i parently a.continuation of the" 
$ promoter’s work. -» ene 3 
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VIGO C 


t~ when this individūal had" 
. secured the necessary backing- 


* With the organization of aa 
-Terre Haute, Indianapolis and 


VSLIC LIB LIBS 


: system - radiated. from In- 


and returned bo Terre Haute! 
he was more than mildly 
astonished to find a great deala 
of work déne that he had ex-., 
pected to do with his. 
organization. He then aban-- 
doned his project and it was 
completed to fullivan as a | 
part of Stone and farses 
system. Work was then 
resumed on the Paris line. | 
In the meantime, the Brazil 
line had been rebuilt and be- 
¿came the start. of the line, 
which eventually reached In- 


© great. “system. 
lines. it. “became possible for 
„one to. reach New England. 
‘points by trotley. although- 
“eas never “explained why 
anyone «would be © i 
enough «to attempt: such 
i tour. / 


Eastern Traction Company. it 
was possible to reach a great 
deal of Indiana and afew 
points outside the state. This, 


dianapolis and was divided in- 
to six divisions called the. 
Northwestern, Eastern. Mat- 
tinsville, Danville. Brazil and 
Terre Haute Divisions. 

The Northwestern Division 
included lines to Lafavette 
and ‘Crawfordsville. The 
Eastern Division included 
lines to Richmond and New 
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Da 


` any distance and eventually a~ 
- passenger tariff fixed the: farer 


motorman would: stop. almosti 


-stops mere” ‘given names: that’ 
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, desired, but these~points be» 


Dorothy. Clar K 
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—.. 1S_SEP_-2. 24974 — 
Castle. The artingyille | 
Division reached only: to Mar- 
andi the T Danville 

terminated at Dan- 


Division 
villess 
The Brazil Division. con | 
nected wiih’ thei Terre Haate’ 
Division. which included Clin- 
ton, Paris and Sullivan. 
In the Terre Haute system. 


` fares: were on a zone system 


which started with the Beazil 
line. The franchise of this line! 
granted“ by the. Vigo County 
Commissioners provided that 
the fare between Tetre ilaute 
and Brazil should -not exceed! 
15 cents for one way or 25 
cents the round trip. However:, 
in practice one paid 20 cents 
because the company required: 
an additional five cènts fom! 
the zone limit to any point: 
inside either city” Th‘ en: 
transfers were given to ride 
city lines, but the- city: lines 
did not give transfers were gi- 
ven ‘to ride city lines, but the, 
city lines did“ not gi v'e; 
transfers for. the? interurbans,- 
In later days? the “minimum 
fare was fixed at 10 cents for! 


on 2 mileage basis. 
In many instanees the 
anywhere that: the. passenger: 


came so frequent-that regular 
Stops usually, knöwn by. num-> 
ber were established at points | 
a miler so ‘apart and” were 
given a different: stop”. num= 
ber: However, many” ofthese 


bewildered" the strangere whe. 
Jooked out and Sawi nothing: ins 
many cases“ not ever: a build“ 
ing,. where he assumed there 
was at feast « ze crossroads: 
store. Some of thesesnames? 
might i ae land 
owner or almost. any: other; 
source, For instance, on the 
Tetre Haute system was- 


Allendale. Ferguson Crossing 


on the Paris lime was named 
for the family of that name 
who lived on the adjacent hill 
and which later became Stop- 
Four... = saeco 


+ 
© Carl Avenue: a’ street’ in: œ: 
subdivision; Nima, a point onz 
the Wabash and Erie Canak 
north of Terre Haute, and 
Turman’s Creek, an historic 
| spot in Sultivan County. _ 
Almost any: community: of 
any size on this widespread 
system, no matter what. the 
name, was a station though it. 
seldom had a ticket office and 
all’ freight. was- prepaid.. The 
numerous -unnamed stops, 
which in many cases were 
: only road crossings, were ac- 
=toally * ‘whistle stops.” where» 
‘one-half mile away the motors. 
“man sounded his air chime}. 
‘the successor ‘of the in wa 
-whistle, and people desiring = 
board the car stood at the side: 
|: of the track-and waved ae 
hand in the daytime or burn 
2 newspaper. torch at. night 
attract his attention... rh- + 
: Newcomers to the= Terre 
Haute area. live here~ sohe - 
time befpte- they find out what: 
‘Stop 16 might signify on the ' 
old Lafayette Road: Old 
timers know. where the in- 
terurban stops used to be, but 
newcomers. are usually 
“curious -about these 
mysterious stops wher >the" 
:convenient ‘interurban cars. 
‘handled ` public- transportation: 
tbetter;thanm -it's been handled’ 
in the past 33 TEAR since, its | 


Kes \i og ch Ch H: 

FRISCO RAILROAD 
COMING TO TOWN? 

Sp FEB 4 1975 

The nation’s profitable railroads are 
showing increasing interest in acquiring 
most of the profitable segments of the 
bankrupt Penn Central Railroad, including 


a line that passes through Terre Haute. 
A story in a recent edition of the REFERENCE 
Washington Star-News reported that the DO NOT CIRCULATE 


St. Louis-San Francisco railroad (known 
as the Frisco) is interested in the line run- 
ning between St. Louis and Indianapolis, 
where Penn Central has a modern freight 
yard. 

“In most (cases) it appears that these | 
railroads are using the law designed to 
restructure the Northeastern rail system as 
a lever to enter new markets they have 
never had access to before," the Star 
«News said. 

Under the Regional Rail Reorganization 
of 1973, the Penn Central and five other 
bankrupt railroads are currently being 
reorganized into one, profit-making rail 
system to be known as Conrail. A 
preliminary rail reorganization plan is 
| scheduled to be released by February 26. | 
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By Peg and Ira Campbell 


It may be reassuring to some of you old- 
time railroad who remember when Terre 
Haute was “The Crossroads of the Nation” 
to know that you can still get there from 
here by train -- or at least you can still get 
some places from here, even though 
things have changed considerably since 
the good old days. 

Instead of regular passenger service 
several times a day to points north, south, - 
east and west via the Pennsylvania, the 
New York Central, the C. and E.I., we now 
have Amtrak. The Amtrak train serving 
Terre Haute is called “The National 
Limited”, and runs one train eastbound 
and one westbound every day. The east- 
bound train starts in Kansas City and is 
scheduled to arrive here at 8 p.m.; the 
westbound is due in from New York at 7:30 
a.m. 

We enjoy travelling by train; we find it a 
more relaxed and pleasant way of viewing 
the countryside and the cities than going 
by car. Plane travel is, of course, by far the 
fastest way of getting anywhere, but you 
really don’t get to see much of anything 
from five or six miles up. 

One should, however, approach a jour- 
ney by train nowadays with a philosophical 
attitude; you'll get where you're going 
eventually but you probably won't get 
there as scheduled. If you're in a hurry, 
don’t try it. 

Amtrak trains are usually late, 
sometimes an hour or more. A variety of 
other tittle things are apt to go wrong too - 
- non-functioning air conditioning, for 
example. But, of course, little things can 
go wrong no matter how you travel. We've 
all heard stories about air lines depositing 
passengers in New York and their luggage 
in Dallas. Or, ask us about the time the 
generator on our car gave up in the middle 
of the Ozarks in the rain. 

We recently decided to take Amtrak ona 
vacation trip to Boston. We had learned 
through a couple of previous trips that it’s 
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a good idea to check on the train at least 
an hour before the scheduled arrival time. 
This can save you several tedious hours of 
waiting at the station, which is a dreary 
place to wait, with no one on duty and not 
even a pay telephone. 

There are two ways of finding out the 
approximate arrival time; we used both. 
First we called the Amtrak toll-free long 
distance number listed in the phone book, 
800-621-0353. A recording asked us to 
please stand by, but in about a minute a 
very friendly man came on, informed us 
that the train from St. Louis was running 
about an hour and a half late, and would 
probably be in Terre Haute about 9:30 p.m. 
He then asked us how things were in Terre 
Haute, what the weather was like (it was 
raining), and explained that he had for- 
merly lived in West Terre Haute and knew 
a lot of people here. 

At a little after nine we called Penn- 
Central's Union Tower in Terre Haute; the 
number is 232-4067. We had tried this 
method on previous trips and found the 
tower operator very accommodating. He 
asked us to hold on while he called down 
the line to find out just where our train 
was, and soon came on to say that it would 
be in Terre Haute at 9:57 if it wasn’t further 
delayed by the heavy rain over in Illinois. 

He advised us to get to the station a little 
early though, because the train wouldn't 
stop long. We got there about 9:45, and 
the old National Limited pulled in at 10:05, 
two hours and five minutes late. We hop- 
ped on board, the only passengers from 
Terre Haute, and in less than a minute we 
were on our way. 

The Amtrak train serving Terre Haute is 
an all reserved-seat train, so if one is 
going any distance tickets must be bought 
ahead of time. You can make reservations 
by calling the Amtrak number; they will tell 
you the cost, and mail the tickets to you 
when they receive your check. Or you can 
go, as we did, to the World Wide Travel 
Service and they will get the tickets and 
reservations for you. We gave World Wide 
our dates on Monday and they had the 
tickets for us on Thursday. 

Once on board, the conductor inspected 
our tickets and informed us that our reser- 
ved seats had also been sold to someone 


1210 Wabash 234-3763 


Marvel’s 


2026 S. 3rd 232-2984 


full line of 
Zenith products 


SP SEP 


i 31975 


in St. Louis and were occupied. “They do 
this all the time” he said resignedly, and 
found us another pair of seats in a dif- 
ferent car. 

On the return trip, a woman who got on 
in Philadelphia held reservations for our 
seats. When she complained to the con- 
ductor that the agent in Philadelphia had 
gotten confirmation from the computer for 
the reservations, he informed her cheer- 
fully that “the computer is our main 
problem”. 

There were a number of other duplicate 
reservations in that car, but the conductor 
eventually worked thinls out so that 
everyone had a seat. Both the east- and 
west-bound trains were fairly crowded, but 
the fact that this was the peak of the 
vacation season may have had something 
to do with it. 

We had read that Amtrak has a number 
of new coaches, but the ones we travelled 
in were old Pennsylvania cars, moderately 
clean with recently upholstered reclining 
seats and not uncomfortable. Pillows and 
blankets were available at no charge. 
Smoking was not allowed in the coaches; 
smokers had to repair to the restrooms, 
club car or diner. 

Soft drinks, beer and various kinds of 
snacks were on sale in the club car. The 
diner offered mixed drinks and a full menu; 
the food was adequate and moderately 
priced. Dinner with an entree choice of 
filet of sole or chopped Creole steak with 
baked potato, vegetable, soup, salad and 
dessert was priced at $2.25. The coffee, as 
usual, was excellent, but the familiar little 
silver pots had been replaced by blue pot- 
tery ones. 

Some of the old amenities had been 
retained -- white linen tablecloths and 
napkins, a bud vase with a real carnation 
on each table. The service was courteous 
and friendly. 

We changed trains in Pennsylvania 
Station for the run to Boston. Some of the 
trains on the Washington-Boston route are 
Metroliners and are the last word in 
modern train design. But we had old- 
fashioned coaches both ways, and both 
trains managed to be a half hour late on 
the four hour run. 

On the return trip, the air-conditioning 
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gave up at about New Haven, and when we 
got to New York and headed into the tun- 
nel under the river we discovered the 
lights in our car were out as well. We 
groped our way off the train at the station 
in almost total darkness, found we'd left 
one of our small pieces of luggage and 
had to rush back in the dark to retrieve it. 

The cost of Amtrak compares favorably 
with other ways of travelling -- it's about 
.05 per person per mile. There is no tonger 
a reduction for a round-trip ticket, but 
travelling on the family plan the second 
person's ticket is one-fourth off. 

Children under two travel free, ages two 
to twelve for half fare. The trains all carry 
Pullman cars; the cost for a roomette is 
about double the coach fares. There were 
a number of family groups on our trains, 
and the children seemed to be having a 
wonderful time. 

They didn’t pay much attention to the 
views outside the train but spent most of 
their time travelling up and down the 
aisles, with particular attention to the rest 
rooms and the club car. 

On the return trip from New York our 
train kept right on schedule until after we 
left Harrisburg, then we lost a little time, 
the air conditioning in our car went out af- 
ter Columbus, and we stopped twenty-five 
minutes in Indianapolis, presumably to 
have it fixed. At least it was working again 
when we left, but we got to Terre Haute an 
hour and fifteen minutes late. 

The Amtrak personnel from conductors 
to porters to dining car attendants all go 
about their duties with an air of cheerful 
resignation. They seem to be making a 
determined effort to do the best they can 
under sometimes trying conditons. 

The same spirit seems to infect the 
passengers too; there’s very little com- 
plaining, everyone seems to accept with a 
resigned shrug the news that we're run- 
ning two and a half hours late, and there's 
even something of a feeling that we’re all 
sharing in an adventure together -- all of 
us relaxed, devil-may-care types sitting 
there with our feet up looking at the 
scenery while all the high-pressure speed 
demons are out there fighting the traffic on 
the super-highways or zooming by over 
our heads at 500 miles per hour. 
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“o By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 
The complexities of life today 
— in Terre Haute as well as 
elsewhere — have brought 
ironic suggestion that we “. 
need to find a yellow- brick- 
road,” referring, of course, to 
the highway to Oz taken by a 


as they sought a way out of their 
predicaments. Ps 

Not the least of the nation’s 
| predicaments today is tran- 
| sportation, affected’ as it is by 
concérn for energy}, and 
economics, practices of the past 
| and present as they relate to the 
future, and many other factors 
seeming to rival in number the 
bricks making up that yellow- 
brick-road. 

More particularly, a key 
“<factor in transportation has to 
E Exdo with railroads and 
yailroading, and losses reported 
iby the industry this year. 
© Without laying claim to 
<<wizardry, top officials of an 
e imporatn part of the Terre 

Haute transportation scene 
have offered a plan which might 
“be termed “Thé Milwaukee 
Road to the Future.” 

Fred Priester; district 
» manager of The Milwaukee 
Road with offices “in Terre 
Haute, is in the process of 
distributing information on this 
plan to local leaders of com- 
merce, government and civic 
endeavor. 

“It'may sound corny, but I’m 
really thrilled to have a part in 
this program . . .” Priester said 
as some details were revealed 

; by a home office executive who 
came to Terre Haute recently in 
response toan inquiry by The 
TRIBUME.. 

‘That inquiry was prompted in 
past by recent railroad journal 
attention to a proposal by 
Milwaukee Road Chairman 


William J. Quinn calling for | 
`- federal legislation which would | 


permit voluntary restructuring 
of western railroads by the 
railroads themselves. This is in 
contrast to the rearrangement 
currently underway, with the 
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little girl and her companions | 


development of ( Con Rail, in the | 


northeastern quarter of the: 


United States, in which 


bankruptcy of Penn Central and | 


| the detenonation of othercoads 
brought eageramept 
tervention. i 
Terre Haute, the entire 
Wabash Valley, Indiana 
from 


current Con R 


in- | 


ani 
Illinois stand ‘to gain’ or | 
ail | 


developments sooner or later. | 


' This location in the western 


{sector of the northeastern | 


' system of railroads assures that 
| abandonment and revitalization 
of lines between here and the 
Atlantic Ocean will one day 


bring its effect here — for good | 


or ill. 5 y 
| Similarly, restructuring of 


| the major western roads, the | 


! Milwaukee and five others, as 
well as the smaller lines, will 
have someaffect on this eastern 


extremity of the western | 


system. 

Wallace W. Abbey, director of 
corporate communications for 
the Milwaukee Road, broke into 
his schedule for a visit to Terre 
i Haute’ to assist in presentation 
‘of Quinn’s pian locally. He 
spoke of the eimportance of the 
Terre’ Haute District to the 
railroad. 

Chairman Quinn recently 
gave testimony before the 
Surface Transportation Sub- 
committee of the U.S. Senate 
Commerce Committee, urging 
legislation to allow the western 
railroads’ to form themselves 
into “perhaps four strong, 
|competing’ systems. He said 
‘that doing so now will avoid 
“costly” and controversial 
\ reorganizations” later, such as 
the reorganization currently 
underway in the east. He 
‘asserted that action now’ will 

“avoid government ownership 
of western railroads and a 
massive burden on taxpayers.” 


The Milwaukee Road chief | 


executive officer offered his 
‘proposal as a series of amend- 
‘ments to S. 2265, the “Rail 
[Services Act of 1975” in- 
troduced last month by. Sen. 
Vance Hartke of Indiana, 
chairman of the subcommittee. | 

Quinn credited Hartke’s bill 
with being timely, com- 
prehensive and promsiing, as 


| 
| 


he said, “Never before tiave the 
private - enterprise railroads of 
thie nation been'faced with such 
a severe test of their ability not 
only to compete with- other 
forms of 


The Quinn proposal, outi 
in broad terms a com- 
prehensive plan to be prepared 
by a Tagani a Vace- 
board,” calls the 
designation of four ‘‘core”’ 
railroads “ ‘frot among" the 
financially strongest lines.i in the 
West. kt | k 5 
* Sach -‘of the; remaining 
railroads of the West would be | 
assigned by the planning board 
as a “‘satellite” to one of the 
core railroads, according to: 
Abbey’s account which con- | 
tinues, “Each core railroad 
would have the’ opportunity 
assigned to it. The railroads 
receving offers could accept or 
reject them or maké counter 
offers. Should no agreement be 
reached, the satellite railroads 
would be assigned by the 
planning board to other core 
railroads, which could make 
offers. for them. Satellite 
railroads about which no 
agreement had been reached in 
the second round would remain 
independent. 

“Under the Quinn plan,” 
Abbey reported, “thë planning 
board would have an overriding 
authority as to track aban- 
donments.. It could compel a 
core railroad to continue to 
operate lines of the satellite 
{railroads -it acquired even 
though the core railroad had 
contemplated certain aban- 
jdonments. Lines which the 
planning board found un- 
necessary would be offered to 
states, municipalities, rail 
shippers, Amtrack, or to any 
responsible organization before 
being abandoned.” 

“The principal purpose of 
these suggestions” Quinn told 
the senate subcommittee, ‘‘is to 
produce serious and fair offers 
on the part of the core railroads 
under a climate of competitive 
bidding, and to require serious 
attention to these offers on the 


pat of the ofterges UT, 
proposal are described in: the‘ 
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materials Priester prepared for ; 
local distribution.’ - 


syBoth Roost ri Abbey.. "I 
ped, | Bh 


he industry 4 


tipa 
really to come forth with a plan 


lof. this nature.” Y 


Tracing the history of | the 
proposal from its introduction 
this past spring fo its presen, 
tatidrl td the Senate earlier this 
month, Abbey reported, “Quinn 
first voiced his plan last May to 
the . annual., meeting ? “of; 
stockholders of the Milwaukee 
Road's parent company, 
Chicago Milwaukee Cor- 
poration.” Assessing response 
received during the summer, 
“He told. the Hartke sub- 
committee that he believes the p 
railroad industry generally% 
shares his view that there is far:€ 
too much rail plant in the West), 
offering costly, wasteful andlg 
cuplicating services,” and that'¢ 
the plan he proposes will help., 


‘correct that circumstance. 


Quinn declared, “The nation l 
deserves a better tran- 
sportation policy in its Bicen- 
tennial year than it has now.” 

Comments from Abbey and 
Priester, in the local interview, 
also took note of Quinn’s 
reputation as a key industry 
analyst who has the ability 
quietly to give direction and 
jintiate action. This view is 
‘augmented by an editarial in a 
recent issue of the industry 
jjournal “Railway Age.” In its 
iViewpoint column, the editor 
‘states, ‘‘Milwaukee Road 
Chairman William J. Quinn is 
not the sort of person to keep 
climbing upon soapboxes, 
pounding his chest and 
demanding, ‘Hey, listen to me.’ 
His profile has usually been 
low. But, in a long and 
distinguished career in 
railroading, he* has earned 
something far more important 
than a ee full of clip- 
pings; he has earned the trust 
‘and thé respect of his peers, in 
land out of the railroad in- 
dustry.” 

With additional description of 
the man and his proposal from | 


dt i i I A Ms 


the perspective of cérrent im | eer : š 7 mig 
dustry conditions, the column | | Y 
asks, “Will anthing come of | f g 
what Bill Quinn suggests?” and | 
‘ concludes with a partial an- 
swer. “He doesn’t know.. He 
thinks’ something is’ possible, 
now. But let’ this be said: If 
| what this quiet Irishman is 
| saying goes unheeded, untried, 
untested, then that might, turn 
out to be the real tragedy.” — 
But, the gloom of tragic 
poteritial ‘has ‘no place inthe 
outlook *ofiiMilwaukee Road 
executivesspursuing a brighter 
picture Fats 3 promotion, of 
Quinn's” plani’ Priester’st en- 
thusiastic att tude is buoyed by 
the’ positive approach” ex- 
pressed by corporate leaders, a 
decided advantage for the:man 
who has the job of spreading the 
word locallyand throughout the 
80 or so®indiana counties | 
comprising’the Terre Haute | 
District. i OSES 


wey o 


fics , E luti AMRAAM 
ENTHUSIASM is evident as Fred Priester (left), district manager of the Milwaukee Road with 


offices in Terre Haute serving the line through Indiana, was joined by Wallace W. Abbey, Chicago, 
corporate communications director, to respond to inquiry by The TIRBUNE on proposed 
“restructuring of railroads from Indiana to the West Coast. Priester’s enthusiasm relates both to 
| his company’s leadership in planning for the future and to the developing »otential for general 
economic growth in Terre Haute and the Wabash Valley. “The ball is rolling,” Priester asserts, 
“and I'm thrilled to havea part init... The only way we can go is up!” 
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Mayor William J. Brighton{cal cost we are proceeding with 
bas announced the city is work-| the project because of the dan- 
ing with the Federal Highway gerous situation presented 
Administration in an effort to there.” Mayor Brighton said. 
mark a dangerous southside) ‘‘Agaun,as in ine case ol the 
railroad crossing with signal) Maple Avenue railroad cross- 
lights. ing. the City amd not the rail- 

The Federal Highway Admin- "oad has assumed the responsi- 
istration has approved partial) bility toward protection of the 
funding for a preliminary en-| people,” the. mayor pointed out. 
gineering study of the MiJwau-| The city paid for the entire 
kee’ Railroad ciossing on Mar-|cost of signals at a dangerous 
garet Ave, just east of 25th St., raitroad crossing on Maple Ave- 
according to Mayor Brighton. nue to which the mayor re- 

The mayor repored the city| ferred. | 
requested matching money from; .‘‘I feel it is our responsibility 
thea Federal Highway Adminis'| tO spendi a little money to pro-| 
tration for the installation of; tect life.” Mayor Brighton con-' 
signalseat that crossing. cluded. “After ail, how much is 

The total cost of the project|a life worth?” 
would be $22.609, including the i 
preliminary ergineerfing study 
and the construction. =" 

The city money for the proj- 
ect will be taken, from. surplus 
funds in a previous Margaret 


Ave. project, according to the! Do fii CRENCE 


Mayor. . rw | 

Mayor Brighton reported the l 
approval of federal funds for; RCUL A T 
the preliminary study repre- N 3 


sents the first step in abtaining 
those signals. \ ert 


0; 
se | Mnlty Affa| 
“After engineering plans are r$ File 
pe is A the Sfate and Fed-! yi 
eral Highway Administration. ~s 
the next step will be for the Igo County Pubile LI 
Federal Highway. Administration brary 
to approve the construction mon- | 
ev.” he said ys — 
Mayor Brion said he hopes: 
tie project will be under way 
in abou three months. He ex 
plained tiie Milwaukee Railroad 
will do the installation of the) 
signals. à i 
The raitrcad crossing on Marg- | 
arel Avenue al ,ihat. point pre 
| sents a possible hazard to motor- | 
' isis Since it isyon a. Curve and 
the tracks also cross the road 
at an angle. “Only. crossbars 
mark the crossing now. = 
‘Mavor Brighton said al Teast | 
| one'death hes occured at that! 
crossing. att.’ az i 
“This crossing represents the: 
city boundary and although the; 
Project should be- shared ‘in lo-' 
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H Crossings 

Mayor William J. Brighton's 
steering committee on cor- 
recting traffic problems at 
Terre Haute highway railroad 
crossings met Tuesday night at 
City Hall. 

Committeemen discussed 
existing traffic problems and 
briefly reviewed various 
solutions to them. A spokesman 
said the meeting was primarily 
for “organizational” purposes. | 

Members of the committee | 
include Sterling Bolyard. 
Indiana State Highway 
Commission; Doyne Bames. 
United States 
Transportation Union: David 
Kintz, administrative assistant 
to Mayor Brighton: G.W. “Bill” 
Martin, ConRail; Thomas 
Mason, Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology; Kenneth 
Moulton, Indiana State 
University; Nerv Nolot, West 
Central Indiana Economic 
Development District; Fred 
Priester, Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce; Jack 
V. Skillman. Federal Highway 
Administration; Paul Smith, 
Vigo County Area Planning | 
Department: Robert Wheeler, | 
Indiana State Highway | 
Commission; Jim Wood, 
Smith-Alsop; and an unnamed 
representative of 
Louisville-Nashville Railroad. 
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Hartke Backs City ® _... 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer - 


Indiana Senator Vance Hartke -has 
pledged his support to Terre Haute in the 
city’s effort to receive federal funding 
for highway-railroad crossing improve- 
ments, according to Terre Haute Mayor 
William J. Brighton. . 

Sen. Hartke promised his help in ob- 
taining the funds for the city after sur- 
veying the problem railroad crossings in 
the city when he was here Monday cam- 
paigning for his re-election bid, Mayor 
Brighton reported. 

The possibility of railroad crossing im- 
provements came about after federal 
monies for local governments were ap- 
proved for that purpose. Indiana Senator 
Birch Bayh held a public hearing in 
Terre Haute recently to discuss the 
available funding and a steering com- 
mittee has since been appointed to 
organize the effort to obtain the federal 
funds. 

An overpass over the ConRail tracks 
on North Third Street near Tippecanoe 
Street has been suggested as a high 
priority for use of the federal funds. 

“I think it is important that Sen. 
Hartke now has volunteered his services 
for this project,” Mayor Brighton said. 
“We should fit into the total picture 
since Sen. Bayh is the chairman of the. 
appropriations subcommittee repsponsi- 
ble for funding these projects and Sen. 
Hartke is chairman of a subcommittee 
on transportation whiéh will also be con- 
cerned with the projects.” 

“With a cooperative effort from them 
and if we do our job here, it would ap- 
pear the money is forthcoming to 
remedy some of the dangerous traffic 
conditions that exist at many of our 
railroad crossings,’ the mayor added. 

Mayor Brighton said all of his recent 
appointments to the steeging committee 
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to study the possibilities for use of the 
funding were present at the first 
meeting Tuesday night’ with represen- 
tatives of the federal and state highways 
and each of. the railroads. The local ap- 
pointments represent several areas, in- 


~ cluding business, industry and educa- 


tion. . 

As a result of the intitial meeting,-a 
memorandum is being drafted to be 
signed by all of the railroads, the federal 
and state highways and the city in- 
dicating their willingness to cooperate in 
the project, the mayor reported. 

Mayor Brighton called this “our first 
step,” adding that the Department of 
Area Planning now has been directed to 
provide statistical data on the railroad 
crossings in the city concerning such in- 
formation as amount of traffic and 
number of accidents in an effort to list 
priorities in the plan to be submitted. 

“It is the committee’s hope that most 
of this will be available within three 
weeks so that the committee can in- 
telligently make some recommenda- 
tions to remedy the most dangerous and 
most heavily traveled intersections to be 
sumbmitted for federal - approval,” 
Mayor Brighton said. 


Mayor Brighton explained that any 
plans submitted to the federal govern- 
ment requesting the funding must first 
receive the approval of the steering 
committee and the state and federal 
highway agencies. 


When such highway-railroad crossing 
plans are approved by the federal agen- 
cies concerned, 95 per cent of the 
funding will be provided through the 
federal government. Mayor Brighton 
pointed out very few federal programs 
provide as much funding. The mayor 
suggested local funding could possibly be _ 
derived from such units as the railroads, 
city or county. 
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Rail Crossing Sy 


Given’ State Be Crs 


A summary OF the rail- 
!vehicle crossings in Terre 
Haute and a request for federal 
funding for the study of possi- 
ble solutions at problem cross- 
ings, has been sent to the In- 
diana Division of State Aid and 
to members of a special steer- 
ing committee selected to 
study city railroad crossings. 

Terre Haute Mayor William 
J. Brighton Tuesday sent let- 
ters with. the information and 
request for funding to the steer- 
ing committee members and to 
Charles Miller, chief of the In- 
diana Division of State Aid. 

In the letter, Mayor Brighton 
stated three railroad cause 
problems in the urban area of 
Terre Haute: ConRail, which 
enters from and leaves both the 
west and the north, the L & N, 
which travels north and south; 
and the Milwaukee, which also 
is a north and south route. 

Mayor Brighton said the rail 
traffic causing “by far the bulk 
of our problems” is the ConRail 
track which enters the city just 
north of the central traffic dis- 
trict and moves trains directly , 
east-west between the river 
and Ninth Street and then ex- 
lists the city near the northeast 
‘boundary at Haythorne Avenue 
land Fruitridge Avenue. 

“All of these train move- 
ments are in the north part of 
the urban area and conflict 
with the movement of north- 
isouth street traffic on high ’ 
lvolume arterials of Third 
Street, Seventh Street, the one- 
way pair of Eight (south) and 
Ninth (north) streets, 13th 
Street, 25th Street and 
Fruitridge Avenue,” the mayor 
said. ‘The same movement in- 
terferes with east— west traf- 
fic flow movements on Locust 
Street, Third Avenue, Eighth 
Avenue, Maple Avenue, Fort 
Harrison Road and Haythorne 
Avenue.” | 


Crossings specifically men- 
tioned for study and possible 
changes, either moving of the 
tracks or overpasses, were the 
Third Street ConRail crossing, 
the-L & N crossings on, Poplar. 
Walnut, Ohio streets and 
Wabash Avenue, and the 
switching tracks of industry 
that conflict with the traffic 
flow. 

All together, there are more 
than 130 at-grade railroad- 
street intersections in the 
Terre Haute urban area, Mayor 
Brighton reported. 

The cost for the proposed 
study of the railroad crossings 
would be about $400,000. Mayor 
Brighton said. He requested 
Miller. as chief of the Division 
of State Aid, to forward the in- 
formatinon to proper 
authorities to provide for 
federal funding for the local 
project. 
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Rail Hearings 
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Open Mer onday 


By JACK A 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Terre Haute area executives 
dependent on rail services are 
looking toward Chicago this 
week where a series of hear- 
ings on the future of railroads 
will be conducted by the Inter- 
State Commerce Commission. 

Under study in the hearings 
which seek reactions from the 
general public as well as 
sources among industry 
spdkesmen. shippers and state 
and local government. is the 
report of the Federal Railroad 

‘Administration on the con- 
troversial plans of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 
| Those plans met opposition 
earlier when they indicated 
abandonment of many rail 
routes deemed unprofitable by 
the planners. but viewed as es- 
sential by many local, regional 
and state officials. 
| The hearings in Chicago. 
| beginning Monday in the 
Dirksen Federal Building, are 
expected to draw a number of 
people from the Terre Haute 
area and from southern Illinois. 
The recent federal court in- 
junction at Danville, restrain- 
ing ConRail from diverting 
traffie from the former Penn 
Central rails in eastern Illinois 
to L&N trackage in western In- 
diana, is reported a factor in in- 
terest in both places. 

The injunction suit was pres- 
sed by the State of Illinois 
Department of Transportation 
and supported by a number of 
communities along the Penn 
Central tracks. A factor in the 
dispute was the ConRail claim 
that the- operation was un- 
profitable, countered by 

several studies showing it to be 
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“very profitable.” according to 
plaintiffs in the suit. 

It has been suggested that 
planners erred in determining 
the profitability-of a number ol 
lines, including the eastern 
Illinois route. Recent state- 
ments from the United States 
Railway Association have 
centered on the different ac- 
counting system employed for 
ConRail as opposed to much of 
the rest of the industry. 

Meanwhile. the hearings in 
Chicago. and in 19 other major 
metropolitan centers across 
the country during the next two 
weeks. will hear testimony, 
fact and opinion. on the EROA 
report designating major 
routes to receive $600 million to 
upgrade those routes while 
eliminating funding of others. 


One complaint is that vitually 
the whole of the Midwest has 
been designated ‘‘excess 
capacity.” ignoring the need 
for huge capacity during 
seasonal shipments of grain 
and other freight. An 
agriculture spokesman asserts! 
that farmers will not be able to 
compete in the world market if 
they have to pay extra to haul 
their grain to a railroad 100 
miles away. 

The FRA report groups 
railroads in four categories. 
They are “A Mainlines," 
“Potential A Mainlines.” "B 
Mainlines” and *‘Branchlines.”’ 
There are no north-south “A 
Mainlines™ in Indiana and just 
one in Ilinois. However, both 
States have several lines 
designated as “Potential A 
Mainlines.”” which, it is 
suggested, will-result in the 
“potential loss’ of some of | 
them. 
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SPRE (i ial ossing Ruling 

a N Pi u 4.74976 i 
upheld By Court. 2n 
INDIANAP Ai legally can cress public ae a 


American Metal, a Co. | |. ways with a ‘spur railroad in |; 


Vigo County to serve a coa! | 


mine it operates. the Indiana 
Court of Appeals. Division }. 


! ruled Tuesday. 


The ruling upheld Special 
, Judge Francis N. Hamilton of 
! -Vigo Circuit. Court. who modi- 
] fied an earlier ruling that went 
! against. the firm. also known as 


+ Amax. 


The state court said the trial 
court erred. but not reversibly. 
in ruling that the Public Service 


Commission had jurisdiction to: publics: was. able. to get a 
determine whether Amax could {' permanent injunction to bar the f 
pang the spur line. Laws other | company from building a 
; han the one concerning the PSC | railroad that crosses Indiana 46 
contain the authority to build. s{inm Vigo County. He was 
the state court said. - > “Successful in Vigo Circuit Court? 
<The PSC March 16.. 1973. | but Amax got a modification of 
granted Amax permission to | the ruling through a petition to 
build the line. f correct errors. Hamilton was 

Richard L. Baker. represent: | appointed after the earlier 


j any 


ing himself and the motoring judge failed to rule on the Amax 
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‘petition ‘within 30days. 

The order upheld by the state. 
court tets the line be built as 
long as Amax conforms to the 
usual PSC. requirements about 
grade’ crossings for Indiana-46° 
and ative cpunty roads. iiS 
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Sen. Hartke Promises His Personal ` 
Aitehtion to ConRail Freig ht Switch. 


76 
By APPR dad p 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Senator Vance Hartke has nia 


“personal attention” to area opposition 
to the Con Rail freight switch from 


eastern Illinois to western Indiana — and“ 


Terre. Haute railroad crossings. 
During a visit to The TRIBUNE on 


Tuesday. the senior U.S. senator from =- 


Indiana...was asked. about. reports. of 
growing opposition of the re-routing of 
coal. grain and other freight traffic to the 
L&N between here and southern Illinois. 
~= Hartke. who told a press conference 
here earlier this month he was not aware 
of the: route change nor of any problem 
associated: with’ it.’ said ‘Tuesday that 
many actions. by Con Rail in.this early 
perior“ of“ the: giant: new“ railroad’s 
existence will need “a scolse look” and 
review: rat we a 

‘Hartke's comments. 
promise; “I'll give this my personal 
attention. ™'came ‘after* reports” of 
growing support in. Indiana for the 
objections raised initially in Ilinois — 
| including a statement from Mayor 

William J Brighton. 

And Mayro Brighton's statement of 
support for Ilinois action against the 
CorRail arrangement with the L&N 
Railroad suggests that the Louisville & 
Nashville railway company itself may 
` not be too happy with the plan. > 

Noting efforts by people in Illinois to 
keep open the old Penn Central trackage 
between . Lawrenceville and Paris — 
against the ConRail re-routing of 
thiusands of carloads of coal and grain 
over the. L&N route through here — has 
said, “I understand that this will not 
necessarily be economically beneficial to 
the L&N The L&N would just as soon not 
have the added traffic. 

“If this is the case and it will provide no 
extra service to the routes covered." the 
mayor continued. “I am against it." 
= Expressing concern about the 
probability of additional delays at 
railroad crossings — for emergency 
vehicles as well as passenger cars — 
Mayor Birhgton said. “We do not need 
additional traffice through downtown or 
Terre Haute.” 

A local L&N representative has said 
only that one train has been added to the 


daily schedule here so far, adding, *.’. . I 
don’t think it has caused much of a 
problem.” 


However, other sources have said that 


Be ten the ” 
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the number of railroad cars in 
commercial traffic involved adds up to 
several trains each day if the route 
change .continues. and will add 


* significantly to crossing deterioration as 


well as delays for auto traffic. 


< Legal action against the ConRial plan 


` awaits a May. 5 hearing in the federal 


“the 


court at Danville. Ri...set-over from an 
earlier scheduled hearing. Seeking’ an 
injunction against the route change are 
Illinois- Department 


of. 


Transportation. the Illinois counties: of ' 


Clark. Crawford and Lawrence. the City 
of Robinson: shippers along the ConRail 
(formerly. Penn Centraly track and 


»-others including the Greater Wabash 


. offices at Grayville. u 
Parlier reports: i 


Regional Planning Commission with 


~“ The- executive director of the 
Commission. .Dale McLaren. has been 
. outspoken in his opposition to the route 


change. releasing statements to -the 
media and letter to state and federal 
Officials, including Ilinois Gov. Daniel 


paccording to 
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Walker, several Congressnien and 
others. 

He has expressed fear that with the 
change ın rail routing, *. .-. the entire 
Paris to Cario segment would be up for 
abandonment in a relatively short 
amount of time.” 

McLaren adds that. contrary to ConRail 
USRA- claims’ that the route is; 
unprofitable. his own organization and 
several others have.found that the line 
made. a. profit of approximately $1.5 
million ° in the 1973 base-year." 
Figures ranged from $1.4 million to $1.6 
million. 

Welcoming support from Mayor 
Brighton and others, McLaren asserted. 
“The economy of eastern Illinois has 
continually been threatened by what we 
perceive as illegal-maneuvers by both 
USRA and ConRail. The mayros of Terre 
Haute and Vicnennes as well as the Vigo 
County Commission tthe county 
commissioners) are on-record as, 
strongly opposing this re-routing , 
problem due to the intense traffic | 
congestion that would be created ` J 
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Be Affected By Suit: 


. TF ahes ‘71976 °° 
By JACK .. 2. F traffic from he eastern Illinois route to 
Tribune Stat se PR “the L&N route in western Indiana © 
Rail traffic through Terre Haute'may through a contract: It was indicated that 
be affected by a federal court injunction the Penn Central. line in eastern Illinois 
suit slated for hearing piri, i in La was not viable. Plaintiffs in the injunc- 
ville, Ill. » tion suit contest that view and claim to | 
The injunction, sought by the State bt T be able to show that the route has mare f 
Illinois Department „of Transportation © potential than some lines held viable by 
and several communities. in eastern 3°\ConRail. Among the latter is said to be a 
Illinois, asks that freight traffic ic divested g Aline | between Paris; ahd Danville in 
to western Indiana through Vincennes = Tilinois. * = *, TEN 
and Terre Haute on the L&N Railroad’be.-~ =" Local officials, both Vigo County and 
returned to the former Penn Central’ “A Haute, have voiced support for the | 
route between,,-Pyris and pouthera. plaintiffs in the action. Mayor William J. 
Illinois coal fields. k ea ‘ig. Brighton and the Vigo County Commis- 
The latest’ developme ent in the », Sioners have said that the additional rail 
S “Sfraffic through here is of no benefit to 
prior to the scheduled hearing isthe © d in fact aN to 
reported entrance by`the United States, ` meray mg Tet serves only 


Railway Agency as‘an “amicus curiae” M = iake, fór added wear dnd traffic conges- 


local crossings. ‘Similar views are Community Affairs Fife 
or friend of the court and said to favor ` tion at offi cials munity airs 

the plaintiff’s argument. < = said’ Pus krg by Sai te Maga 

` Principal defendant : ‘is ConRail, “the Ti i ar aaa dvies ‘dat the added | 


new government spensored railroad -traffic herë may be as much as 40 per | 
which took over the former Penn Central cent, based ọn the amount, of coal and | 
Railroad and other ‘bankrupt railways ~ “grain and other ‘shipments between | 
this spring. One of the firstactions of the southern ae and; points arth toward | 

new railroad company was to transfer á; „Chicago. š A MaS | 
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Illinois Suit'to Affect Railroad 


By hace ‘HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Terre Haute railroad crossing traffic 
tie-ups and wear may be increased or 
lessened by a federal court case in Dan- 
before the end, of the month. 

Crossing” probly 
primary concern of the suit, of course. 
But, they are the concern of local of- 
ficials and residents. 

The injunction suit against ConRail 


i 1 » 1s JUL 
affic Density i 
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here aren't the © 


seeks to return tothe old Penn Central | 


route on the Illinois side of the state line 
rail freight traffic switched to the L&N 
in Indiana;this spring soon after ConRail 
took over the Penn Central and other 
bankrupt railroads’ April 1. It was 
claimed the Penn Central line between 


Danville and Carmi had no potential — 


ia N fa rs Fi 

even with be State of Illinois subsidizing 
it to the reported tune of several million 
dollars. 1 i} 

| Plaintiffs in the suit, ‘neluding. the 


State of Illinois and several com —' 


munities along the route, claim that 
Several independent studies show the 
contrary — that the line is very 
profitable, with as much as $1.5 million 
or more in profit one year recently. 
| The plaintiffs claim further that the 
people of Illinois lose in several ways, if 
the freight switch continues: loss of 
profit potential and of’ the means to 
defray the subsidy cost; loss of the ser- 
vice to the communities along the route; 
higher cost to shippers’ for the: longer, 
‘circuitous’ travel of their goods an ex- 
tra 50 miles or so over’ to Indiana. What's 
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Vigo County Public Library 


| some route. 


n terre Haute " d 


more, illinois notes that it was in an ef- 
tort to avoid abandonment of the line 
that the state subdsidized the Paris to 
Lawrenceville segment in the Tirst 
place. 

Complexities of the situation iiclude 
an attack on contracts, both writ pand 
verbal, reportedly entered’ between 
TonRail and the L&N without the’ ap- 
proval of the Interstate Cornmerce Cóm- 
mission; the datesiof those agreements; 
alleged improvements on the L&N, a sol- 
vent.railroad, with ConRail ( taxpayers’ ) 
money. 

Claims and counter-claims sange'from 
the assertion that the private railroadis 


‘making a lot of moneytin the dealito'the 


report that the transaction was entered 
only"to"assist ConRail and the industry 
and not for the money. 

Similarly, opposing sources are at 
odds regarding estimates of increased 
rail traffic Terre Haute, Vincennes and 
other communities in western Indiana 
will have to contend with. Early reports 
from the United States Railway Associa- 
tion and the LEN suggested it would be 
negligible, citing only one additional 


. train per day at that time. More recent- 


ly, railroad sources have said a couple of - 
ConRail trains per day added to the 
L&N’s own average of 14 to 16 trains per 
day — until this week. One source said 
there were no ConRail trains on the 
L&N’s tracks here this week, as of Fri- 
day. Another source said. saw one 
earlier in the week. 

Quibbling aside, however, the plain- 
tiffs in the injunction suit, and sup- 


|- porters’ on this side of the state line, 


point to thousands of cars of coal, grain 
and other freight that are going to travel 
from one end of the line to the other by 
th the relative lack of 
ConRailtraffic through here on the L&N 
the past’ week or so, that f t was 
reported “stacking up” ia iouthern 
Minois. . 

The Danville federal court raed 


. this week ended Friday. But a brief filed _ 


by the defense requires a response from 


attorneys for the State of Illinois and ` 


other plaintiffs and the judge asked for 
more information on the contracts. The 
next deadline for action is July 19. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. at ecial) — The 
fiscal 1977 transportation appropriations 


bill. which was sent to the White House 


for the President's signature Wednes- 
day _ includes appropriations for: rail- 
highway crossing projects in Terre 

| ute, cade to Sen. Birch Bayh 1D- 


way crossing funds. 
ayh., chairman of the Senate Tran- 
sportation Appropriations Subcommit- 
tee. inserted the language concerning 
Terre Haute in the budget proposal. 
“A project to improve the safety of 
erre Haute motorists who must cross 
railroad tracks cutting through the city 
ot Terre Haute, particularly on Third 
Street. is something I have been working 
toward for years.” Bayh said. — 

“Tam very pleased that I have finally 
succeeded.” he added. 

A total of $10 million is provided for 
fiscal 1977 for rail-highway gnes 
throughout the nation. A 

Bayh said Terre Haute would receive 
sufficient funds in fiscal 1977 to carry out 
engineering- design and feasibility 
studies that must be done before any ac- 
tual construction begins. 

“As chairman of the Senate Transpor- 
tation Appropriations Subcommittee,” 
Bayh concluded, “I intend to make cer- 
tain that funding renis available to 


complete the | project as soon as pos- 


sible.” the senator concluded. 


The transportation appropriations bill © 
does not contain specific language as to | 
ey paprati for 


how and where t ie mon 
Terre Haute will e 
local planners and pu 


planners to determine wha 
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Court Cuts 
Rail Irgitic 


nce 
Railroad traffic 7 the Terre 
Haute area will be lightened by 
a ruling in a federal court in- | 
junction suit in Danville, H.. | 
according toa report from that 
court Friday morning.. | 


Plaintiffs in the action in- | 
cluded the Nlinois Department 
of Transportation and a 
number of communities along 
the right-of-way of the former 
Penn Central Railroad from; 
southern. Ilinois to Decatur. | 
now operated by ConRail. 


ConRail, the Consolidated ' 
Rail Corporation, was the 
defendant. in the action that 
sought to halt the transfer of 
ConRail freight traffic from 
the old Penn Centra! line to the 
L&N -Railroad in western: In- 
diana from Evansville. through 
Vincennes and Terre Haute and 
to points north. 


Local officials have been con- 
cerned about crossing traffic 
tie-ups and additional crossing 
wear resulting from the ad- 
ditional freight traffic through 
Terre Haute. 


, According to a court attache. 
| Friday's action takes~the 
nature of a temporary restrain- 
ing order against the freight 
switch, which was one of the 
į first. moves made by ConRail 
i after the quasi-private corpora- 
tion took over from the 
ibankrupt Penn Central 
: Railroad on April 1. 

Although, ConRail and L&N 
į Sources indicated that the ad- 
j ditional freight traffic through 
ı Terre Haute only amounted to 
| about a dozen trains per week, 
{other sources have indicated 
| that. the traffic through Terre 
‘Haute could potentially be 
! much heavier 
| «Shortly before the injuction 
1suit reached litigation a few 
| weeks ago, the L&N Railroad 
i reported -approximately two 
| trains per day of ConRail trat- 
| fic through Terre Haute, in ad- 
| dition to the L&N’s own traffic, 
estimated at between 14 and 16 
: trains per day. 
! Judge Henry S. Wise issued 
the temporary restraining 
jorder. which will reportedly 
hecome a permanent order un- 
|less challenged by the other 
side. i lig Q Jf |! 
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ns S Podeli S court retthing order 
against ConRail freight from Illinois ad- 
ding to Terre Haute rail traffic on the 
L&N through Terre Haute is expected to 
grow into a permanent injunction. 

That’s the report Saturday from at- 
torneys who won the temporary 
restraining order in Danville this week 
as they fought to keep alive the former 
Penn Central route from Carmi to Dan- 
ville 

The order was handed down by Judge 
Henry S. Wise of the U.S. District Court 
at Danville who told attorneys Friday 
that his ruling against the ConRail-L&N 
agreement to divert through traffic from 
eastern Illinois to the rails in western In- 
diana would take effect at 12:01 a.m. 
next Monday. 

The defendants then have 10 days in 
which to show cause why the temporary 
injunction should not be made perma- 
nent. 

Attorney Kevin McCarthy of the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, 
which has subsidized the former Penn 
Central route, brought the injunction 
suit with the support of several Illinois 
communities served by the railroad and 
other interested parties. 

The complaint argued that the agree- 
ment between ConRail and the LEN was 
faulty tor several reasons, including the 
allegation that the contractual arrange- 
ment was signed after the deadline 
which held for agreements entered 
without approval of the Interstate Com- 

1 merce Commission 

The plaintiffs complained further that 
the freight switch prevented Illinois 
from recouping the $¥ millson per year 
subsidy invested by the state to keep the 
route alive: that service was lost to the 
area: that costs to Illinois shippers in- 
creased with the added mileage involved 
in traveling to Indiana and that the 
agreement diverted taxpayer money toa 

solvent railroad instead of to rail opera- 


Rail Freight Order 
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tions which were to be assisted by the 
law which created ConRail. 

Concern for added traffic tie ups at 
L&N crossings in Terre Haute and Vigo 
County, as well as increased deteriora- 
tion of those crossings, has been expres- 
sed by city and county authorities who 
voiced support for the Illinois complaint. 

Railroad sources have said that only 
one or two ConRail trains per day have 
added to the L&N traffic of about 15 
trains per day. Mowever, it has been 
noted that the amount of freight involved 
could mean, at conservative estimates, 
an increase of 60 per cent or more to the 
existing L&N traffic. And a railroad 
company spokesman was quoted this 
weekend that the ConRail traffic would 
ultimately add up to 16 trains per day 
through Terre Haute. 

Further action is awaited, either 
through the courts or the ICC. ~+ i 
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By WAYNE PER 
Tribune Staff Wein 

When local officials meet next week 
with representatives of the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHA) to dis- 
cuss plans for rail/highway-crossing im- 
provements in Terre Haute, Mayor 
William Brighton is expected to be en- 
couraging funding for a study of an over- 
pass construction on North Third Strect 
near Sycamore Street. 

The meeting will involve area leaders, 
the Indiana Division FHA administrator. 
and U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.). 

Bayh’s Washington, D.C., office an- 
nounced that the session would be con- 
' ducted on Friday, Aug. 20, in the Terre 
Haute City Courtroom at 1 p.m. 

The Hoosier, senator, chairman of the ` 
Senate Transportation Appropriations 
Subcommittee, introduced language in 
the fiscal 1977 Transportation Ap- 


propriation Bill that specifically makes — , 


Fae | roads CT, H ) 


Overpass 


Ov 


k Ag e de Fa Oo. 
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crossing funds. AE 


A total of $10 million is provided for 
fiscal 1977 for rail/highway projects 
nationwide. 


The local session is being conducted to 
give area leaders input into planning 


, ) how funds will be used. i 4 


Brighton told The TRIBUNE Friday, 
"We're extremely encouraged by the 
meeting itself. .. and we're also very 
~ happy with the possibility of funds for 
` feasibility studies in Terre Haute on im- 
proved crossings.” 


““We are hopeful that the feasibility 
studies will show that there is a need for 
providing funds forsan overpass on North 
Third Street—an absolute must for 
smooth, traffic flow in the city,” 
Brighton continued. 

“Right now we're taking counts of 


‘Study 


motor is rail traffic at those crossings 
and we will make that information 
available at the meeting next week—and 
that should go a long way. . . this is one | 
of the most heavily traveled non- | 
overpass crossings in the state,” the 
mayor continued. 

Brighton concluded by praising Bayh 
for working to obtain the funds for Terre ' 
flaute and for' encouraging local par- 
ticipation in planning activities. 

No official statement has been made 
, by Bayh’s office or the FHA on how the, 
funds are specifically to be used. It has‘! 
been presumed that local priorities 
would determine use of the monies:. 


Local transportation planning is“ 
! handled by the Vigo County Area Piann- 
ing Department and that agency will be 
involved in Friday's session to provide 
input on needed projects in Terre Haute. 


Also attending the session ee he. 
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to be Sought 


Se roipeentatives of the ete s street com- 
missioners, the city engineer, consulting 
engineers and staff from the West 
Central Indiana Economic Development 
District. 


Accompanying Bayh to the meeting 
will be George Gibson, Indiana Division 


_ administrator of the FHA, and James 


English, Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee staff merhber. 


"We want to maximize local involve- 
ment from the initial planning stages to 
insure that these projects are designed 
iito meet the needs of the community in 
the most efficient possible way,” Bayh 
commented. 


“In addition,’’. he, continued, ‘a 
meeting with the Indiana Division ad- 
ministrator at this stage will help local 
officials foresee and avoid potential pit- 
fails in the development of their project 
____ plans which could delay: construction.“ 
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Permanent Order & 
Halts ConRail 
‘Route Change ` T re 19 1078 


fic has been made into a per- 
manent injunction. ' «© = 7 
Late Wednesday afternoon 
the temporary restraining | 
order that prohibited ConRail 
from adding traffic on the L&N | 
ithrough Terre. Haute was 
changed to a permanent injunc- 
tion. 
=~ Phe temporary restraining 
order had been won in Danville 
on Aug. 6.as part of a fight to 
keep alive the former Penn 


As expected, a Féderal court 
restraining order against 
ConRail freight from Illinois 
adding to Terre Haute rail traf- 


Community affairs FAS 


Central’ route from Carmi to 


‘Danville. ` ri Fd ma DEAS 
“The order was made perma- 
nent by Judge Henry S. Wise of 
the U. S. District Court at Dan- 
ville. “ga ma Sp 
His temporary order against 
i the ConRail-L&N agreement to 
zdivert through traffic from 
‘eastern Illinois to the -rails in 
western Indiana took effect at 
"12:01 a.m. on Aug. 9.,;°~ 


=aSince ‘that time there has , 


been no ConRail traffic on the 
L&N lines, through Terre 
Haute. -piia Se ~ 


“The defendants ithe rails) | 


-had 10 days from the time the 
temporary order was made to 


-Show cause why it should not z 


made permanent. 

A hearing on the issue was 
conducting Wednesday and the 
judge did decide to make the 
restraining order permanent at 
that time. _. 

Rail officials may still appeal 
the injunction, although a stay 
| of the order requested Wednes- 

, day was not granted. ` 
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Sen. Bayh, Leaders 
Discuss Funds for, k, 


Crossing Projects 


T AUG 241976 
By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Initial contact was made Friday after- 
noon between federal, state and local of- 
ficials so planning could begin for a 
rail/highway- crossing. demonstration 
project in Terre Haute ~ < 


Over 100 local leaders in government, 
labor, education and civic organizations 
attended a session called by U.S. Sen. 
Birch Bayh (D-Ind:) to discuss how 


: that considers the number of trains and 
menal alg? ae for on a cars passing through an intersection and a 
se BEAN Seen Und SO NAMDEON the kind of protection that is provided at 
rail/highway-crossings. tlie Grossing.) = J 
Bayh moderated the session and told Smith further said that according to = 
those assembled in the Terre Hauté City ` information from rail officials, the Om 
Hall Courtroom he was “no expert on number of trains at the Third Street in- +7 
rail/highway-crossings” but he did feel _tersection has increased during the past m 
improvements in that area “are long year to a minimum of 26 per day and a Q 0 
overdue for Terre Haute.” maximum of 38 per day. Index numbers y 
“It is a tragedy this city-has been sub- would then range between 68,096 and () m 
jected in the past to the traffic tie-ups 99.525. Zz 
and other situations that have resulted At present there are between 36 trains Co 
because of railroad crossings,” Bayh per day and 62 trains per day crossing at ig m 
stated. the 13th Street intersection. Index > 
ete A numbers for such traffic at that site 
s Ta ee et ne gee would be a minimum of 70,293 and a 4 
maximum of 121,061. m 


tation Appropriation Bill so Terre Haute 
would beʻone of only a few cities in the 
nation to receive funds to study the 
feasibility of rail/highway-crossing im- 
provements. 

Bayh said that in addition to money for 
preliminary planning for a project, the 
“door is open for more funds for final 
engineering and design and for the 
hardware for construction” to finish any 
project or projects undertaken. 


Most of the conversation during the 
session centered on the possibility of 
constructing overpasses either at the 
Penn Central Railroad crossing on Third 
Street (U.S. 41) or at the Penn Central 
crossing at 13th Street. 


At the request of Terre Haute Mayor 


‘William Brighton, the Vigo County Area 
Planning Department prepared a report 
concerning the traffic and rail move- 
ment™®t those intersections. 


Paul Smith of the Area Planning 
Department reported that in February 
of 1975 there were 24 trains and two 
switching trains at the Third Street cros- 
sing per day. The average a 


Using a formula established by the In- 
diana State Highway Commission to 
determine the need for providing a 
separated grade (overpass), Smith 
reported that the index for the Third 
Street crossing was 59.519. The State 
Highway Commission feels an index 
number of over 50,000 indicates con- 
sideration should be giverr to providing a 
separate grade. 

(The formula used to determine the in- 
dex figures is an involved calculation 


Smith concluded, ‘The above figures 
indicate that both intersections have suf- 
ficient auto and train traffic to warrant 
the considergtion of providing a 
separated grade.” 

Also during the meeting George 


- Gibson, Indiana Division administrator 


for the Federal Highway Administra- 
tion, stated that the two initial steps in 
planning for the use of the federal funds 
would be (1) determining the scope of 
the problem by (2) asking the mayor to 
establish a Steering committee to guide 
the project. 

Brighton did announce that by next 
Wednesday he would appoint such a 
steering committee. 

Comments made by others attending 
the session emphasized the need to con- 
sider the entire rail traffic situation in 
Terre Haute in terms of other options 
besides overpasses and the need to con- 
sider possible action at the rail/highway 
crossing at Margaret Avenue and 19th, 
Street. 

A total of $10 million is available 
nationwide for rail/highway project 
feasibility studies in the appropriation 
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count was 20,811 vehicles. Te; bill, which was signed by President Ford 
` on Aug. 14. 
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1,4 1 5 1976 
By WAYNE PER 
Tribune Staff Weiter 

When local officials meet next week 
with representatives of the Federal 
Dighway Administration (FHA) to dis- 
cuss plans for rail/highway-crossing im- 
provements in Terre Haute, Mayor 
William Brighton is expected to be en- 
couraging funding for a study of an over- 
pass construction on North Third Strect 
near Sycamore Street. 

The meeting will involve area leaders, 
the Indiana Division FHA administrator. 
and U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.). 

Bayh’s Washington, D.C., office an- 
nounced that the session would be con- 
ducted on Friday, Aug. 20, in the Terre 
Haute City Courtroom at 1 p.m. 

The Hoosier, senator, chairman of the 
Senate Transportation Appropriations 
Subcommittee, introduced language in 
the fiscal 1977 Transportation Ap- 
propriation Bill that specifically makes — 


i 
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Haute eligible Ki rail highways 
crossing funds. es 


A total of $10 million is provided for 


fiscal 1977 for rail/highway projects 
“~~ 


nationwide. 


The local session is being conducted to 
give area leaders input into planning 


, how funds will be used. Pas 


Brighton told The TRIBUNE Friday, 
“We're extremely encouraged by the 
meeting itself. . . and we're also very 
happy with the possibility of funds for 


` feasibility studies in Terre Haute on im- 


‘proved crossings.” 


‘“We are hopeful that the feasibility 
studies will show that there is a need for 
providing funds forsan overpass on North 
Third Street—an absolute must for 
smooth, traffic flow in the city,” 
apres continued. 

“Right now we're taking counts of 
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motor find rail traffic at those crossings 
and we will make that information 
available at the meeting next week—and 
that should go a long way. . 
of the most heavily traveled non- 
overpass crossings in the state,” the 
mayor continued. 

Brighton concluded by praising Bayh 


for working to obtain the funds for Terre ' 


flaute and for' encouraging local par- 
ticipation in planning activities: 
No official statement nas been made 


ı by Bayh's office or the FHA on how the, 


funds are specifically to be used. It has 
been presumed that local priorities 
would determine use of the monies:. 


Local transportation planning is 


; handled by the Vigo County Area Plann- 
ing Department and that agency will be 
involved in Friday’s session to provide 
input on needed projects in Terre Haute. 


Also attending the session will be 


Vigo County Public Library’ 
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representatives of the city’s street com- 
missioners, the city engineer, consulting 
engineers and staff from the West 
Central Indiana Economic Development 
District. 


Accompanying Bayh to the meeting 

will be George Gibson, Indiana Division 

_ administrator of the FHA, and James 

English, Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee staff member: 


“We want to maximize local involve- 
ment from the initial planning stages to 
insure that these projects are designed 


iito meet the needs of the community in 


the most efficient possible way,” 
commented. 


“In addition,’ he, continued, ‘a 
meeting with the Indiana Division ad- 
ministrator at this stage will help local 
officials foresee and avoid potential pit- 
falls in the development of their project 
plans which could delay. construction.’ 


Bayh 


T 
STUDYING RAIL CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS — Over 100 Avs 2.3 mo 
civic leaders, labor representatives and other local citizens attended a meeting Friday 
afternoon to discuss how expected federal funds can be used in Terre Haute for 
rail/highway-crossing improvements. Discussing the situation before the session at 
Terre Haute City Hall were U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.), Terre Haute Mayor 
William Brighton and George Gibson of the Indiana Division of the Federal Highway 
Administration. House of Photography Photo 
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BEGINNINGS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 


IN 
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 
BY 


MARCELLINE M. GILLMORE 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY po pREFFRENGE, i-a 
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Given before the Vigo County 
Historical society, Terre Haute, 
on ¥oveiber 5, 1947. 


BsGINNINGo OF fie PeNNotLVaNTa nalTLnoAvp 
IN 


Tanna HAUTE 


an editorial appearing in the February 2, 1848 issue of 
the Terre Haute uxpress comments thus: "among the improvements 
of the day, none is more prominent or engages more of the 
public's attention than railways traversed by locomotive power. 
In the United otates, railroads are in progress from Maine to 
Louisiana. ijassachusetis aione has 1500 miles of railroads, 
representing an expenditure of 40,000,000. They have proven 
profitabie, yield handsome interest, promote a degree of prosperity 
amongst merchants, fariaers, and we¢chanics. already they are 
known in twenty states of tne Union. sven Georgia, outstanding 
in bargen hiile wus 600 miles of railroad pushing even now 
into the borders of Tennessee. Ohio is successfuily building 
and Inaiana is fuily awake." 

Today, if you wish to go to Cincinnati to visit the Zoo, 
see your other or aunt Sue, you just drive down to the Union 
otation and take the streamiiner and in the matter of four hours 
you are there. But ninety-five years ago, it was altogether 
different, not quite so speedy or convenient, but probably 
more romantic. 

The first class packet, wisconsin or Hoosier State left 
Cineinn=ti on the Ohio niver at twelve o'clock noon, arriving 


at wadison, Indiana at 7:00 Pii after a comforucbie or 


uncomfortable night as the case might be, you rose at the early 
hour of seven to ride one of those public conveyances called a 
railroad. Incredible, but in five hours you would be eating 
lunch in Indianapolis. at 1:50 PM a train would carry you to 
Terre Haute, and 6;00 Pai would see you safely in the thriving 
city on the banks oi the »abash. Just a matter of 30 hours but 
you were assured by both boat and train of a passage of the 
first order and that every attention would be given to your 
comfort. 
But mind you, this was in 1852 when railroads were beginning 
to be more or less common. The first had been built in 1854 
at the tremendous cost of »1500 per mile. It extended 1% 
miles out of Shelbyville, Indiana and later became a part of 
the old Lawrenceburg-Indianapolis line. It had a traction 
equipment of one norse, and was able to draw 40 or 50 persons 
at the unknown rate of nine wiles per hour. a few miles of 
track from Madison, Indiana toward Indianapolis opened in 1858 
and these were the beginnings oi the railroad system in Indiana. ` 
at that time only two other railroads existed in the west, one 
from Lexington to Louisviile and one from Toledo toward Detroit.’ 
Tue Kaaison and Indianayotis had been chartered in 1838, 
but it took five years to get the tracks into Indianapolis. 
QGne reason it took so long was a hill between madison and 
North Wadison. -This plane is 7,012 feet long, nearly 1-1/3 
miles with a 5.9% grade, steepest in the United States and 
possibly in the world. The total elevation is 413 feet, or 
311 feet to the mile. buch of this plane was out through 


Solid rock with embankments nearly 100 feet hign.: 


October 1, 1847 the first steam train entered Indianapolis 
at 3:00 Ph. The Indianapolis Journal says in describing this 
event: "Such a collection of people as thronged the grounds 
adjacent to the depot has not been witnessed in these parts 
Since Tippecanoe tines, They were there by acres, stretched 
out alone the railroad, some upon trees, stumps, fences, 
mounds ana everythin, “hich tended to raise one squad above 
another. Then came the train with the shrill whistle of the 
locomotive echoin, through hoary forests and over verdant 
fielus, Tre crowd of awe spectators answered "with shout 
upon shout." That night a lireworka display and a circus 
perf ormance nelped celebrate the historic occasion: This was 
the beginning of a new era and marked the starw of progress 
that eventually made Indianapoiis one of the nation's greatest 
raiiroud cities. 

Incidentiy, the Pennsylvania nailroad on October 1, 1947, 
held quite a celebration to mark the 100th anniversary in 
Indianapolis, at which time they exhibited the newest type of 
6,000 horsepower diesel passenger locomotives, a huge 120 mile 
an hour 4 cylinder T-1l stean passenger locomotive, and a 
powerful J-l type Tfreignt engine. 

irs John F. may, assistant aoad Foreman of En.,ines, has 
Kindi, louned us his coilection of pictures showing the first 
union otation in Indianu,oiis, incidently, the first Union 
etation in america. During the Civil war, it held prisoners. 
The five arches which you see in the picture were closed at 
night by gates and behind these were confined the prisoners. 


There is also a picture of the second station built before the 


cee oe 4 


tracks were elevated, 

It might be interesting to know too, that a Terre Haute 
pets Chauncey Rose, John Brough, of the Madison and Indianapolis, 
and Oliver H., Smith of the Bellefontaine Line met in an office 
in the middle of the circle in 1850 and planned this Union 
Station, the first in the world. It was opened September 20, 
1653, just ten days before the first train entered the city. It 
was 420' long by 120' wide. 

Mr. May has also contributed an article from - The 
Locomotive, January 1657, describing a dey in the Indianapolis 
Union Station in those early days “What a strange and 
interesting variety of human existence and action may be 
daily witnessed at the great theater of our bustling city, the 
Union Railroad depote Train after train are continually 
dashing in from all parts of the compass with multitudes of 
venturous persons, who, as they rush out of the cars to the 
public gaze present a mixed spectacle of the ridiculous, the 
whole becomes a confused bedlam scene and may at times easily 
exceed the wildest description that fançy could paint. It 
would seem to compare „wore to Beelzebub’s kitchen than any 
other object the mind could grasp - the fiery monsters are 
there, emitting Sulphurous smoke puffing, snorting and whizzinge 
The continual dingdong of the deafening bell starties you with 
dread alarm, the sereechin, whistle and rumbling noise of the 
train as it noves onward makes you stand amazed with wonder. 
Then the dextrous action of the depot employes ir handling 
baggage, rolling, pitching, dashing, Smashing, surrougded by 


an gager Bot of claimants, bawling and squalling to the extent 


of their iungs, presenting their checks, then taking hold of 
their effects, lugging und dragging aside to some place of 
security, followed by an army of Jehus and hotel runners, 
Shouting with stenutoriun voice, "Bates House, Palmer House, 
wright House, Little’s, etce, right up !right up ! with an 
occasional knockdown among them, by way of a masterly display 
of superior bullyship and thus, during the year, the almost 
incessant scene of animated excitment may be witnessed at this 
theater of activity. It is estimated that the weekly averageof 
travelers ut this depot will number about 10,000, enough in 
all conscience to make it an attractive and interesting spectacle 
to tno curiosity seeker," 

But this hus to do witu Indianapolis and this paper was 
to be tne eurly beginnings of railroads in Terre Haute. The 
Cans] was then the popular route, offering trieweekly service 
between Lafayette and Terre kigute., In those days, the oniy 
methed of reéuchin, Indisnayoiis, other than stage coacu, wus 
by horseback or nud wagon, the lutter taking from four to six 
days, Own Tuller, operuted a staj,e line, the headquarters 
being the Old National sogd House. In 1848, the newspupers 
advertised the stappe line as keaving Indianapolis at 10 AM 
and arriving in Terre Haute generaljy around two o'clock in 
the night. 

This required tog much time for a gentleman in Terre 
Haute by the name of Chauncey hose and he determined to do 
something about it. In 1848, he conceived the plan of building 
àa rdilrosd from Terre Haute to aichmond to connect with the 


Bellefontaine route or with «a roaa projected running west 


into Columbus, He hopeu to establish a line in a road between 


st. Louis 4nd Cincinnati. The promotion of the aichmond koad 
failed but the Terre Hsute-Indianapolis road was put through. 

The organization hud been planned in 1849 but delay wus 
encountered us people were incredulous. a railroad was not 
needed, one train a month could curry all the surplus crops, 
highways would be ruined, .cattle killed, the peuce and quiet 
of the countryside destroyed» Illinois had just gone through 
4 bitter experience of extravagant public improvements us had 
other states an. the people were skeptical?’ There was but one 
rajlroud in Indiana, the Wadison und Indianapolis. There were 
many wealthy wen hereabouts but they were disinclined to help. 
John KoSe, a ricn brother in New York City hekped as did the 
firun of winslow, Lanier and Compuny, also of New York, who had 
financed the wadison and Inuisnupolis, but most of tho money 
Camne irom Boston tnrough a man named welles who furnished the 
iron. 

Tos directors of the Terre Haute nuilroud met at Greencustie, 
om tae.l9th. of april 1848 to orgunize. Books for subscription 
of stock were ordered to @ opened at Terre Haute, Greencastle, 
Danvisle, Indianapolis, Greenfield, Knightstown and Louisville 
und Centreviile und closed on the 15 of July. They required 
wle00 to be puid on cach share at time of subscription, 94.00 
on eich shure puid by first of July next, -and 94.00 each share 
every 60 days thereafter until the 924200 were paid, 

The president wis authorized to appoint suitable persons 
to take relinquishinent of iunds, gifts, grants, bequests, 
money, l-bor, property, stone, yravel, material for benefit of 


the company, ulso land ior erection of depots at Terre Hautes 


Greencastle und some interinediate point between. The Terre 


Haute «Xpress of July 26, 1848 reads: 
"after running several trial lines, the engineers on iionday 
morning co.waenced the permanent location of that part lying 
The line rune near the Nahonal Read House (00 ydi south of the sanal and 

between Terre Haute and Greencastlenorth of the road, preceeds 
eistwardly near William souls' place, and up the valleg of 
Lost Creek, crossing south of the National noad in the neighbor- 
hood of .iiliausons, recrossing Croys Creek and so on to 
Greencustle. This takes us through the finest Mone and coal 
lines. The sky is bri sht, we have every confidence in the 
Board of Directors und tic unflagging determination and efforts 
of our president," Inciuentl, a note in small print says, 
"we hope to be excused for reminding the stockholders tuat 
the call ior 44.00 per shure is now payable." 
The first officers were- 

Chauncey Rose =- Pres. and Chairman of the Board 

Charles iood =- Secretary 

General John scott - Treasurer 
The first bourd of directors weree 

samuel Crawford 

E.J. Peck 

James Farrington 

Demas Deming 

Curtis Gilbert 
after four years, samuel Crawford became president until his 
death wien B.J. Peck succeeued him. all were Terre Haute men 
but EJ. Pecke- 

Wir. nose purchased trom wr. Gilbert 100 feet on the south- 

west corner of abash and 7th otreet and built 4 small one- 


story waite building in the middle of the lot, about where 


Baurer's dru, store now stands, This was the directors* office. 


His organization completed, Mre Kose summoned in 1850, 


John Brough, former auaitor of the State of Ohio, who had 
attracted the attention of winsloweLanier Company of New York, 
backers of the wadison und Indianapolis nailroad, also a 
young man, Charles a. Peddle, who had come out of the dgast, 
Since Churles x. Peddle is the grandfather of miss Juliet 
Peddle, Program Chairman of our Historical Society, I think 
we should become a little better acquainted with him singe he 
becums such an influential factor in early railroad history. 

Born in Philaudelphis, October 5, 1820, of uaker ancestory, 
he attended the schools of Philadelphia and Plainfield, 
Connecticut. He became an apprentice of the Norris Locomotive 
works in Philadelphia und later became locomotive engineer 
with the Philadelphia and neadiny, and later with the iadison 
and Indianapolis nailroads. while on the latter road, he was 
approved by ur. Brough, then president of the Madison and 
Indisanap@jis, as a suitable mun to take charge of the Terre 
Haute and iichmond shops. He met wr. nose at the astor douse, 
New York, on april 4, 1851 und accompanied him to Boston. 

He hired a man numed \ies. willer, father of a well known 
locomotive engineer and brother of Oscar Miller, former crew 
dispatcher. 

In a letter dated March 14, 1851, Wir. nose wrote ivr, 
Peddlę saying: "Your proposition is something higher than I 
anticipated and I think iigher than is customary to pay for 
the sume services in the west. I am willing to pay you sixty 
dollars a month and expenses while taking the engines out and 


to pay you the same price to run one of them while constructing 


the roud, you paying your own expenses. AS soon us the road is 
finished, to allow you «a salary ol 9900 a year as a Waster 
wechanic und shoulda that not be as high as the madison and 
Indi-znapolis und other companies are paying, will increase it 
to 1000 a year as named by you. he expect the road to œ in 
runnin, order sometine in November next und the principal 

Shop will oe in Terre Haute, waich you will find a pleasant 

and healthy place." 

Thus, young Charles augan peddle was given nis first 
asSignaent, that of going to Taunton, Massachusetts and bringing 
back tue four locomotives which iir. nose purchased. 

In order to better understand the financial conditions of 
the time, the following taken from the Wabash Express of 
December 1847 may be of interest, Flour was quoted at 95.00 
per barrel, lard, 8 cents, potatoes, 25 cents per bushel, 
Cuickens, 75 cents per dozen, turkeys, 25 and 27 cents each, 
coal, 74 cents per bushel, eges, 64 cents per dozen, butter, 
125 to 15 cents per pound and whiskey, 20 cents per gallon. 

In another letter wr. nose states; "Messrs. Hinkley and 
Drur, of the Boston Locomotive works are building us four small 
engines of 12 tons euch, to use in constructing the road 
(we commence at both ends of the line), two of them will be 
finished by the first of april and others by the lOth," 

In other letters he admonished the young mun to œ careful 
of nis money, to sew same in his vest, also to be very careful 
to keep the engines well oiled and to use every discretion in 


getting the engines safely to destination. 
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Today, this would be a simple matter of about thirty-six 
hours, that of putting them in ome of our fast freights and in 
no time they would be at journey's end, but in those days it 
was vastly 2 different matters He could not get through bills 
of lading and the freight had tow paid at the Beginning of 
each line. 

Some idea of the cost of transportation may be gleaned 
from letters written by ur. nose from time to Time: "The 
agents of the line albany to Buffalo by way of Troy have agreed 
to tow our engines between these points for 20 cents a mile 
for eaCi engine; you paying the expense of hauling them through 
Troy sand «cross the bridge .t tnat place by horses, the custumury 
char ¢ for wuicu is gl15 per engine, but as there are four 
together, und all small, perhaps they will do it for less. 
There will be no harm to ask, I fear you will be detained several 
days at Buffalo, it will be a tedious job to get the engines 
from the depot to the vessel. I1 finully made arrangements 
to receive thein at the depot and lund them either on board a 
Canal bout or on the wharf at Toledo for 9140 a piece, he 
paying all expenses except insurance, I want them insured at 
~9000 cash, which will probably amount to 925,00 each. 

"I Saw iira Brown at Toledo und he wanted to charge me 
pilS each for the two engines Toledo to Terre Haute and $110 
for tuose to Cincinnati, you paying the toll, byt I felt 
this entirely too high. [It is impossible for me to judge a 
fair prife but I shouid think 100 free of toll would be uoourt 
right, but you must tuke care of that. Do the best you cun 


and I will be sutisfied. At Cincinnati, I think it probably 
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best to either purchase a flat bout or get one of the owners 
to flout the engines down to madison. 

lr. reddle describes his journey thus: The engines were 
towed to Buffalo by rail, hauled through the streets some 
3/4 of a mile to the dock by horses. The streets were unpaved 
and the engines were axle deep in mud. 

Two of the engines were loaded on the Brig Hollister. 
His log of the journey reports tremendous gales and that he 
was awful sick. He accompanied the two engines to Toledo 
where he made a bargain to have the two engines and tender 
taken to Terre Haute aboard cunal boat "Patriot" for $125.00, 
the remaining two engines which were to follow under the care 
of idiller, were to be taken to Cincinnati, aboard the "Eastern 
Divison" for 75.00 each. The engines were unloaded, hauled 
to anutuer dock and then let down on Skids to a canal boat, 
a ticklish operation because of the constant swell from tue 
lake and pussing Steamboats which kept the boats in constant 
motion ana the fact that the wharf was ten fect from the bottom 
of the bout. The two engines were forwarded to Terre Haute 
by the wubash and srie Canal. Mr. Peddle had to wait for the 
other two engines in charge of Miller on account of getting 
a suitable bout. On their arrival, he sent Miller to over- 
take the two engines enroute to Terre Haute. He, kamself 
took the other two engines to Cincinnati by canal. The oca% 
was provided with a pair of sweeps and steering oar and flicated 
down the Ohio to madison, mauied up the levee to the railrcad 
track, taken to the shops, put together by iir. Paddle and then 


run to Indiunapolis. Here one of them was turned over to 


Uncle Billy Baugh, well known locul character, and the other 


Wis hoa Tor bdallasting work. Accompanied by his wife and 
baby. ir. Peddle took the stuge for Terre Haute on Saturday 
afternoon und arrived in ais future home shortly after srnrise 
on 2 nunay morning. 

An @ccurate log of his adventurous trio has been supplied 
by uis  crandcuughter, wiss Juliet Peddle and is included as 


a matter of record. 


LOG OF TRI? FaCw BOSTON TQ waDISON, INDIAN 
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i65i iar. 31, Left Phila. for New York. 
apr. l, Left New York for Bostone 
apr. 2, Received $1390 from wr. nose. 
apr. 15, Left Boston with the 4 engines. 
apre 16, arrived Greenbush 2 a. ii. 
apr. 16, Reached Schenectady 6 P.i. 
Apr. 17, neuched Syracuse 6 P.M. 
apr. 19, Arrived Buffalo 6 P.M. 


apr. 22, Got 1l engine 1/3 way to basin and 2nd 
ome off the snack, slow work. 


apr. 29, Brig hollister arrived. 


apr. 50, Got 2 engines on Holiis™e:. 


ay l, Tremendous gale. 

Way 3, went aboard Hollister, westher  ovnd 
a di aay x 

Way 4, Left Buffalo 10 áli. Hecvwy meei, 

Way >. Jwful sick. 

Jey 6, arrived Tolédo 4 P.il. 

ag 7, Got off 2 engines ani © tender, sade 


bargain to have 2 engines and tender 


iy 8, 

liay 9, 

way lil, 
hay 12, 
May 13, 
May 14, 
nay 15; 


maj Lies 


wy i8 , 


May 195 


nay 20, 


uay Tel, 


way 23, 


wy 25, 
Hay 26 , 
Lay 27, 


iay 28, 
ilay 30, 
iay 31, 
June l, 
June ô, 


Jue 28, 


to Cincinnati for $75 a piece, $125 to 
Terre Haute, 


Got off last tender and put on canal boat. 
Finished getting engine on canal boat Patriot. 
Got engine on canal boat, 

Ganal boat Eastern Div. left with 2 emgines. 
went as far as Maumee and returned, 

2 last engines arrived. 

Got engines and tender off vessel. 


Finished getting engines on Wohawk at noon 
and started at 5 Poole 


Left waumee about 7:30 a.il, on Mohawk. 


Reached Fort Defiance about 6 Belle and stopoca 
4 miles below Junction, 62 miles from Toledo. 


Put off box tools ut Junction consigned to 
C. nose. 


otopped at saw Hill below St. wury's and took 
on lumber. 


arrived Lockport, got aboard Canal Packet at 
ll P.ilk, reached Dayton on 24th at 9 Asile 


wohawk arrived at Dayton 3:50 P.i. 
Left Dayton by Packet for Cincinnati. 


arrived Cincinnati and breakfasted at waverly 
House, 


Engines arrived at Cincinnati. 

Left Cincinnati at 10 aeii 

arrived wadison, Ind., at 4 P.il. 

Got engines off canal boat and up ihe hill. 
arrived Indianapolis with engines. 


Left Indianapolis for Terre Haute. 
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June 6, 1851 was a momentous day in Terre Haute. Word had 
Spread far and wide that the en,ines were approaching and they 
came by stage, by ox curt, by bout and by horseback, but still 
the, came, for hundreds of wiles around, and when the flatboat 
witn sucu mouern machinery came in view a great shout arose, 
"By whackity", shouted one old frontiersmun, " them air things 
are bi gern’! the side ef a house, can't tell me them thar 
things will run on a track." 

In the meantime, events were happening on the home front. 
February 9, 1848's issve of the Terre Heute Express commend. 
Hendricks and Clay Counties for their interest and enthmsiasr 
in the new project but ceys that Vigo is too apavhetic. nct 
Showing the strength in her loins, which if properly concentrate] 
would astonish nerself. They further admonish those who live 
‘to sve the fruit of their hands wili experience a pleasure 
that hoarded wealtn cannot Vive. Those who give will have 
been an u,ency toward improvement and their children will rise 
Up to call them blessed. "Citizene of Vigo County," writes 
the editor, “we believe what we write, let everyone add his 
mite to the common stock waich wiil brin, untold prosperity 
to our country." 

Two lines were proposed; Indianapoiis to Terre Haute, one 
via Danville and Greencastle, one direct Indianapoiis to Terre 
Haute, the former being one mile longer and costing $58,321.07 
more than the direct route. 


The total cost Indianapolis to Terre Havt wes stim sec 


as follows: 
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Grubbing, grading, etc. 365,556.00 
73.65 miles track 653,377.89 

$1,018,953.89 
avgi cost per mile - 913,838.56 ET Sey 
Contingencies, superintendence 26,558.00 


Engines, cars, warehouses, shops, etc. : Lag sew! 
Total cost road and equipment $1,185, 491.89 
“Vg Cost per mile $16, 100.00 

The Express further states; “The merits are intrinsic 
When viewed as an isolated road, Terre Haute to Indianapolis. 
yes we consider it as 4 link in a great chain cf railways from 
the atlantic to the iisSissippi, it assvires a character of ereat 
importance, oucn lines Completed vill Fe the most imoortans 
thing on this continent, pernaps in the world." 

In the Spring of 1851 work was begun from both ends of tue 
line. Great hopes were entertained for its completion witain 
the year but will only six or seven intervening miles, a hard 
Winter set in and work had to be abandoned. The last rail was 
laiu on suturduy evening, February 14, 1852 and Terre Haute 
w45 connected with the State Capital. the Wabash River with 
the Ohio at wadison. January 26. 1847 had seen the enactment 
of tie charter and giving of the right of way, in. four and 
one-half years the road was completed. 

william Baugh, better known as Uncle Billy Baugh, was ət 
the throttle of tne first train to operate Terre Haute to 
Indianapoiis. 

Passengers were evidently louth to wait until the entire 
line was Completed ss the Courier of December 5, 1851 makes 


Goument tht the first passenger arrived by rail at Terre bouts 


that evening ang on December 9th, States that vetwean 20 and 40 
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people came in althou,h there was still no regular service. 
The intervening distance between the two points was made by 
stage, 

Tne first passenger car was a box car with seats along 
the Sides. The first through ticket was solu in 1854 anu 
read ot. Louis to Boston, however, the ticket was sold in 
Terre Hiute. The first depot was a sinali. frame building, 
standing or the sovnth side of Wabash newer TOUR ‘Strects 

Wav 12, 1852 was the first time aay persor evur went to 
Indianapolis from Terre Haute and returned the same day. Train 
left Terre Haute at 6:00 «a.M. giving passenger three hours in 
Indianapolis, leaving at 1:30 P,id. and arriving in Terre Haute 
with papers from iadison and fourth day delivery of New York 
mail at 6:22 P.ile On this memorable day, the Courier states 
that 2 goodly number of passengers, together with two or three 
editorial men and a special lot of young belles left Terre 
Haute Depot, wr. Huestis, Superintendent, in charge. The train 
consistea of three or four passenger cars, finished in mahogany 
and handsome reù veivet. « stove kept the coaches at cowfortudle 
heat. These cars were built by aidgeway und Kimball of Columbus, 
Ohio at a cost of 92100 each, There wus one train east daily 
carrying mail and freight. Some #£mc was lost at Greencastle 
waiting for westbound train to pass, There was no diner here 
and the travelers would have fasted hau it not been for the 
"apple girl" whose small stock soon vanished. In one place 
the fare is quoted at five cents per mile, in another as 
y2,00 per adult. 


uite a little comment was made regarding the track. 
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in an article on the developments of railways, Wr. Peddie 


gives the following from recollection. 

"The first rails were built of hrcad foot T rail introduced 
zron England by an enginecr names Vignoles, These rails were 
very costly ənd made of very best matorial, the tariff auding 
So tne CoSu. However, when the stais coli the railroad to a 
syndic te of capitalists, they began »sin, cheap etrap rail. 
The section men were kept busy Spiking down the snake heads 
Which with provoking persistency sprang up ot any time to 
bar the wa, of the train, Mo provision was made for the 
expansion longitudinaily in hot weather. The consequence was 
they were under a very compressive strain when the mercury 
reached the 90s that tended to buckle them or else lift them 
bodily with the stringers attached whenever the woodenkeys 
failed tc holu them in their places or the vibration caused 
by an approaching train caused them io Spring up. These 
wooden keys usually shrunk in dry wather so they could be 
drawn out by the fingers. On loowtre ous of tre sab window, 
the track rose in front of the engire like 2 *ontinous wave, 
settling buck in its place uS the wheels cane vpon ite To 
my excited imagination, it seemed ^o rise ^t east six or 
seven inches which probably i8 an exaggeration. The serious 
question in wy mind, was at all times, wili the stringers 
Betlle back in their proper places or will the wedges drop 
under the stringers and cause the track to spread and ditch 
the train and engine. In any case, it seened like tempting 
fate to run over guch a track." 

Brazil station, built in 1852, is only original station 


standing between here and Indianapolis, The freight house, 


now on wabush «venue, in Terre Haute, houses the engines, 
served both freight and passenger, and was built in 1853, 
seelyville, was then cailed swodville, because a planing mill 
located there, Furnished wood for the lotomotives. Limedale 
was then called Junction. Loaded wood for locomotives at 
Bellville. 

By 1855, there were 14 locomotives on the division, all 
Were nameu with the exception of one which bore the No» 15. 
The; were Heggules, Goliath, Sampson Pacific, Terre Haute, 
Indianapolis, Hendricks, Clay, Vigo, Kentucky, Boston, Wabash, 
etc, 

Tuc first telegram was ent in 1859, the line having been 
installed from michmond to Terre Haute at the enormous cost 
of 1200.00. President ause's report that year saw possibilities 
of its further expediting business. 

In 1853 ir. nose retired frum the presidency bvt he 
remiined the princjpal stockhvluer until 1873 when he sold to 
iW. «ws Re WCKeen, Stock bringing 150 or more, 
The first annu«l report dated December 31, 1852 gives 


4 glowin, «account of the first yeur. 


"Receipts from passengers 69, 707.26 
"freight and mail 41.23 

Ņ110,943,87 

Expenses ee 

Net income » 446.08 


"During the past season we have purchased on very favorable 
terms 2} acres adjoining the tract previously donated at 
Terre Haute, making nearly 33 acres» also erected a Terre 
Haute a lurge anid substantial enginehouse and shops necessary 


for years to come and nearby a good boarding house. Ùe have 
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not lost a trip since hiy lst trains have run with remarkable 
regularity. 17,501 through and 39,888 way passengers have 
passed ever the road without slightest injury." 

On idarch 8, 1865 the name was changed to the Terre Haute 
and Indianapolis nailroad. 

iluch could be related of the strugule to project the road 
westward. Jonn Brougn's dream, along with that of Chauncey 
Rose, ws the extension of the TH&n westward to St. Louis. 

The nane propuseu was the wississippi and atlantic since the 
project was generally unuerstcod by this name among the sustern 
financiers where the plan met with approbation. In Indiana 

it was chartered under the name TH&R, but many felt it advisable 
to adhere tl the nane Llississippi and atlantic because it gave 

3 correct idea of its true character anc importancee But many 
things stood in the way. In a recent book, “The Road of the 
Century," written by alvin F. Harlow, he has this to says 

"In 1854 Brough induced the Indpls and Beilfontaine RR 
to aiu tic ike» which was to run from TH to St. Louis but for 
which he had not yet succeeded in getting a charter thru 
Illinois waere nine-tenths of the line would be. They voted 
to buy »200,000 worth of stock in the Wa altho all stock was 
down to half price. 

"Illinois wes then mostly forest und prairie. In 1856, 
Vandali«z as the cupitos nau less than 1000 in population. In 
the Internal Improvement Bili, altun was highly favored, It 
was to have three railroads, one to Shawneetown, one to iit. 
Carmel, anu one in the direction of Terre Haute. alton was 


five niles upstream from St. Lowis, but the Illinois legislators 


were not going to build a railroad to a foreign city. with 


adequate railroad service they believed alton could snatcu the 
Supremacy of the middle west from St. Louis. 

Tne alton and Terre Haute road would bisect another road 
Soon to be built, now the Illinois Central. When the Whig born 
state bank blew up in 1842, some work had been done on all the 
railroads, but this was halted. «a few spots had been graded 
between alton and Terre Haute, some ¢@ohtracts for timber cut 
for bridges when the crash came. 

oo provincial was the thinking in 1849, when the O&il, 
now the B&O, were coming west from Cinbinnati and reached the 
east boundary of Tilinois on its way to St. Louis. a State 
Policy Party spran_ up, held rabble rousing mass meetings, 
denying the right wf an; foreign corporation to set foot on 
Illinois suil, especially te adv arce the interests of st. 
Louis. The Ohio and mississippi was long delayed hy the 
OppoSitiun, us was the mississippi and atlantic, seeking to 
buils from Terre Haute tu St. Louis, passing thru Vandalia 
Wait had lost its cupitol to Springield in 1837, 

In 1850-51, the citizens of «alton succeeded in attracting 
astern capitulists in organizing the Terre Haute and .alton 
with intention of using the old survey and grade, John Brough 
was having 4 deuce of 2 time with the ilississippi and «atlantic 
project. In June of 1852, he tried for the fifth time to 
persuade tne Illinois legislature to grant a charter but the 
politicians were still loyal tu the «alton and refused him. 
They saiu in view of the probable completion of the Terre 


Haute ana «alton, no other road was necessary and they were also 
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determined to form at least one important city on the Mississippi 
River banks, namely «alton, Th 1851 they were startled when 
Brough announced he would build regardless as his company 
required nu further legislation, the general laws of Illinois 
gave hia sufficient power, but this was prabably a bluff for 

in Junusry of 1852, he «applied the Bimth time and was again 
turned ssin, he died without having his dream realized, 

But legislation could not keep uo. They finally yielded 
to the demands of the Ohio & ilississippi, now the B&O. In 
1856 the, took over the Bellville and Illinoistown, now East 
st. Louis, and changed the naume to the Terre Haute, alton and 
St. Louis, now the Big Four. The road suffered, however, as 
they had no connection aastward from Terre Haute but the Terre 
Haute and Indianapolis of which Rrevch wd beer the prasiding 
genius. It was thought the Terre Hivte ard Indianapolis would 
probably lease the Terre haute and wlton, bau ir i%€% plans 
suddenly were balked, probably at the request cf the 
Pennsylvania interests who mere becoming interested and dominant 
in the affairs and interests of the Terre Haute, Vandalia 
and ot. Louis, abcut to œ built. The war over, they decided 
to be wore friendly to the latter road. The construction of 
the St. Louis; Vandalia and sot. Louis was accomplished in 
1869 and 1870, and so today, we have the two parallel lines 
Indianapolis to St. Louis. 

Today, monstrous demons on wheels, weighing approximately 
275,000 race over the tracks. Our new Deisels, built in 1946 
at a cost of 3600000, now make the 73 miles in 65 minutes, 


when we are equipped with cab signals and train stops, we 
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Should be able to reduce this time. Just now we are limited 
by the state law of 75 miles per hour. 

X It is doubtful that either iir. Hose, iire Brough or sre 
Pedule ever dreained that their road would become a link in the 
great trunk line Linking the atlantic and Pacific, a most 
vital chain in the defense of our nation, the great artery 
carrying her life's blood. 

But ence a ruilrouder, always a railroader. Pernaps, 


even now, tuey are looking vut of the windoes of railroader's 


heaven, urging us on. who Knows? 
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To Commence Thursday, July 1, 1852 


TERRE LUTE ND KICHJOND RaILROad 
TIE TABLE 
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= TR oaee. aT ae 
Ali ; ‘ all 
Leave Terre Haute 6,80 ECO 
" Highland 7412 9425 
‘i Brazil 7.26 9.53 
n Greencastle 8.29 1ł.5 
Pal 
ad Coatsvilie 9.04 RLS: 
UL wiovris bown 9.286 1.53 
1% Bsalvilie 9,5° LEDD 
arrive fr Indiangp, EENE EAAS, Q45 n owa oey e am aee aaa Ae ag Pet 
: tossenger Mer .oSne se 
— re ee _i eC ee — ee eee eee me ne aa oo: ane 
Dui ad s 
Leave Indianapolis THSC 7526 
u Bellville 2.46 C459 
iP worristown Bee es IORA 
Coatsville SRA: 19249 
i Greencastle 3,46 11,59 
n Brazil 8,49 2209 
1 Highland ROA 2.33 
awk. Terre Haute 6245 ed = cy ie ee 


#Trains meet at these stations 

a Freight Train wiil leave Terre Havt: or Tuesday, 

Thursdays and Saturdays 

a Freight Train will leave Indianapolis on idondays, 

wednesdays and Fridays 
The Red Flug displayed in Front or the Engine is signal 
that another train iS Coming. 
The Red Flag displayed in Centre of track will œ signal to Seup 
#rain at any point., Condrse and bners. are narticularly notified 
never to leave a station ahead of time menticned in time table. 
They are also notified to compare their time daily with the office 
time at Indpls, which is standard time of the road and by which 
they will be governed. S, HUESTIS, SUPSRINTSNOENT. 


THE MILWAUKEE 
ELECTRIFICATION 
—A Proud Era 
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E FOR MORE THAN HALF A CENTURY, 
= the Milwaukee Road’s electrified 
>= western lines have ranked high on 
every list of the world’s most intri- 
aden guing railroad operations. | - 
=~ But on February 20, 197%” after a series 
of exhaustive studies, and 57 years, two 
months and 21 days after the mainline trol- 
— ley wire was first energized, the railroad an- 
== nounced its intention to phase out its remain- 
iy mang electrified operations. _ REFERENCE 
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Photo by Richard Feinkeimer, 1972. 
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The Milwaukee Road's first electric freight locomotive, No. 
10200 AB, shown on display in Butte, Mont., during Octo- 
ber 1915. On Nov. 30, 1915, No. 10200 powered the first train 


Initially an unmatched technical marvel, the 
electrification gained widespread fame as the ap- 
parent prototype for a new, electric, era in railroad- 
ing. That era never arrived, but the Milwaukee 
Road’s electrification, highly successful as it was, 
became and for years remained an object of intense 
interest as a unique, working railroad operation. 

While the interest continued, the electrification 
system gradually became something of an anach- 
ronism. 

In the end, however, two factors which had 
once been the source of much of the electrification’s 
renown and were once its strongest virtues, techni- 
cal progress and economics, proved its undoing. 

While a definitive technical statement in 1915, 
the Milwaukee’s electrification was rendered obso- 
lescent by vast advances in electrical engineering 
made since then. 

Although electrification was for many years a 
boon to the Milwaukee’s finances, it was becoming a 
drain on the treasury, because spare parts for its 
electrical system and locomotives are no longer read- 
ily available and the increasingly frequent repairs 
have been growing more costly and more difficult to 
perform. But the major economic factor was the 
need to eliminate operating inefficiencies caused by 
the separation of the two electrified segments by an 
unelectrified gap. An in-depth analysis based on a 


to run under the Milwaukee mainline catenary, from che 
Forks, Mont., to Deer Lodge, Mont., a distance of 112 miles. 


wide variety of factors indicated that the substantial 
investment needed to close the gap and acquire new 
equipment for electric operation would have been 
economically unwise for the railroad. Switching to 
fully dieselized operation thus became the only 
alternative. 
Throughout its useful lifetime, the Milwaukee 
Road electrification served well, but its inception 
was primarily a product of the need to hae 
problems which no longer exist. The more than ee 
miles of transmission, feeder and trolley wire stl 
strung over 902 miles of Milwaukee Road track 1n 
Montana, Idaho and Washington is evidence of K: 
well those particular problems were met In the early 
1900s when the project was undertaken. =. i 
The entire electrification project, consisting 0 
the trolley and feeder system, poles, transmission 
lines, electrical substations and locomotives repre- 
sented an investment of approximately $23 A i 
huge amount of private capital in pre-World War 
America. 7s 
Its cost today would be several times the ae 
nal figure, a prohibitively large sum given oe 
present traffic density of the line. But the Milwau if 
Road’s electrification has long since paid for e 
and has rewarded the railroad many times over a 
the original investment through years of economicas, 
dependable and almost trouble-free service. 


Wem ee ee a i. Å 


2 


o OOO 


An ore train of the Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Railway 
crosses over a Milwaukee Road freight near Butte, Mont., 
about 1916. The successful electrification of the BA&P 


Specifically, the Milwaukee Road’s electrifica- 
tion crosses five mountain ranges and covers 656 
route miles of main line in two separate divisions: 
440 miles between Harlowton, Mont., and Avery, 
Ida., and 216 miles between Othello, Wash., Seattle 
and Tacoma. 

When these sections were placed in full electrical 
operation (Harlowton to Avery in 1917 and Othello 
to Tacoma in 1920) they represented the first long- 
distance electrification in North America and were 
the longest electrified lines in the world. 

Importantly, they also represented the first 
electrification for solely economic reasons. Other 
railroads had electrified to eliminate smoke in tun- 
nels and terminals, to increase track capacity or to 
help conventional trains over difficult grades. But in 
these cases, electrification was merely an adjunct to 
the then-prevailing steam power. 

When the Milwaukee electrified, it abandoned 
steam entirely on the electrified sections with the in- 
tention of saving money and improving both pas- 
senger and freight service. 

Besides offering passengers on the famed trans- 
continental Olympian an unprecedentedly smooth 
and smoke-free ride through the grandeur of the 
Belt, Rocky, Bitter Root, Saddle and Cascade Moun- 
tains and ensuring dependable schedules year round, 
the Milwaukee’s electrical operation was highly suc- 
cessful economically and led the way for other 
similar projects around the globe. 

In a span of just a few years, due to the Milwau- 
kee Road’s innovative efforts and electrical expertise, 
its electrified main line became the “most widely 
known section of railroad track in the world . . . be- 


greatly influenced the Milwaukee in its decision to electrify 
throughout the mountains of Montana, Idaho and Wash- 
ington. 


yond question,” according to one observer of the 
period. 

Celebrities frequented the prestigious transcon- 
tinental Olympian between Chicago and Seattle, 
providing pictures and quotes for the news and 
publicity mills of the time. 


The earliest electric operation on the Milwaukee Road 
began in the summer of 1915, when switcher 10000 went into 
service in the yard at Great Falls, Mont. The small 1,500 volt 
D.C. switching operation was installed primarily to abate 
noise and smoke over a four-mile section of track which ran 
through the town’s main business district. Its use was dis- 
continued about 1937. 


Thomas A. Edison marvelled at the smooth ride, 
Babe Ruth posed in the cab with an engineer, and 
President Warren G. Harding operated an electric 
locomotive for a stretch, occasioning the installation 
of a plaque on the side of the cab which read: 
“Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Ry./To Puget 
Sound—Electrified/July 2, 1923/Warren G. Hard- 
ing/President of the United States/Operated Loco- 
motive No. 10305/Westbound Sappington, Mont./to 
Avery, Idaho.” 

More importantly, throughout the 1920s, a 
steady stream of engineers and railway officials 
from all over the world came to observe this new 
American engineering marvel. Representatives from 
at least 17 countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, North 
America and South America visited the Milwaukee 
Road’s western lines. That they were impressed 
with what they saw was evident, because almost all 
of those countries built electrified lines soon after- 
ward and several, notably Brazil, Chile, Argentina, 
Spain and France, adopted many of the Milwaukee’s 
new techniques. 

Although the railroad gained great international 
fame and publicity for its revolutionary passenger 
service and technological sophistication, economics 
remained the primary reason for electrification. 

Electrified operation provided great savings 
over steam operations, and this occurrence came as 
no surprise to the railroad. 

A. J. Earling, president of the railroad from 
1899 to 1916, had headed a study group in 1912 
which determined that sizeable economies, primarily 
in the form of greater hauling capacity over the 
mountains, lower locomotive maintenance costs and 
better locomotive utilization, would be realized if 
electrification was undertaken. The 1912 study 
proved accurate, and by 1927 the electrification had 
more than repaid the initial investment in opera- 
tional savings. 

Although far-sighted management played an 
important part, the Milwaukee Road’s role as a 
leader in electrified railroading was to a large degree 
determined by historical circumstance. 

As the last transcontinental line to reach the 
Pacific, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul (as it 
was then called) had at its disposal in the first decade 
of the 20th Century a vastly different level of tech- 
nology than was available to earlier transcontinental 
builders. 

By 1909, limited electrifications for terminal 
and tunnel operations had been proved feasible else- 
where. At the same time, commercial demand for 
electricity was growing and the vast potential for 
hydro-electric power in western states was being 
developed. With this technology available, the possi- 
bility of electrical operation was considered as early 
as 1905 and 1906 while land for the extension was 
being acquired. 

As they planned and surveyed the route, offi- 
cials and construction engineers learned for them- 


The substation and residences at Drexel, Mont. are shown 
as they looked shortly after their construction in 1916. 
Twenty-two such installations were built along the electri- 
fied portion of track to convert the 100,000 volt A.C. de- 
livered by the power companies to the 3,000 volt D.C. re- 
quired for electrified operations. 


selves the benefits which electrification could pro- 
vide. The long distances to Midwestern coal supplies, 
an abundance of hydroelectric potential close at 
hand, the long, severe winters and difficult terrain 
all underscored the advantages of electrifying. 

As a result of these early considerations, par- 
cels of land were purchased and set aside for poss!- 
ble electrical substations, and flow rights for 
generating dams were secured, all before the exten- 
sion was completed. 

But construction of the extension as a conven- 
tional railroad proceeded. Having the experience of 
earlier westward builders to draw on, and having 
the advantage of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
already close by to bring materials to work crews, 
construction of the extension proceeded remarkably 
well. Well-planned and highly organized, the 1,400- 
mile Pacific extension project was completed in 
slightly more than three years, from Glenham, S.D., 
to Seattle. f 

Limited operations were underway in some 
places in 1908 and the line was opened from Chicago 
to Seattle in 1909. However, the problems of operat- 
ing steam locomotives year-round through the moun- 
tains in Montana and Idaho all too soon became 
apparent. 

Steep grades, constant curvature and frequent 
tunnels made steam operation on the extension trying 
even in good weather. But long, bitter cold winters, 
bringing heavy snowfall and temperatures as low as 
40 degrees below zero, compounded the difficulties. 
In cold weather, steam locomotives were extremely 
difficult to maintain, often suffered significant 
power losses, and sometimes simply wouldn't run. 
Even in good weather, mountain grades and curves 
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Bi-polar No. 10250 shown in its way to the 1933 Century of 
Progress Exposition in Chicago. Unique in both appearance 


caused steam locomotives to lose a great deal of 
power. 

The success of two other electrification projects 
in the Milwaukee’s territory brought further impetus 
for electrifying. In 1909, the Great Northern electri- 
fied its line through the Cascade Tunnel, and demon- 
strated the superiority of electric over steam opera- 
tion in the difficult winter conditions. Of more direct 
impact was the highly successful electrification of 
the ore-carrying Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Rail- 
road which connected with the Milwaukee. Watching 
the BA&P work out the problems of mountain elec- 
trification on a small scale, Milwaukee officials be- 
came certain that it could be done larger and better. 

With electrification thus a very real technical 
possibility, and with the problems of steam opera- 


One of the most famous exploits of the Milwaukee bi-polars 
were “tugs-of-war” staged to show the tremendous tractive 
effort and regenerative braking powers of these electric loco- 
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and design, the railroad’s five Alco-GE bi-polars were the 
star performers of the passenger fleet for nearly 40 years. 


tions all-too-frequently demonstrated, research was 
begun in 1912 to determine the feasibility of elec- 
trification from Harlowton to Avery and the most 
advantageous system to adopt. 

After this exhaustive study of all the factors 
and possibilities was completed, the board of direc- 
tors voted to electrify with a 3,000-volt, direct cur- 
rent, overhead supply system. 

On the railroad’s board of directors at this time 
was John G. Ryan, president of the Anaconda Cop- 
per Mining Company and a director of a local power 
company. Ryan’s interests in these inter-related 
fields undoubtedly helped sway the rest of the 
board toward electrifying, and his special expertise 
and influence helped ensure that it would be done 
smoothly and efficiently. 


motives. The test shown here was conducted on one of the 
high bridges in Snoqualmie Pass on the railroad’s Coast Di- 
vision about 1925. 
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THE COAST AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISIONS OF THE MILWAUK. 


Late in 1912, the first contract for power supply 
was signed with the Montana Power Co. Work on 
the electrification began in April of 1914. 

On November 30, 1915, the trolley wire was 
energized for the first electrically-operated train to 
run on the Milwaukee Road, a 112-mile special from 
Three Forks to Deer Lodge, Mont. Electrical opera- 
tions were gradually extended over the entire line 
from Harlowton to Avery, and steam locomotives 
were almost completely supplanted by the end of 
1916. Full electrified operation from Harlowton to 
Avery began in early 1917. 

From the outset, the electrification was far 
more successful than had been anticipated. With this 
success, authorization was quickly given in 1917 to 
electrify the Coast Division from Othello to Tacoma, 
Wash. On this line through the Saddle and Cascade 
Mountains, tunnels, curvature and snowfall made 
steam operation difficult for a large part of the year. 
The steepest grades on the mainline are also on the 
Coast Division. 

Quite naturally, the same electrical system was 
chosen, and by the fall of 1919, electrical helper 
service was started on several of the grades. The line 
to Tacoma was completely electrified by March of 
1920, and the last leg, a nine-mile section from Black 
River Junction, Wash., into Seattle, was electrified 
in 1927. 

Between the two electrified sections, from 
Avery, Idah., to Othello, Wash., is a relatively flat 
210-mile stretch of track which is not electrified. 
The “gap,” as it is known, was at one time scheduled 
to be electrified, and electric power for it was once 
reserved with local suppliers. 

The planners’ intent to electrify the railroad all 
the way to the Pacific is also reflected in the present 
numbering of the substations. Substations are num- 


Alco-GE boxcab E-22, one of two such units streamlined for 
passenger service in 1953, shown in freight service near 
Beverly, Wash., on the ratlroad’s Coast Division. 
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‘EE ROAD, SHOWING THE GRADE AND ALTITUDE PROFILE FROM TACOMA TO HARLOWTON 


bered westward, starting with No. 1 at Two Dot, 
Mont., and continuing on the Rocky Mountain Divi- 
sion to No. 14 at Avery, Ida. Substations 21 through 
28 are on the Coast Division between Taunton, 
Wash., and Tacoma. The allowed for six numbered 
stations in the gap were never built. 

The line through the gap, relatively flat and 
straight, lacked the immediate operating difficulties 
of the other two segments. The gap therefore had the 
lowest priority for electrification, since steam power 
could do the job well. 

Shortly after the Coast Division electrification 
was completed, the national economy took a down- 
turn. Due to a resulting lack of traffic development 
on the extension, a concurrent difficulty in obtaining 
capital, and the fact that through passenger and 
freight traffic moved over different routes near 
Spokane, Wash., all plans for electrifying the gap 
were dropped by 1921. 

Traditionally, the “gap” has posed several prob- 
lems, but the primary one has been locomotive utili- 
zation. With electric locomotives restricted to only 
parts of the 900-mile run between Harlowton and 
Tacoma, the railroad has been restricted in its oper- 
ational flexibility. Because of the need to improve 
flexibility, conversion to all electric or all diesel on 
the western lines has been discussed for many years 
but neither had been found advantageous prior to 
now. Branch line operations on both electrified sec- 
tions have always been non-electrified. 

But in the 1920s, results from the two sections 
which were electrified were no less than astounding. 
Immediately, the railroad experienced drastic cost 
Savings and the electrification rapidly began to pay 
for itself. 

At the time of the electrification, fully 14 per 
cent of the railroad’s equipment was doing nothing 
but hauling coal for steam engines in the West. Most 
of this equipment was immediately released for 
revenue service. 


Also, the expense of maintaining coaling and 


watering facilities for steam engines was eliminated 
on these sections. 

Since the Milwaukee did not have extensive coal 
resources in the West, the burdensome expense of 
hauling coal from the Midwest to points in Wash- 
ington, Idaho and Montana was also greatly reduced. 

Following a large forest fire in Idaho, laws were 
passed prohibiting the use of coal or wood-burning 
locomotives through National Forest lands. Although 
a number of locomotives had already been converted 
to oil burning operation, under electrification the 
railroad was freed from dependence on oil, the price 
of which rose sharply during and after World War I. 
To a large extent it was also spared the expense of 
storing and hauling fuel oil in this area. 

The over-all cost of fuel, comparing the cost of 
coal burned per ton-mile to the cost of electricity 
used per ton-mile, was cut by two-thirds. Mainte- 
nance costs, always sizeable with steam engines, 
were cut 75 per cent. In addition, because of the 
rapid turn-around time of the electric locomotives, 
their 24-hour-a-day availability for service, and their 
higher speeds and hauling capacity, locomotive and 
train crew productivity rose sharply. 

These operational economies allowed the Mil- 
waukee to quickly recoup its investment and have 
provided ongoing savings that have helped cushion 
the railroad during some financially difficult times. 

Today, the electrical system remains in opera- 
tion largely as it was built. Wires, poles, signal and 
electrical equipment have been replaced as needed, 
but the bulk of the system endures intact. 

Electrical power for the system is provided by 
the Montana Power Company, the Washington Water 
Power Company and the Puget Sound Power and 
Light Company. 

The power is almost exclusively hydroelectrical- 
ly generated from dams on various rivers in Mon- 
tana and Washington. 

Electricity from these utility companies is de- 
livered to the railroad at 10 of the 22 substations in 
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ABOVE: Baldwin-Westinghouse electric E-11 pulls the 
“Olympian” through the Bitter Root Mountains in 1941. 
Ten of these locomotives were delivered to the railroad in 
1919-20 for passenger service on the Rocky Mountain Di- 
vision. 


BELOW: Little Joe E-77, operating as a booster for a five- 
diesel through-freight consist, plows its way through a fresh 
snowfall on the Rocky Mountain Division. 


the form of 100,000-volt alternating current. All the 
substations on each division are connected by a 
100,000-volt high-tension transmission line which 
parallels the track. Through electrical equipment 
and transformers, the substations convert the cur- 
rent to the necessary 3,000-volt D.C. current. 

At 3,000 volts D.C., electricity is fed from the 
substations into the copper feeder cable which 
parallels the track. The feeder is connected at fre- 
quent intervals to the two copper trolley wires sus- 
pended approximately 24 feet above the track from 
a steel messenger cable. The messenger cable in turn 
hangs from cross-arms attached to 40-foot poles 
alongside the track. 

Each of the substations is primarily responsible 
for energizing a certain section of catenary, and 
intervals between substations were determined by 
probable power demand on that section of track. 
They are closer together on steep grades, for exam- 
ple, where power requirements are greater. 

To obtain electricity from the catenary, the 
locomotive is equipped with a device called a panto- 
graph. Spring-loaded, the pantograph rides under- 
neath the wire, collecting energy and feeding it 
through control devices to the electric motor. When 
electricity is introduced into the motor, a magnetic 
field is created, causing the motor’s armature to 
revolve and, usually through gears, propelling the 
locomotive. 

Strictly speaking, the term “electric locomotive” 
is a misnomer. Locomotive implies a completely self- 
driven machine, but the electric units contain no 
energy producing mechanism, only a motor. They 
convert electrical energy supplied from the wire into 
mechanical energy which moves the train. 

The twin catenary supply system, developed 
especially for the Milwaukee, was designed to pro- 
vide a steady supply of energy to the motor and 
eliminate sparking by ensuring that constant contact 
between the pantograph and the catenary would be 
maintained. Secondary tracks, yards and passing 
tracks normally have only one trolley wire. 

To complete the necessary circuit, electricity is 
returned to the substation through the rails and in 
some areas through supplementary feeder cables 
atop the poles. 

Of the 22 substations in the two zones, 11 are 
operated by supervised remote control and one 1s 
fully automated. 

Although the eight substations on the Coast 
Division and the 14 substations on the Rocky Moun- 
tain Division are interconnected electrically on each 
division, each substation is equipped with circuit 
breakers, disconnect equipment and bypass circuits 
to allow continued operation on other parts of the 
line if the substation, wires or circuitry in one sec- 
tion should become inoperative. d 

Included in the railroad’s original investment in 
electrification were 42 electric locomotives, 30 for 
freight and 12 for passenger service. Ordered from 


ee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee ee od 


General Electric Company, which built the electrical 
components, and American Locomotive Company, 
which built the mechanical part, these 42 locomo- 
tives, each capable of developing 4,050 horsepower, 
consisted of two semi-permanently coupled cab 
units. Delivered between 1915 and 1917, they have 
proved themselves lasting tributes to the men who 
designed and built them, as well as those who have 
operated and maintained them. Although changing 
motive power requirements have brought modifica- 
tion of the units, 23 of the original 84 single units 
were still available for use when the phase-out was 
announced. 

Subsequent purchases in 1920 and 1950 brought 
the total number of electric locomotives acquired 
to 128. As late as 1960, 98 of those units were still 
operating. 

Several of the original units were altered at 
various times, some having cab and pilot wheels re- 
moved for use as non-control units, some rebuilt as 
shorter freight units, and some redesigned and modi- 
fied for streamlined passenger service. 

Originally designated EP-1 and EF-1, the first 
GE-Alco units are today used in various combina- 
tions of two, three or four cab and cabless units, as 
switchers, helpers and local freight locomotives with 
the designations EF-2, EF-3, ES-3 and EF-5. 

The first electric locomotive to arrive on the 
system was No. 10200, proudly heralded by the rail- 
road and the builders as the largest electric locomo- 
tive in the world. Not only was it the largest, but it 
was the first direct current electric locomotive to 
operate at a potential as high as 3,000 (later 3,400) 
volts, and the first to employ regenerative braking. 

This same unit, perhaps the oldest working 
locomotive in the country, is still available for service 
in Deer Lodge, Mont. as No. E-50AB. 

Regenerative braking, little understood in 1915 
except by electrical engineers, is a technique which 
simplified and increased the safety of mountain 
operation, reduced wear on brake shoes and actually 
recovered electrical power and returned it to the 


The Milwaukee’s famed “Olympian,” powered by a Bald- 
win-Westinghouse electric locomotive, is shown at Eagle 
Nest Tunnel in Montana Canyon (near Ringling) in 1939. 
The complete absence of smoke and cinders on the railroad’s 


overhead system for use by other trains. 

The Milwaukee has long been proud of this fea- 
ture. The Milwaukee Road Magazine in 1916 de- 
scribed regenerative braking as “a process of produc- 
ing electrical current within the motors of the loco- 
motive by converting the motors into generators, 
and the current thus produced being returned to the 
trolley; and the force of gravity which tends to make 
the train run away down grade is the power that 
drives the generators, and the work thus performed 
operates to hold the train back.” 

Once on a down grade, the engineer throws a 
switch in the cab and regeneration takes over. The 
desired speed is maintained by use of the line current 
control. The trains are equipped with air brakes, but 
air is used only while switching into regenerative 
braking and as a back-up system in case of 
emergency. 

Returning current to the line has proved an 
economic boon, since 40 to 60 per cent of the power 
used ascending a grade can be returned while de- 
scending. With the numerous grades in the Milwau- 
kee’s mountain electrification, the railroad recovers 
about 12 per cent of the total energy used by its 
electric locomotives and returns it to the system, 
powering other locomotives or receiving credit from 
the power suppliers. 

Regenerative braking is now widely used 
throughout the world and has been a feature of all 
other types of Milwaukee Road electric locomotives. 

A second type of electric used by the Milwaukee 
Road was the now-famed “bi-polars,” Class EP-2. 
Unique in both appearance and design, the five bi- 
polars were passenger locomotives with a long 
record of outstanding service. 

They were gearless electric locomotives, mean- 
ing that the armature of the motor was also the 
driving axle. When current was introduced and the 
magnetic field forced the armature to turn, it turned 
the wheels directly, not through gears as was the 
case in other types of electrics. 

Long, low, and multi-wheeled, the bi-polars 


electrified districts made it possible for passengers to enjoy 
the luxury of riding in open observation cars through the 
grandeur of mountain scenery along the route. 


Alco-GE boxcab E-47A pulls an eastbound freight through 
the Cascade Mountains on the railroad’s Coast Division near 


were once called “centipedes on rails.” They were 
built by General Electric-Aleo and were delivered in 
1919 and 1920. 

The unique appearance of these locomotives 
made them the star performers of the railroad’s 
electric passenger fleet. The low curved hoods of the 
massive bi-polars showed up on almost all of the 
railroad’s transcontinental passenger advertisements 
from the 1920s into the 1950s. 

Designed to run at 70 m.p.h. and capable of up 
to 4,120 horsepower, a single unit could handle a 
whole train over any grade on the line with smooth, 
silent, smokeless power. 

The simple but rugged bi-polars gave years of 
almost trouble-free service in the Cascades. A rail- 
road policy change ended their use on the Olympian 
Hiawatha in 1956, and eventually they were put in 
storage at the railroad’s Deer Lodge, Mont., shops. 
An attempt to convert the units to freight service 
was unsuccessful, and as a result, in the early 1960s, 
four of the units were scrapped. The fifth was 
donated to the National Museum of Transport in St. 
Louis, Mo., in 1961. 

Probably the most famous exploit of a Milwau- 
kee Road bi-polar was a “tug-of-war” held at Erie, 
Pa., in 1920. 

Fresh off the production line, No. 10251 was 
coupled nose to nose with two modern steam engines 
at the General Electric plant. Actually it was to be a 
pushing rather than a pulling contest since drawbars 
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Hyak, Wash., in July 1970. Photo by Tom Brown. 


of the time would not have been able to withstand 
the tremendous stress. 

From a standstill, the throttles of the steam 
engines were opened first and the bi-polar was 
pushed slowly backwards down the track. Then the 
electric began to draw power. Simultaneously, the 
throttle of the electric was opened further and the 
steam engine throttles were advanced to their last 
notch. With a tremendous effort, the steam engines 
smoked and pushed and strained, but they came to a 
complete halt. As the controller of the bi-polar was 
advanced still further, the steam engines, with drive 
wheels still churning, were pushed backwards. 

In a similar test of regenerative braking, the 
two steam engines pushed the electric until regen- 
erative braking was switched on. As regeneration 
was turned to full power, the pushing locomotives 
slowed down. With throttles wide open, the steam 
engines could scarcely budge the electric which, be- 
sides winning the contest, was returning electricity 
to the overhead trolly wire. 

Similar tests were later held on Milwaukee Road 
track in the west, with the bi-polars emerging vic- 
torious each time. 

At the same time the five bi-polars were ordered 
for use in the Cascades, ten passenger locomotives 
for use in Montana and Idaho were ordered from 
Westinghouse and Baldwin Locomotive Works, the 
only electric locomotives not purchased from the 
Alco-GE combination. The railroad split its order 


between Alco-GE and Westinghouse-Baldwin for 
faster delivery, since the rapidly rising cost of fuel 
oil used for steam engines then in service was a 
severe financial drain. 

Built for the same high-speed, heavy-duty pas- 
senger service as the bi-polars, the EP-3s, as they 
were designated, had a much more conventional box- 
cab design. 

Although they performed well, the EP-3 loco- 
motives were scrapped shortly after the Korean 
War due to high maintenance costs and a general 
decline in passenger traffic. 

The present mainstay of the Milwaukee Road’s 
electric power fleet are the “Little Joes,” the EF-4 
locomotives. 

These Alco-GE units, dubbed “Little Joes” after 
Josef Stalin because they were originally built for 
use in the Soviet Union, were acquired in 1950. 

With the advent of the Cold War, essential 
equipment going to Russia was embargoed and the 
locomotives, ordered by the U.S.S.R., were never 
delivered. Twelve of the units were purchased by the 
Milwaukee Road, with others going to the Chicago 
South Shore and South Bend Railroad and the 
Paulista Railroad of Brazil. 

Built for the Russian 5’ gauge track, the “Little 
Joes” were modified for standard American 4’-8'4” 
gauge at the railroad’s Milwaukee Shops and put into 
service. Train heating boilers (since removed) were 
also added to two of the units for passenger service. 

Purchased at very favorable prices, the power- 
ful EF-4s have proved highly versatile and reliable. 


Its a busy morning in Avery, Idaho as transcontinental 
freights 261 and 262 stop to change crews and adjust their 
power consists. Westbound 261 will drop its Little Joe elec- 
tric and operate with diesel power for the remainder of its 
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Each unit develops 5500 h.p. and is capable of run- 
ning at 70 m.p.h., making them valuable additions 
to the motive power fleet. But now even the “Little 
Joes” are nearing the end of their life expectancy. 

The fortuitous availability of these units in 
1950 may have single-handedly extended the life of 
the electrification. At that time the original electric 
locomotives were rapidly wearing out and a policy 
decision seemed in the offing on whether to invest 
heavily in new electric units or to broaden the diesel- 
ization program to include phasing out the electrics 
as well as steam locomotives. But the decision never 
had to be made. 

Because of the cost and the wide variety of dif- 
ficulties involved with it, electrified operation has 
decreased steadily in recent years. Advances in 
diesel locomotives have negated many of the one- 
time advantages of electrified operation. 

Use of electric locomotives on the Rocky Moun- 
tain Division has for several years been limited to 
helper, booster and yard service. No electrically 
powered trains have moved on the Coast Division 
since 1971. 

Electric operations on the Rocky Mountain 
Division accounted for about 19 per cent of the loco- 
motive miles operated on that division in 1972. Only 
three per cent of the total locomotive miles operated 
on the entire Milwaukee Road system in 1972 were 
electrically operated. 

Viewed in this context, the announcement of the 
decision to phase-out the electrification was not a 
major change in policy, but was rather official ac- 


trip to the West Coast, and Eastbound 262 will add a Little 
Joe to aid its diesel power in traversing the Rocky Mountain 
Division. Photo by Tom Brown, August 1971. 
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knowledgement of the inevitability of existing oper- 
ational realities. 

No hard date for the end of the electrification 
has yet been set. The exact date will depend on 
several factors, including the availability of diesel 
motive power to replace the electrics. But Milwaukee 
Road crews are at work on the Coast Division taking 
down overhead wires. The scrap value of the metal 
in the wires is sizeable, and the wires are being kept 
“hot” to discourage vandalism and theft on sections 
the salvage crews have not yet reached. 

Ironically, the Milwaukee Road’s announcement 
of the end of its electrification came close in time to 
announcements by several other railroads that they 
were seriously considering electrifying portions of 
their lines. 

Superficially this seems to put the Milwaukee 
in the role of bucking the trend of the future. But 
realistically, the Milwaukee’s phase-out is simply the 
closing chapter in a different era of railroading. The 
other electrified operations which existed when the 
Milwaukee’s was built, except for the commuter- 
oriented Long Island Railroad and the Penn Cen- 
tral’s high-density passenger corridors, have been 
long since dismantled because of difficulties similar 
to those now facing the Milwaukee Road electrifi- 
cation. 

New electrifications with highly advanced tech- 
nology and sophisticated new equipment may well 
lie ahead for some railroads whose economics and 
traffic patterns justify the enormous investment. 

But for the Milwaukee Road, its electrification is 
part of the past for which economic justification can 
no longer be made. 

The Milwaukee’s electrification, beloved by 
generations of railroaders, railfans and travelers, 
will be missed. It has long been a proud part of the 
railroad’s heritage, and its demise will leave a void. 
But the stories, the lore and the memories will live 
on long after the last trolley wire is carted off for 
scrap and the last boxcab shell is broken up. 

The electrification has done its job and done it 
well, and now the job is over. The concession to 
progress is being made quietly and with dignity. 

Those who have been concerned about the fate 
of the Milwaukee Road electrification in recent years 
can rest easy. 

Its niche in history is secure. | 


Prepared by the Public Relations Department of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad 
Company as a special supplement to the July-August 
1978 issue of The Milwaukee Road Magazine. 


Written by 
RODNEY A. CLARK, Assistant 
Manager-Public Information 


Edited by 
JOHN J. FELL, JR., Editor, 
The Milwaukee Road Magazine 


‘TZ6L ‘umoig wor Kq 0]0Ud 


